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CLUB PROBE AFTER FLARE THROWN ONTO PITCH AT DERBY CLASH 



A flare is thrown on to the pitch 


A CLUB investigation will be launched 
after a flare was thrown onto the pitch 
following the non-league derby between 
Halesowen and Stourbridge. 

The smoke bomb was thrown from the 
away end at The Yeltz’s Grove ground 
on Saturday. The hosts won the game, 
commonly known as The No.9 Derby, 
1 - 0 . 

Glassboys’ fans also appeared to dam¬ 
age fencing in the closing stages of the 
encounter. Halesowen plan to hold an in¬ 


vestigation. However, when questioned, 
a Yeltz spokesman said the club did not 
want to make an official comment. 

It is not the first time the clash has 
been marred by flares being set off. 

Extra security measures were brought 
in for the clash at the weekend follow¬ 
ing two smoke bombs being thrown at 
the club’s previous meeting, at Stour¬ 
bridge’s War Memorial Ground in 
Amblecote in October. This included 
football league stewards being brought 


in to work alongside Halesowen’s reg¬ 
ular stewards, and random searches on 
entry. 

Ahead of the game a Yeltz statement 
said: “Anyone caught using any pyro¬ 
technics before, during or after the game 
will be ejected and could face a banning 
order and prosecution. 

“The Number 9 derby is one of the 
best supported non-league games let’s 
make it enjoyable for everyone.” 

• Match report - Back page 



A fence collapses at The Grove 


Leaders hail initiative for shoppers as shot in the arm 

FREE PARKING TO 
BOOST BUSINESS 


ALBION 

Moore: Unity the 
only way forward 

CARETAKER boss Darren Moore has 
urged the Baggies family to unite in the 
wake of Alan Pardew’s departure. 

Moore will take the reins for the last six 
games of the season after Pardew and as¬ 
sistant John Carver left on Monday. 

The popular 43-year-old former cen¬ 
tre-back, who won promotion with Albion 
as a player, will be in the hot seat for Sat¬ 
urday’s home game against Swansea City. 

“West Bromwich Albion has always been 
a family for me,” said Moore. “And that’s 
the word I shall focus on - family. 

“We need to get the unity back among 
everyone - the players, the staff, the fans, 
everyone connected with Albion - that is 
the only way forward.” 

WRANGLE 

MP hits at church 
over access refusal 

AN MP has criticised church leaders 
for refusing to allow vehicle access 
through its car park. 

Elderly visitors to Age Concern 
Stourbridge and Halesowen have to 
make their own way to the Elton Centre 
from nearby public car parks as there is 
currently no vehicle access. 

Having pleaded with church bosses 
to help, Conservative MP Margot 
James said: “I’m very disappointed by 
the church’s reaction to our request.” 


BUSINESS chiefs have hailed longer free parking hours 
in Dudley as a shot in the arm for trade across the bor¬ 
ough. The initiative will come into force later this month. 

It was hailed by a chamber of trade chairman as ‘probably the best 
thing that could happen for businesses in Dudley’. The scheme will be 
introduced on April 16 and will allow motorists to be able to park for 


free for two hours in the borough’s 

Council bosses say they move has previ¬ 
ously increased footfall across town centres 
during its test stages. 

The investment, which has previously 
been estimated at a cost of £700,000, fol¬ 
lows a trial period last year which saw an 
initial run between April and July later ex¬ 
tended through August. 

Councillor Karen Shakespeare, cabinet 
member for environmental services, said: 
“It is something we put through full coun¬ 
cil. We set up a trial across four council car 
parks for two hours free parking early last 
year. It was across Sedgley, Halesowen, 
Stourbridge and Dudley. 

Footfall 

“That finished at the end of August last 
year and we had real positive feedback 
from that with increased footfall in Hale¬ 
sowen. 

“We have had really positive feedback 
from businesses and residents. From the 
business side of things it is really good be¬ 
cause it increased their trade. 

“Local shoppers say they particularly 
like the two hours free parking because 
if they were popping into Halesowen, for 
example if they need a bit of shopping, it 


town centres. 

By Luke Bartlett 


is lovely they are able to park for free for 
that time.” 

She added: “We have worked through all 
of the legalities and we will be going live 
on the 16th of April on a permanent basis 
across council car parks. 

“We are really pleased because it has 
increased footfall in the town centres. We 
had really positive feedback from residents, 
shoppers and traders - they are all very 
pleased with the move. 

“With the feedback we have had it was 
clear that the two hours was being called for 
and something that we wanted to deliver.” 

Halesowen Chamber of Trade chairman 
Wayne Edwards has given his backing to the 
scheme. He says the chamber fought hard to 
enable the move to go through. 

“This is probably the best thing that 
could happen for businesses in Dudley,” he 
said. “We fought hard with the council to 
get it in. We actually paid for an independ¬ 
ent survey to bring back the two hours.” 

The scheme is set launch one day after 
Dudley Council’s trial of one hour free park¬ 
ing, which came into action back in October, 
ends on April 15. 


Saddling up for 150-mile challenge 



Chris Mason and ‘Blind Dave’ Heeley get on their bikes 


BLIND Dave Heeley, Baggies leg¬ 
ends Bob Taylor and Brendon 
Batson and a former England non¬ 
league international are all ready 
to put pedal power to the test in an 
upcoming 150-mile ride. 

Dave will be joined by Chris 
Mason on the 156-mile cycle from 
Swansea to West Bromwich later 
this month. 

Chris, an account manager at 
Smethwick based A&M, is fund¬ 
raising for the Albion Foundation’s 
disability sports and education pro¬ 
jects. 

He used to played football for 
Halesowen and Stourbridge and was 
a non-league England international. 

Playing football wore out his left 
knee and he was fitted with a new 
titanium joint two years ago. 

A&M manufacture precision 
components for cars, planes and 
Formula 1. 

Chris said: “Doctors encouraged 
me to cycle to strengthen my knee, I 
joined A&M’s Cycle to Work scheme 
and bought a new bike in 2017. 

“I’ve been training by cycling 
from home in Brierley Hill to A&M 
in Smethwick. 

“I’m looking forward to joining 
Blind Dave, Bob Taylor and Bren¬ 
don Batson on the ride, hoping for 
spring weather.” 


ACCIDENT 

Lorry driver killed 
in crash on M-way 

PART of the motorway was shut down after 
a lorry crash killed a 61-year-old man. 

Lanes were blocked in both directions 
of the M5 between junctions 2 for Oldbury 
and 3 for Halesowen after a lorry smashed 
into the central reservation at around 
5.15pm on Monday. 

Its driver was rushed to hospital but was 
later pronounced dead. 


INSIDE 


LOOK WHO’S ON 
CAMPAIGN TRAIL 



Accountancy and tax services designed to 

To arrange a free initial meeting to discuss the services we can offer, contact us 
today on or visit us online at www.taxassist.co.uk/kingswinford 
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Schools share in 

NEARLY 50 schools across the Black 
Country and Staffordshire will receive 
part of a £83.5 million fund to revamp 
their tatty buildings. 

The Department for Education cash 
has been pledged to improve decrepit 
facilities, remove asbestos and extend 
existing buildings. 

Hundreds of schools in the West Mid¬ 
lands will get £83.5m, with 48 schools 
in the Black Country and Staffordshire 
set to benefit. 

The funding is part of £514m being 
allocated to improve and expand the fa- 
Castle High will benefit cilities of schools in England. 



£83m revamp fund 


The Condition Improvement Fund 
(CIF) will support 1,556 projects across 
almost 1,300 academies and sixth-form 
colleges to help improve conditions of or 
expand their facilities. Schools submit¬ 
ted bids for funding last year. 

Across Dudley, eight schools are 
lined up for investment. Bishop Milner 
Catholic College is to get a replacement 
roof cover, Castle High School will get 
funding for new pipework and Redhill 
School in Stourbridge will have a new 
boiler and roof paid for. 

Other projects signed off include 
Holly Hall Academy (new heating and 


water system); Hillcrest School (new 
pipework and roof); and St Joseph’s 
Catholic Primary on Hillcrest Road 
(fires safety improvements). 

King Edward VI College, Stourbridge, 
is to receive money towards its expan¬ 
sion project. A total of 27 schools in 
Staffordshire will get funding. 

Minister for the Schools System, Lord 
Agnew, said: “This funding will trans¬ 
form the condition of school buildings 
and help our best schools to expand, 
creating more good school places for 
families in West Midlands and raising 
standards for pupils.” 


Three on the shortlist 
for mayor's pride award 



Lorraine Robbins and John Barrett, Retreat Cafe 

THE three nominees for the Mayor’s 
Pride of Dudley Award have been re¬ 
vealed - with the final winner being de¬ 
cided by a public vote. 

Mary Stevens Hospice in Stourbridge, the 
Retreat Cafe at St Francis’ Church in Dudley, 
and mental health campaigner Jon Mansell 
will all vie for votes to take the award. 

The three nominees have been selected by Dud¬ 
ley Mayor, Councillor Dave Tyler, as particularly 
standing out from the hundreds of visits he has 
made across the borough during his year in office. 

The award will be given out as part of the May¬ 
or’s Ball and Civic Awards, due to be held at the 
Copthorne Hotel, in Brierley Hill, on Friday, April 
20 . 

Councillor Tyler said: “We have three nominees 
this year, and each of these nominees have given 



Stevan Jackson, Mary Stevens chief executive 

wonderful service and is well respected throughout 
the borough. 

“The first one is Mary Stevens Hospice. People 
will be aware of all the good work that they have 
done and the support and compassion they have 
offered to many people over the generations. 

Struggling 

“The second nominee is Jon Mansell, who has 
done sterling work in the field of mental health. He 
is not ashamed to say that he himself has suffered 
mental health issues and he is a very good advo¬ 
cate for supporting people struggling with mental 
health. 

“The third nominee is Retreat Cafe at St Francis 
Church in Dudley. This little group teach children 
from disability groups how to work in the catering 
industry, and they offer a wonderful service to that 
group as well as to the wider community. 


Jon Mansell has been shortlisted for the award 

“The public vote is now open and I would urge 
people to get in touch and vote for their favourite. 
Whoever wins will be fully deserving of such an 
award, and I look forward to seeing the result on 
April 20.” 

Stevan Jackson, chief executive officer at Mary 
Stevens Hospice, said: “We’re delighted to have 
been nominated for this award, and I look forward 
to seeing the results on the evening.” 

Mr Mansell said: “I’m very, very honoured to be 
nominated for this award by the Mayor of Dudley. 

“I’ve had awards before, and whether I win, lose 
or draw, it’s always an honour to be nominated and 
I hope I’ll get your vote.” 

John Barrett and Lorraine Robbins, of the Re¬ 
treat Cafe, added: “We’re absolutely thrilled and 
amazed to be nominated, it was totally unexpected, 
so fingers crossed.” 

To vote, visit mayorofdudley.org.uk, before the 
deadline tomorrow (Friday). 


Children's 
hospital in 
£l0k law 
firm boost 

STAFF from a Black Country law firm 
have pledged their support to help Bir¬ 
mingham Children’s Hospital. 

Talbots Law named the hospital’s spe¬ 
cialist paediatric centre as its ‘Charity of 
the Year’ and has already presented it 
with a £10,000 donation to help it deliver 
treatments, complex surgical procedures 
and cutting-edge research to young peo¬ 
ple up to the age of 16. 

Talbots has seven offices, including 
in Halesowen and Stourbridge, and em¬ 
ployees were invited to nominate their 
preferred good causes. 

“There was a lot of personal stories 
of families and friends that have been 
helped and supported by Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital so the decision was 
a comprehensive one,” said Mary Mock- 
low, chief executive of Talbots Law. 

“Ian Bond and I visited Eloise Da¬ 
vidson and Paul Moore at Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital Charity to present 
the cheque and find out a little bit more 
about the amazing care they provide 
every day of the week, every week of the 
year.” 

Eloise Davidson, corporate fundrais¬ 
ing manager at Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital Charity, said: “We are truly 
thankful for the hard work Talbots Law 
has put into raising such a fantastic 
amount. 

“The funds will make a huge differ¬ 
ence to the lives of our brave children.” 

Alcohol overdose 
of homeless man 

A 47-YEAR-OLD homeless man who 
was an alcoholic died overdosing on 
drink, an inquest heard. 

Steven Garrett was found unrespon¬ 
sive on open land by police near his tent 
in Priory Road, Dudley, on January 21. 
He was pronounced dead at the scene. 

Mr Garrett, from Tipton, had a his¬ 
tory of being an alcoholic. His family 
tried to help him but Mr Garrett cut off 
contact with them, Black Country Cor¬ 
oner’s Court heard. Coroner Zafar Sid- 
dique said: “Patrol officers found him 
unresponsive.” 

A doctor concluded Mr Garrett died of 
respiratory failure due to alcohol intox¬ 
ication. He was just over four times the 
drink drive limit. 

Coroner Siddique concluded Mr Gar¬ 
rett died of an alcohol related death. 


Tribute to Beatles 

A BEATLES tribute act will rock out 
at Brierley Hill Civic Hall on July 13. 
Doors open for the Mersey Beatles at 
8pm with the show due to start at 9pm. 
Tickets cost £15 and can be bought on¬ 
line at bhillcivic.co.uk 


STRAITS 
STAIRLIFTS 

• Straight and curved 

• New and Pre-owned 
from £700 

• Instore Demonstrations 

• Service and Repairs 

• Stairlift Removals 

01384 356 356 


Visit our Showroom 

3 Middlepark Rd, Russells Hall Est, Dudley, DY1 2LW 

Open: Mon-Fri 9.30 - 4.30pm Sat 9.30 -12.30pm 


Also at Bilston Indoor Market • Mon, Thurs, Fri and Sat 

Ljj Companion hondlcorv 



Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


THE SHED SHOP 


Established 
27 Years 

6ft x 4ft T&G Sheds from £240 • Concrete slotted post now at £9 j 
Concrete gravel boards now £9 • Railwasy Sleepers £16 
6ft x 5ft overlap heavy duty fence panels £15 
Continental Panels in stock • Post mix 20kg bags £4.50 

A wide range of fence panels available 
All Products for immediate delivery • Public & Trade Welcome 

01384 482 542 / 07920 885 774 

www.dudleyshedshop.co.uk 



Footworks Chiropody 

Keeping you one step ahead... 

. Ingrown Toe Nails Treated 
. Toe Nail Cutting and Trimming 
. Diabetic Foot Care 
. General Foot Care 
. Callus Reduction 

HCPC Registered & Foot Healthcare 
Practitioners 

A 


Home Visits Available 


01384 413444 

201 - 203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE 





















































Police hunt 
occupants 
after BMW 
hits a wall 



The BMW careers into a wall in Lye 


POLICE are hunting the occupants of 
a BMW that careered into a wall and 
left another car badly damaged. 

It is thought a man found seriously 
injured nearby was in the BMW 318 
when the driver lost control on Stour¬ 
bridge Road, Lye, close to the junction 
with Timmis Road. 

The car also smashed into a tele¬ 
communications box near The Pump 
House and left a Vauxhall Vectra 
parked up by the apartment block se¬ 
verely damaged. 

Police were called to the scene 
at around 1.10am on Friday. No¬ 
body other than those in the vehicle 
were reported as being injured. The 
casualty was found in nearby Lewis 
Road soon afterwards and taken to 
hospital for treatment. 

There is no suggestion that the 
BMW had been reported as stolen. 

Resident Roger Pitt, aged 66, who 
has lived on Stourbridge Road for 
50 years, said: “I got up in the early 
hours of the morning and the road 
was cordoned off. 

“There have been a number of inci¬ 
dents on this road. It is not an isolated 
incident.” 

Anyone with information is asked 
to call 101 quoting log 114 of 30/03/18. 

Popular display on 
Duncan extended 

AN exhibition in honour of Black 
Country football great Duncan Ed¬ 
wards will stay on display for an ex¬ 
tra month following an ‘amazing’ 
response. 

Visitors to Dudley Archives and 
Local History Centre have been able 
to view a wide range of memorabilia 
and football programmes relating 
to the life of the Dudley-born Busby 
Babe since January. 

The exhibition, which also includes 
some of his England caps, posters, art¬ 
work, photographs, press cuttings and 
personal correspondence, was due to 
close on March 30. 

But it has been confirmed it will in¬ 
stead remain open until April 28 hav¬ 
ing proven popular with people across 
the Black Country and further afield. 


End of the line as fishmonger reels it in 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



Traders give fishmonger Geoff Brown a 
send-off on his retirement 


HE has had his own plaice at Brier- 
ley Hill Indoor Market for more than 
six decades. 

Now fishmonger Geoff Brown has 
now left his perch for the final time. 

Geoff, aged 68, has been involved 
with the business since the age of 
four when he started out helping his 
father Bob. 

He was the third generation to run 
Brown’s Fishmongers - which has 
had a presence at the market since it 
opened in the 1930s. 

Geoff s grandfather Ted was suc¬ 
ceeded by Bob, who handed over the 


reins when his son was just 17. Geoff 
said: “I’ve started helping my dad out 
at the age of four. They used to use a 
piece of grease proof for the fish and 
wrap it in newspaper. 

“My job used to be to rip up the 
paper. In those days the market was 
very busy and I spent a lot of time 
there as a kid.” 

As a child, Geoff continued help¬ 
ing out his father on Fridays - which 
meant missing school. 

“Then I took over from my dad 
when I was 17. That’s when I started 
having to get up at 4am and go to Bir¬ 


mingham Wholesale Market.” Geoff 
said he had help from his sons Paul 
and David, and daughter Lyn, while 
in sole charge at the market. But his 
children have chosen to follow their 
own careers, meaning it is the end of 
an era for Brown’s Fishmongers. 

His fellow traders gave him a fit¬ 
ting send-off at the market over the 
weekend, handing over an engraved 
pocket watch and bottle of bubbly. 

And Geoff now hopes to spend 
more time with his girlfriend Edith 
Brookes in his retirement - as well as 
seeing his five grandchildren. 


iconic move as 
band makes final 

YOUNG rockers The Icon have 
reached the grand final of the Sound¬ 
waves Music Competition. 

The group, whose members include 
Tom Withers from Kingswinford, are 
now one step closer to reaching their 
goal of becoming a high profile touring 
band. 

The action happened at Liverpool’s 
02 Academy after snow had caused 
the original date to be postponed. The 
final will be in Birmingham and has 
been pencilled in for June 9. 

When the date is confirmed, tickets 
will go on sale. 

The band is now based in Liverpool 
and frontman Tom Harrison, aged 19, 
from Penkridge, said: “It was great to 
see all the fans that came up to sup¬ 
port us. There was some great compe¬ 
tition and we’re very grateful for the 
opportunity and very pleased to have 
made it through to the final.” 

Mothers beat their 
fundraising goal 

A GROUP of mothers smashed their 
fundraising target during an event to 
raise cash for a charity. 

The autistic pupils’ mothers organ¬ 
ised events at Dudley’s Woodsetton 
School in aid of the National Autistic 
Society. They raised nearly £2,000 - 
four times their £500 target - with all 
of the proceeds going to the charity. 

Organiser Joanne Haddock, aged 
31, from Coseley, said: “I’d like to 
thank everybody who has supported.” 

Kate Vickers, of the National Autis¬ 
tic Society, said: “We are really grate¬ 
ful for their support.” 

Photographer In 
camera club talk 

A PHOTOGRAPHER gives a talk to 
Hagley Camera Club next week, 

Rosie Hardy, fashion, portrait and 
conceptual art photographer, is giving 
a talk entitled 365 Days of Creativity 
at Holy Trinity Church Hall, Words- 
ley, next Tuesday, from 8.30pm. 

She will show some of her portfolio. 

Tickets are available in advance for 
£9 or £10 on the door and includes 
entry into the charity raffle with pro¬ 
ceeds going to the Tim Bacon Founda¬ 
tion, supporting cancer charities. 

Contact chair@hagleycameraclub. 
co.uk 

Man found dead 

A MAN was found dead at a home 
in Stourbridge. Police entered the 
property in South Road, Norton, at 
around 1pm on Good Friday. A man’s 
body was found inside. The death is 
not being treated as suspicious. 



LABOUR leader Jeremy Corbyn re¬ 
turned to the Dudley borough for the 
second time in a few weeks and de¬ 
fended himself against the raging an- 
ti-semitism storm. 

Mr Corbyn, on a visit to Wall Heath ahead of 
May’s local elections, told supporters he was dis¬ 
gusted by anti-semitic posts on social media and in¬ 
sisted: “None of it is done in my name.” He vowed 
he will fight anti-semitism ‘to my dying day’. 

Mr Corbyn insisted he was committed to ridding 
the party of anti-semitic views. The party has been 
engulfed in a row over anti-semitism with some La¬ 
bour MPs - including Dudley North’s Ian Austin 
- accusing the leadership of not doing enough to 
tackle it. But on Easter Monday’s visit, Mr Corbyn 
said: “I do not approve of it at all.” 

He added abusive and racist comments on social 
media accounts claiming to support him in no way 
represented his own views. “I’m disgusted by any 
anti-semitic comments or any other kind of racist 
comments placed on social media accounts and it 
has no place on social media and no place in our 
society, he said. Jeremy Corbyn is welcomed to Wall Heath by candidate Damian Corfield and Councillor Pete Lowe 

Facebook 

A media report claimed more than 2,000 anti-se¬ 
mitic, racist and abusive messages had been found 
on Facebook groups supporting the Labour leader. 

He has deleted his personal Facebook account. 

Dudley South Conservative MP Mike Wood joked 
that the Labour leader had chosen his constituency 
because ‘he knew he would get a friendlier welcome 
than in Dudley North’ - that of Labour MP, and 
regular Corbyn critic, Ian Austin. 

But the Tory MP, and former Dudley councillor, 
hit out at Mr Corbyn’s failure to decisively respond 
to anti-semitism accusations. Mr Corbyn hit back, 
saying: “We have a process for people who commit 
anti-semitic abuse. It is investigated and, if appro¬ 
priate, they will be suspended.” 

He spoke to residents on doorsteps during his 
visit to Wall Heath, where he was supporting coun¬ 
cil candidates ahead of May’s local elections. 

Mr Wood, also out campaigning, said: “Nobody 
thinks he is racist but the fact Jeremy is unable to 
recognise and deal with serious allegations of rac¬ 
ism within his party shows he’s unable or unfit to Jeremy Corbyn is given a custom-made cookie Mr Corbyn and Wall Heath candidate Damian Corfield 
lead the country. 
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YOUR REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS? 


We are a small family business established 
since 1990. With NO showrooms, 
salesmen or other costly overheads. 

We can offer very competitive prices on 

• uPVC replacement windows • Doors 

• Porches • Patio’s and Conservatories 


ONE WINDOW ORDERS WELCOME 

• High Security locking • Internal Glazing 
• No Deposit • 10 Year Guarantee 



FENSA 



Y 

1 1 *V>' , Directors 

» Phil Higley. Tim Wilson - 

01384 352535 
07973 114553 

www.choicewindowsdudley.co.uk 





Beds 


SOFAS, vinyl; 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets, plus shave doors 


FREE DELIVERY 
DISPOSAL AND 
SET UP ON REDS 


DISABLED? OAP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

or anyone who Just needs extra help! 

Can’t come to us, welt come to YOU 

We will bring 1 OOs of carpet samples 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 



Double Divan bed, 
free headboard, 

2 free drawers 
Was £699 

NOW £399 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxonys 

from 

sq yd 

was £1 4.00 


3 Seater 
Sofa Only 

£399 



Divan beds and 
mattresses 
from only 


Carpets 
from only 
£ 3.50 sq yd 



Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 
Burton Road, Gornal DY1 3TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 
SUNDAY - 10AM-3PM 




too 04 


DUDLEY 

SEDGLEY 

GORNAL 

COSELEY 


WOMBOURNE 

HIMLEY 

KINGSWINFORD 

NETHERTON 


WE COVER 
ALL AREAS 


01902 880341 


at 


Find us op 

google Maps 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, April 5, 2018 




























































Dudley Chronicle Thursday, April 5, 2018 


4 


COUNTY NEWS 


Majority up for 
bottle deposits 

ALMOST three-quarters of people 
would be likely to return cans and 
plastic bottles for recycling if they had 
to pay a lOp deposit on them, polling 
suggests. 

Deposit return schemes aim to 
boost recycling and reduce litter by 
charging a deposit on items such as 
bottled water or drinks cans which 
people can redeem when they return 
the containers to a secure collection 
point. The most effective deposit re¬ 
turn scheme would charge a refund¬ 
able lOp on “on-the-go” plastic and 
aluminium drinks containers, a new 
report by waste and recycling firm 
SUEZ suggests. 

Names wanted for 
school hero search 

UNSUNG heroes within classrooms 
across the region could be in the run¬ 
ning to win a national title. Schools 
throughout the West Midlands are be¬ 
ing called on to put forward nomina¬ 
tions for the 2018 Higher Level Teach¬ 
ing Assistant of the Year Awards. 

A panel of judges will select a top 
teaching assistant as the regional win¬ 
ner, who will then be in with a chance 
of being crowned the country’s best. 

Nominees, who must be put forward 
by June 8, need to demonstrate they 
are committed to pupils’ progress, as 
well as their own professional devel¬ 
opment. Email alisonpack@bestprac- 
ticenet.co.uk for a nomination pack. 

One in eight have 
no private pension 

ONE in eight people retiring this year 
have no private pension savings, a 
study has revealed. 

Some 12 per cent of people planning 
to retire in 2018 have no private pen¬ 
sion of their own, rising to nearly one 
in five (18 per cent) women, Pruden¬ 
tial found. Women retiring this year 
are more than twice as likely as men 
to have no private pension of their 
own to fall back on. Among men retir¬ 
ing this year, seven per cent have no 
private pension. 

Bus firm's million 
mobile ticket sales 

A BUS operator is celebrating after 
selling a million tickets on mobile 
phones. National Express West Mid¬ 
lands started selling tickets via mo¬ 
biles in September 2016 and has re¬ 
cently made its millionth sale. 

One in 10 journeys are now bought 
using the app. Since single tickets 
were made available on mobiles in 
January this year, the company has 
sold has sold almost 100,000 of them. 


80 homes plan at derelict industrial site 

AMBITIOUS plans to build 80 houses recommended for approval by Dudley plication, specifically both actual and The plans tie in with the council’s 
on a derelict industrial site in Dudley Council’s planning committee. probable shallow coal mine workings, ‘brownfield first policy’ on new hous- 

containing asbestos and mine shafts A council report said: “Due to the thick coal outcrops and recorded mine ing developments. The land is oppo- 
have been put forward. previous industrial uses on the site it entries (shafts). site Dudley Cemetery. 

C B Collier DY Limited wants to de- is contaminated with asbestos, hydro- “The site used to be an MEB depot Councillor Bayton said: “As long 
velop the former Midlands Electricity carbons and other contaminants. where electrical generating and dis- as the development is a mixed tenure 
Board (MEB) site in Bull Street. “Records held by the Coal Author- tribution took place. Historically a and includes social housing and family 

St James’s ward councillor Cathryn ity indicate that there are coal min- railway line also ran through the site, homes we welcome it. The developers 
Bayton welcomed the proposals but ing features and hazards, which have “The majority of the site has been would have to satisfy that all health 
called on developers to include social been considered in relation to the cleared and currently there are a and safety requirements are met re¬ 
housing, The application has been determination of this planning ap- number of spoil mounds with it.” garding asbestos and mine shafts.” 

We hope nobody has 
to suffer like we have 

By David Cosgrove 

‘I JUST hope the hospital 
makes improvements so no¬ 
body else suffers like we have 
had to.’ 

The words of Louise and Craig 
Oakley after Dudley’s NHS Trust 
admitted liability for their son 
Myles’ death - and agreed to a 
‘substantial undisclosed settle¬ 
ment’. 

The parents say three years on, they 
are still coming to terms with their 
loss. Louise, 40, said: “The agony of 
losing Myles is something that neither 
of us will fully ever get over.” 

Myles’ death is among dozens of 
cases that led to serious failings being 
uncovered in the quality of maternity 
services at Russells Hall between April 
2014 and December 2015. In all, 43 se¬ 
rious incidents were reported - with 25 
re-examined amid concerns over how 
they were originally investigated. 

Hospital bosses have offered their 
‘sincere condolences’ to the couple. 

Craig, from Dudley, said: “I wouldn’t 
wish the pain our family has gone 
through on anyone.” 

Louise went to hospital on May 7, 

2015, to give birth. But Myles’ condi¬ 
tion began to deteriorate and Louise 
was given drugs to speed up the labour. 

Myles was in distress but was not de¬ 
livered until after 10pm. He was born 
in a poor state and had to be resusci¬ 
tated. He deteriorated further and his 
parents took the heartbreaking deci¬ 
sion to turn off Myles’ life-support ma¬ 
chine the day after his birth. 

He was found to have died from a 
brain injury caused by a lack of oxygen, 
an infection and ante-partum bleeding. 

A ‘detailed clinical review’ has since 
been carried out with hospital bosses 
putting an improvement plan in place. 

A report by the Dudley Maternity 
Quality Improvement Board said the 
trust’s maternity services were now 
‘safer and more clinically effective’. 



Craig and Louise Oakley, who devastatingly lost their son Myles three years ago 



Myles Oakley, whose life support was switched off Russells Hall Hospital, where Myles was born and died 


Suspended 
jail term for 
ex-partner 
in blackmail 

A SPURNED lover threatened to post 
revealing images of his former part¬ 
ner on the internet after she dumped 
him, a court heard. 

Michael Greening initially de¬ 
manded £200 from the woman, who 
lived in the Dudley area, warning her 
that he would put the pictures on so¬ 
cial media sites if she did not comply. 

Instead she went to the police and 
Greening, aged 34, ended up at Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court on a charge 
of blackmail. 

He started seeing the victim after 
her marriage broke down but she 
ended the relationship after only a 
short time because she wanted to be 
reconciled with her husband, said Mr 
Ekwall Tiwana, prosecuting. 

However, Greening began sending 
her messages threatening to make 
public ‘quite provocative’ images of 
her and to tell her family unless she 
handed over money, the court heard. 

Passing a 15-month jail term, 
suspended for two years, the judge 
warned Greening he had come dan¬ 
gerously close to being locked up im¬ 
mediately but he said he held back 
because of the defendant’s learning 
difficulties and previous good char¬ 
acter. 

Recorder Jason Macadam said: 
“Blackmail is one of the most serious 
crimes you can commit. You are ex¬ 
tremely fortunate not to be going to 
prison for a considerable amount of 
time.” 

Greening, of Grafton Lane, Bid- 
ford,Wiltshire, pleaded guilty to 
blackmail and was also handed a five- 
year restraining order and ordered 
to carry out 25 days of rehabilitation 
activities. 

Future plans to be 
discussed at event 

DEVELOPMENTS for part of Dudley 
town centre are all to be discussed 
with residents at a drop-in session. 

A council team will look to discuss 
ongoing proposals for Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Street and Inhedge Park with 
residents. 

Following works tackling housing 
and waste enforcement issues, the 
council will look to engage residents 
in conversation about the future of 
the sites on April 17. 

The event will be at the DY1 Com¬ 
munity Building on Stafford Street, 
Dudley, at 4pm. Residents are also 
invited to a group discussion between 
6 and 8pm. 

Alan Lunt, Dudley Council’s strate¬ 
gic director of place, said: “This event 
is an opportunity for people to find out 
what developments have taken place.” 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 


Cloudy2Clear Windows.. 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
WbkhJ*; Trusted 
Trader 




All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 
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Funnyman 
emotional 
over slave 
plantation 

DUDLEY-BORN comedian Sir Lenny 
Henry has said he became emotional 
confronting the issue of slavery in a 
new documentary. 

Lenny Henry: The Commonwealth 
Kid, which aired on Easter Monday, 
saw the comic visit Jamaica. 

Sir Lenny said the issue was ‘like 
a big stone on my heart’ as he visited 
a rum plantation, where 400 slaves 
once worked. 

The star said: “To walk up these 
steps...to see where all these peo¬ 
ple used to work....these are my an¬ 
cestors. So to be in this place where 
this stuff used to happen is a shock. I 
couldn’t wait to get out of there.” 

The funnyman and Comic Relief 
campaigner also visited the land 
where his mother once lived in the 
BBC documentary, which investigates 
his own heritage and the relationship 
between the Commonwealth, the Car¬ 
ibbean and the UK. 

Sir Lenny, who shot to fame on 
winning New Faces in 1975 at the age 
of 18, said: “I expected there to be a 
house...I didn’t expect there to be a 
ruin. 

“My mum used to walk miles and 
miles with water and laundry. She 
was a subsistence farmer with my 
dad...and it was a punishing, gruelling 
existence.” 

Lenny Henry: The Commonwealth 
Kid was on BBC One and should still 
be available on the iPlayer. 

Council tax rise is 
called 'a betrayal' 

UKIP has branded widespread coun¬ 
cil tax increases as ‘the next great be¬ 
trayal’ of British voters. 

Bill Etheridge has accused local au¬ 
thorities of ‘gargantuan money grabs’ 
by raising the tax, after it emerged 
that the average English household 
will pay an extra £81 from April. 
Cash-strapped councils across the 
Black Country and Staffordshire are 
landing residents with rises of up to 
five per cent in a bid to boost their 
spending coffers. 

West Midlands MEP Mr Etheridge, 
who is also a Sedgley councillor, said: 
“Dudley residents suffered a 4.49 per 
cent council tax rise when Tory and 
Labour councillors joined forces to 
vote down UKIP’s much smaller pro¬ 
posal.” 


New table top sale 

A NEW weekly table top sale has 
been set up at Dudley Market this 
week. For £5, traders can set up stalls 
selling second-hand goods on a Mon¬ 
day from 9am to 4pm. Book by calling 
01384 231635. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Museum delivers colliery attraction 



Michelle Darby with Charlie the pony 


FOR centuries people toiled in the 
Black Country to get coal from the 
ground and into homes and factories. 

It was a rigorous job where men 
and women worked long hours in 
dark and dirty pits. 

But it was an important job which 
fuelled the industrial powerhouse of 
Great Britain. 

Now a colliery has been restored 
at the Black Country Living Museum 
to show what life was like for people 
working ‘on the surface’. 

Andrew Lovett, director and chief 
executive of the Tipton Road attrac¬ 


tion, said: “This is an important part 
of Black Country history for us to 
bring to life for our visitors. 

“Without coal, there would have 
been no steam power - the power 
behind the Industrial Revolution 
and the agent of social and economic 
change which helped create the world 
we live in today. 

“We are truly grateful to our gen¬ 
erous supporters who have made this 
new attraction possible.” 

The revamped attraction is called 
the Racecourse Colliery and has a 
number of features to bring it to life. 


A pit pony called Charlie is on hand 
to demonstrate how coal was trans¬ 
ported along the colliery, on a newly 
restored tramway. 

A pit cage has been set up showing 
how coal was lifted out the mine and 
a miner’s hovel has been refurbished 
showing where pitmen used to take 
breaks. 

The attraction also features sound 
and lighting effects to immerse visi¬ 
tors. Costumed characters will be on 
hand to tell the rich stories of men, 
women and children whose lives re¬ 
volved around collieries. 


to lay headstones down because it 
will become dangerous. We want 
to bring it back up to spec and 
make it look nice.” 

The group helps to maintain 
the Lye and Wollescote Cemetery, 
based on Spring Street. 

Members meet there on the first 
Saturday of every month. 


Man charged over 
shop raid attempt 

A MAN has been charged in connec¬ 
tion with an attempted robbery at 
a shop in Brierley Hill. The store in 
Dudley Road, was allegedly targeted 
at 11.05pm on March 26. 

Ian Campbell, 33, of Beech Cres¬ 
cent, Tipton, has been charged with 
robbery, attempted robbery, two 
counts of possessing an imitation 
firearm and having unlawfully and 
maliciously caused to be administered 
a bottle of spray bottle of bleach with 
intent to injure, aggrieve or annoy. 

He appeared at Dudley Magistrates 
Court and was remanded in custody 
to appear at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on April 25. 

Group in plans to 
run youth centre 

A GROUP that cares for autistic peo¬ 
ple has entered into talks with Dudley 
Council about taking over a commu¬ 
nity centre. 

Dudley Autistic Group wants to run 
Lower Gornal Youth Centre, which is 
owned by the local authority. 

Proposals have been drawn up so 
the council can declare the building 
surplus to requirements, in order for 
the building’s lease to be transferred. 

The ownership of the lease would be 
moved to the community group under 
a Community Asset Transfer. 

A decision will be made on April 9. 

How Great War 
affected women 

A MAJOR conference and jamboree 
will explore how the First World War 
affected the place of women in society. 

The two-day event takes place at 
the Black Country Museum in Dudley 
on April 13-14 and will look at the rip¬ 
ple-effect both during the conflict and 
following the 1918 armistice. 

One of the organisers, Maggie An¬ 
drews, Professor of Cultural History 
at the University of Worcester, said: 
’’Women struggled to feed their fam¬ 
ilies, care for children and make ends 
meet - struggles which often contin¬ 
ued in the inter-war years.” 

Two facing trial over 
alleged cruelty to dogs 

TWO men accused of causing unnec¬ 
essary suffering to 22 Jack Russell 
terrier type dogs are set to stand trial. 

Christopher Hadley, aged 60, from 
Clyde Street, Cradley Heath, and 
55-year-old Warick Hadley of Mount 
Pleasant, Quarry Bank will appear at 
Dudley Magistrates Court on June 27. 

They each denycharges, of not pro¬ 
viding fresh drinking water, and not 
properly investigating or addressing 
the dogs’ poor body condition. 


Action call as traveller 
camps on the increase 


ILLEGAL traveller camps are on the 
rise in Dudley with the number in¬ 
creasing by more than 250 per cent 
in the past five years. 

In 2013 there were nine illegal camps. 
But this rose each year until 2017 when 
the total was 34 - a rise of 278 per cent. 

New figures show there were 123 camps 
set up between 2013 and 2017 - with around 
one appearing on average every two weeks. It 
comes after council bosses drew up plans to 
build a controversial temporary travellers site 
in Coseley. 

Dudley Council leader Patrick Harley 
claimed the number would ‘double’ unless the 
local authority stepped in. 

He said the figures, revealed following a 
Freedom Of Information request, justified 
building a temporary travellers site in the bor¬ 
ough. 

The move has been opposed by residents and 
ward councillors in Coseley over fears of an 
increase in crime and the proposed land being 
contaminated. 

Backyard 

Councillor Harley said: “These figures re¬ 
ally justify why there is a need for a temporary 
transit site. Everybody seems to accept we need 
one but the problem is no-one wants one in 
their backyard. 

“This is the best course of action and if we 
don’t take that, the figure will double. 

“Sandwell Council has one, South Stafford¬ 
shire Council has one and Wolverhampton is 
being put under pressure. We are well down 
the road to having our own.” 

In 2014 there were 19 illegal camps, 28 in 
2015 and 33 in 2016. 

A transit site would give police and the coun¬ 
cil new powers to deal with illegal camps. Trav¬ 
ellers would be forced to move to the site and 
pay rent, or be told to leave the borough. 

Councillors have approved plans to build a 
transit site on council-owned land on Budden 
Road. It came out top in a shortlist of 10 po¬ 
tential sites, which went out to a public con¬ 
sultation. The council says the land has been 
made safe. 


Joy at grant to restore headstones 



Ready to refurbish historic graves and headstones, including that of Henry Woodridge, who 
died in 1913, Friends of Lye and Wollescote Cemeteiy, front, Rob Skelding and Stephanie 
Roch, with back, from left, Sue Smith, Raymond Griffiths, Neville Coss and Gelda Timm 


A FRIENDS group which cares 
for a cemetery is celebrating after 
securing £5,000 towards restoring 
historic graves and headstones. 

The money was granted to 
Friends of Lye and Wollescote 
Cemetery thanks to a local com¬ 
munity forum run by Dudley 
Council. Robert Skelding, treas¬ 


urer of the group in Stourbridge, 
said: “We are really pleased about 
securing the money. We can do 
quite a lot with £5,000. We esti¬ 
mated we need more than £20,000 
overall to make a real impact. 

“It is an old cemetery that goes 
back to 1879. It is a really old site 
of Victorian graves. We will have 


BLINDS 

DUDLEY - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! / AO 

3 child safe V \JX 
verticals w\3 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


(ife/tijle Window/ 

“Trad/men not fale/men” 

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Fascias 

• Guttering 

• 10,000 local installations available for viewing - please ask 

• Phone for a free quote and speak to Dave or Mark - deal direct with the owners 

• No sales reps, no sub contractors 
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•± Call us to find out why so many people choose 
Lifestyle Windows 01384 295855 
or visit our website www.lifestylewindows.com 

Kingswinford Fascias Part of the Windows Group 
Kingswinford Window Doctor 2015 Range of Doors Now Available 


^ Denture Care Clinic 

Hand crafted dentures 



“If you wear a 
denture then Lee 
Torrington is the man 
to see. A special 
thanks to him and his 
team for producing a 
fantastic upper 
denture for me. It is so 
natural looking and 
crafted to perfection” 


HOME VISITS AVAILABLE DENTURE PROBLEMS ? 

Call for a consultation 
Lee Torrington 

CDT Royal College Of Surgeons England RDT 

0121 585 8136 | B facebook 


3 A Blackberry Lane, Halesowen, B63 4NX 

www.denturecareclinic.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Litter louts 
just tip 
me over 
the edge 

WHICH crime has the biggest impact on 
your life? Murder? Knife crime, drugs? 

While these are clearly very serious, 
they are offences that thankfully affect 
very few of us on a daily basis. What re¬ 
ally affects me, day in, day out is not vio¬ 
lent crime, but litter. With graffiti coming a 
very close second. 

The most infuriating thing is that there 
is no justification or mitigation for com¬ 
mitting these offences. Nobody ever 
drops litter because they are poor or 
hungry. It is never a crime of passion or a 
moment of madness. It is always, without 
exception, a crime committed because 
the offender is too arrogant and self-cen¬ 
tred to give a thought for anybody but 
themselves. 

A couple of weeks ago I saw a young 
lad drop litter in the town centre, and 
was secretly bricking it as I pointed out 
his misdemeanour in front of his rowdy 
friends. A few years ago, I watched a 
young girl toss a fast-food carton out of 
the car window while stuck in traffic, and 
did what any responsible member of the 
public would do - and tossed it back in. 
I regretted when her mother tried to pull 
the mirror off my car and chased me for 
two miles, but I guess you’ve gotta make 
a stand. 

So I suppose I should be glad that our 
local councils are promising to crack 
down on litter louts with “zero-tolerance” 
hit squads, but I have my doubts. Dudley 
is now following the lead of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton by using the services of Kingdom Se¬ 
curity, which issues miscreants with spot 
fines. Better still, the wardens cost the 
councils nothing, as Kingdom makes its 
money from the fines. Everyone’s a win¬ 
ner, right? 

It didn’t quite work that way when 
Kingdom officers were employed in 
Maidstone, Kent. The council dispensed 
with Kingdom’s services last year after a 
woman was fined for feeding ducks in the 
River Medway. In The Wirral, Kingdom 
wardens fined David Ellis for unknowing¬ 
ly dropping a bookmark from his book. 
In Ruthin, North Wales, 68-year-old Ann 
Coleman was fined £75 for accidentally 
dropping a receipt. 

Maybe this is a price worth paying if it 
stops the real louts from dropping litter 
in the street, but I won’t hold my breath. 
Private litter wardens are driven by reve¬ 
nue, and it is hard to see them challeng¬ 
ing a gang of bona-fide yobs throwing 
down chip papers when they get paid the 
same for fining a little old lady feeding the 
ducks. 

Zero tolerance is rarely the answer. It’s 
throwing the book at hardened louts that 
gets results. 


This crime of our age is not going to go away 



Mary Berry - accused of ‘fat shaming’ 
after comment on the size of fellow chef 



Nathan Outlaw - laughed off comment 
amount his weight but some took umbrage 



Sir Stephen Hillier - and now even Air Chief 
Marshals are looking younger 


Fat chance of no 
bitterness shown 


SLENDER Mary Berry stands accused of “fat 
shaming” after commenting on the size of fel¬ 
low chef Nathan Outlaw. She suggested that 
Nathan, a keen surfer, would put “a bit of weight 
on that board.” He laughed it off but some view¬ 
ers took instant umbrage and accused Ber¬ 
ry of rudeness. Fat-shaming is a crime of our 
age and you might think an enlightened soci¬ 
ety would eventually shun it. But I don’t think 
it will go away. I bet fat-shaming will increase 
- and this is may be the reason why. There is 
serious talk of the Government raising a special 
ring-fenced tax exclusively to pay for the health 
service. This means, for the first time, we will 
all see in our wage packets how much of our 
hard-earned money is going to the NHS. Obesi¬ 
ty costs the NHS about £16,000 million a year. 
Some experts believe it could eventually bank¬ 
rupt the NHS. See how some bitterness might 
creep in? You can just hear it - you’re wasting 
my money, fatso. 

FUNNY old world. I always assumed I vot¬ 
ed to leave the EU in 2016 because I am a bit 
dim, poorly educated and dislike foreigners. I 
learn from this week’s revelations to the Com¬ 
mons media committee that I actually voted 
for Brexit because my personal data had been 
secretly “mined” from Facebook and used to 
bombard me with subliminal online messages 
(even though I’m not on Facebook). This is good 
news for it means I am no longer an imbecile 
but a victim. So tell me where do I get my com¬ 
pensation? 

FOR somebody who isn’t anti-semitic, 
doesn’t Jeremy Corbyn does seem to spend an 
awful lot of time apologising for anti-semitism? 

BUT then it’s understandable. Right at the 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


heart of the Labour movement is total, unwa¬ 
vering support for the Palestinian cause and 
a visceral hatred of international capitalism. If 
some mischief-maker whispers into the ear of 
a dedicated young activist that the Zionists are 
the enemy in both these epic struggles, it can 
seem to make sense. The “pockets of anti-sem- 
itism” Jeremy Corbyn apologises for today are 
actually part of a contagion of blaming the Jews 
which has infested Europe for more than 1,000 
years. 

A GLUM report by the World Wide Fund for 
Nature calculates that making a single portion 
of Welsh lamb cawl stew causes as much pol¬ 
lution as driving 31 miles, or 5.9 kilograms of 
greenhouse gases. I don’t know how you react¬ 
ed to this news but it reminded me how long it 
had been since I’d had a bowl of delicious, thick 
lamb stew. Stuff the planet, I want my cawl. 
So that’s definitely on the menu for tomorrow. 
Thanks for the reminder, WWF. Just the occa¬ 
sional treat, you understand. 

THE “just a treat” philosophy can be seen 
everywhere this week. Yes, of course we want 
an end to overpackaging with plastic. But not 
until Easter is over, okay? The supermarket 
aisles are packed with chocolate eggs framed 
in single-use black plastic trays, wrapped in foil 
then wrapped again in more black plastic and 
see-through plastic, enough to choke a whole 
colony of turtles. The excuse for this orgy of 
planet-polluting excess is that Easter comes 


only once a year and what’s the harm with the 
occasional treat? The same argument is trotted 
out for Bonfire Night when all our pious words 
about having air that’s fit to breathe vanish into 
a sulphurous cloud of fireworks and burning 
pallets. It’s just a treat, innit? Like the cupcakes 
handed out at charity coffee mornings: let’s 
fight cancer by giving everybody diabetes. The 
problem with the “just a treat” approach is that 
we want our treats every day of the year. And 
the more that po-faced experts warn us of the 
consequences, the more delicious that treat 
seems. 

THE Royal Air Force is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary and its chief officer Sir Stephen Hill¬ 
ier is doing the media rounds to promote the 
event. As we reach a certain age we get used to 
police, MPs, headteachers and bishops seem¬ 
ing unnaturally youthful. I hadn’t noticed until 
this week that Air Chief Marshals are looking 
younger. 

I SEND as few emails as possible. I never text. 
I don’t use social media. And yet, oh folly, in an 
unguarded moment I recently sent a friend an 
image of my lunch, cleverly re-arranged into a 
cheerful face with a big pastie nose and a smile 
of roast potatoes. As you do. Goodness knows 
what the global data-filching industry will make 
of this. Clearly Citizen Rhodes enjoys pasties 
and has an artistic bent, and too much time on 
his hands. 

TALKING of iconic animals, I cannot be the 
only person alarmed to see the burger chain 
McDonald’s has a promotional partnership with 
the makers of the new Peter Rabbit film. Run, 
Peter! For God’s sake, run! 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

TV choice 
is what you 
want not 
everything 

I REMEMBER when you could put a telly 
anywhere in the house and you would get 
some kind of signal, before you even put 
some kind of aerial in the back of it. 

What’s happened to those days? It was 
so simple. Buy a TV, maybe a portable, 
fiddle about with the dials a bit and the 
aerial on top and hey presto! instant ac¬ 
cess to four, or maybe even five channels. 

Having switched over to digital - with¬ 
out any public consultation that I can 
remember, or maybe I just didn’t under¬ 
stand the concept - I’m sure I am not 
alone when I say the service is useless in 
comparison. 

My household pays for Sky, we have it 
plugged into two TVs, via cumbersome 
cables, straight from the dish. But even 
then it’s sometimes hit and miss as to the 
quality of the picture, and we don’t exact¬ 
ly live out in the sticks. 

Try to get a signal without any direct in¬ 
put from the supplier - ie with a portable 
aerial which I now seem to have a box¬ 
ful of because they’re all useless - and 
you’re on a hiding to nothing. 

Yes, there’s Netflix, or Amazon fires- 
ticks, or whatever they’re called - fine if 
you can afford it on top of the costs of a 
generic provider, but hold on, don’t we all 
pay a TV licence? 

I yearn for the days when it was simply 
a matter of turning on one little switch and 
not worrying about scrolling down hun¬ 
dreds of channels and wading through 
countless second-rate moralistic Amer¬ 
ican police-based dramas, or the con¬ 
stant re-runs of Only Fools and Horses. 

I’m not even going to mention 15-year- 
old Top Gear shows, where the cars they 
feature have long-since been put out to 
pasture in some great scrapyard in the 
sky. 

It is a salient observation, but we have 
now reached absolute saturation point 
with the communications and entertain¬ 
ments available to us via the screen, 
which once was just a box in the corner 
blasting out programming, with the only 
choice being whether you could put up 
with advert breaks or not. 

I mean, if we have any say in it at all, 
can’t we demand that if we don’t want 
external services such as Sky, and want 
to rely purely on Freeview, isn’t it enough 
that there is a TV licence fee? 

Alternatively, why should we have to 
pay for a licence, if we don’t watch any¬ 
thing other than programmes via Netflix, 
Sky or Amazon etc. 

There needs to be a change now, 
choice doesn’t mean having everything 
available, it means cutting out what you 
don’t want and concentrating purely on 
what you do want. 

GRAEME ANDREW 



Garden Supplies Direct 

Great Spring Offers - Delivered to your door. 
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Levington 
Farmyard Manure 
50 litre 


Ambassador 
Multi Purpose 
40 litre 


Levington 
Multi Purpose 
50 litre 


Ambassador 
Decorative Bark 
70 litre 


Our 2018 Catalogue is Full of Great Offers and is now available. 


Call, Email or visit our NEW website to order your FREE copy. 


Fast & Friendly 
Service 


Call Paul on 01562 741820 / mobile 07704 346506 
Email: gardensuppliesdirect@blueyonder.co.uk 
www.paulsgardensupplies.co.uk 
Delivery: £3 - Orders £25+ Delivered FREE! 


Delivering Quality 
Products Since 
2007 



WE HAVE A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER 


01384 918383 


Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 
Visit our new website 


www. delphglazedunits. co .uk 

Mobile: 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



• Romans • Pleated 


• Conservatory Roof Blinds 



• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 












































Get expert advice from trusted professionals at Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Limited 


Window firm with a wealth of experience 


Investing in new windows and doors or a 
conservatory is a huge commitment, so it 
is vital to get expert advice from trusted 
professionals. 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Limited 
have a wealth of experience and will spend time 
with you, thoroughly discussing your options. 

Offering a 10-year insurance backed 
guarantee, they will never ask for a deposit or 
stage payments - with customers only paying 
after the installation is complete. 

And after they’ve left you to enjoy your new 
purchase, they won’t just walk off into the 


sunset. In the unlikely event of something 
going wrong with your windows, doors or 
conservatory you’ll be fully covered for after 
care with your guarantee. 

The company, which is based in Halesowen, 
can also assist with repairs and maintenance 
problems with your current windows, doors 
and conservatories regardless of who originally 
fitted them. 

These are people who definitely know what 
they’re doing! 

And, if you’re scratching your head for ideas 
on how to fund your new project, they can 


give you some help. A company spokesman 
said: “A Barclays Home Improvement Account 
offers you the ideal way to fund your home 
improvement.” 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd’s 
products are fabricated ‘in house’, utilising 
their own specialist PVCu manufacturing plant. 
The company has over 30 years experience, 
and are a major supplier of quality PVCu 
installations of windows, doors, conservatories, 
porches, orangeries and fascia and soffit 
boards throughout the West Midlands. 

“All installations are fully supervised from 


initial design through to final installation by 
expert Rydale operatives,” added the company 
spokesman. 

The team of expert fitters have a wealth of 
experience and are recommended for their 
polite, courteous and tidy approach. 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd is 
Certass registered and Fair Trades and No 
Rogue Traders Here approved. 

In addition the company is fully compliant with 
Document L Building Regulations. 

“Our approach ensures a consistently high 
level of quality control and also allows our 


customers to achieve considerable savings 
by buying direct,” added their company 
spokesman. 

Their A rated windows, which reduce heat 
loss by more than 20 per cent, are fitted as 
standard and can save over £250 off your 
heating bill in the first year alone. 

At Rydale Windows they take security very 
seriously. “All of our doors and windows are 
fitted with high security multi point locks.” 

For further information contact Rydale 
Windows (Manufacturing) Limited on 0800 917 
6060 or visit www.rydalewindows.co.uk 



tXadte Uu^ LU(£tit'ii&ddXUL Ul 


Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 
on your guttering or windows 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVG products. 
Guttering and Driveways 
valeting available. 


Supply only 
Available to 
the trade on all 
our products 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


WindowsftD oorsTyCoi 
Prangeries flpprches 1 
and Soffit 'Boards! 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON APRIL INSTALLATIONS 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 
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We are a professional, family run, local company installing quality windows, doors, conservatories and orangeries, 

We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we can offer 
all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 


ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


For more information call us now on 


storm 


or visit our website at www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 

Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Showroom Opening Hours Monday - Thursday 10am - 6pm, Friday 10am - 5pm, Saturday 10am - 4pm, Sunday 10am 
**Authorised and regulated by the financial conduct authority. We are a credit broker not a lender. We offer credit facillities from one lender. 


WOMBOURNE 

WINDOWS 

SHOWROOM 
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A ditty to offer hope for the Hippo 

Save our Hippodrome - a poem theatre for everyone, and more impor- If saved and renovated this theatre 

tant - it could last. could be the new heart and soul of 

I know it’s been neglected and in Dudley, with evening shows and events 

need of a bit of paint, In a world when it’s easier to knock in the day, 

And if Dudley Council says it’s past down than preserve, Or do they prefer to bulldoze and 

it, I’m telling you it ain’t. I think to renovate our famous the- ignore what the people of Dudley say? 

atre is what the people of Dudley de- 

Why don’t they show enthusiasm serve. The people, the electorate are watch- 

and back our campaign, ing how they conduct themselves dur- 

To bring back our Hippo to glory and Why don’t Dudley Council be brave ing this emotional time, whether they 
its original fame. and encourage groups like us, take or give. 

Who believe in the history and the I hope they decide to be decent and 
To the cynics who say we are living heritage of Dudley instead of blocking brave and let our wonderful Hippo live, 
in the past, and making a fuss? MAC SCOTT MBE 

The Hippo could be renovated as a Dudley Hippodrome Group 


Don’t just 
erase our 
town’s past 

A HOUSE which we lived 
in, Waverley House, Drews 
Holloway, Colley Gate, still 
stands in its Edwardian 
setting. Opposite is the last 
property of a row of Victo¬ 
rian middle class houses - 
Noah Hingley’s, all replaced 
by modern houses. 

Hingley’s house should 
be rebuilt after transfer to 
the Black Country Museum 
together with a background 
account of Hingley’s Iron 
Works and the full history 
of the items made for the Ti¬ 
tanic and sister ships. Years 
ago we lived in High Haden 
Road and joined the pro¬ 
test against the demolition 
of Haden Hall - two halls 
stand as gems which would 
have gone. 

Halesowen has lost a 
number of historic build¬ 
ings which could have been 
incorporated in the modern 
design of the town around 
the Norman church. 

Let us put as much of the 
heritage and history of the 
area on the map. 

MR RT SLIM 

Halesowen 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, dudley.chrons@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as / 
soon as we can. 

The Chronicles adhere to the \ 
Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www. 
ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the accu¬ 
racy of a story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


ipsoT^^T 



If we cannot reach a resolution 
contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon¬ 
don, EC4M 7LG 


EU is still in driving 
seat for negotiations 

DAVID Davis has shown again that the EU is in the driv¬ 
ing seat for the Brexit negotiations. Sovereignty, which 
leavers mistakenly think we have lost and will regain with 
Brexit, has been put on hold for 21 months, until Decem¬ 
ber 2020. This is to allow Davis to complete his ‘falling off a 
log’ negotiations. Which now means, ‘I will fall over myself 
to get any deal possible from the EU’. 

Meanwhile, thousands of extra staff are needed by vari¬ 
ous government agencies and departments to run Britain 
when it is separate from the EU. Yet more cost eating into 
the fictitious £350m a week benefit to be had from Brexit. 

The irony is, of course, that we will not gain any increase 
in sovereignty through all this process. 

DAVID TAYLOR 
Wombourne 


Church was 
still open 
in the snow 

WELL, how quickly we close 
down things at the sign of 
snow and bad weather. 

Not just schools and 
events, but churches as well 
shut their doors at the drop 
of a hat, or should I say a 
snowflake. 

So I just wanted to say 
that whether it’s the ‘Big 
Beast from the East’ or the 
‘Mini Beast from the East’, 
or even one of the beasts in 
the book of Revelations in 
the Bible, the Dudley Bap¬ 
tist Church in Priory Road, 
was open for business, the 
Lord’s business, last Sunday 
evening. 

Around 80 people at¬ 
tended worship, in spite of 
the wintry conditions and 
I joined them, though not a 
member of their fellowship. 
I thought to myself, ‘I bet 
their church will be open,’ 
a sure and certain bet, and 
it was. 

So I was blessed and im¬ 
pressed. 

Thank you my Christian 
friends. 

RAY BADDAMS 

Dudley 


EMERGENCY SOFA REDUCTIONS 
JUST THIS WEEK 

YOU CAN SAVE AN EXTRA £100 TO £150 
ON CLEARANCE ITEMS 


Italian Leather Suites £299 each 
JL- Soft Cover Suites £150 to £350 
M Fabulous Glitz Crushed Velvet 
Corner Units Online £ 2,799 
Our Price from £599 


Pair of REAL 
LEATHER 
sofas just 

. £399 _ 


SOMETHING 

FOR 

EVERYONE! 


=1 £599 r-5 



TRADE SOFAS 

UNIT 12 PEARTREE LANE, DUDLEY. DY2 OQU I 01384 484077 

10-3PM I ESTABLISHED 


Pictures for illustration purposes only 
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ATHROOMS, 


YOUR CHOICE... FOR A 


BATHROOM 





THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM REFURBISHMENT 

We want YOUR CHOICE to be us... 


iSstK®, 


“ Our company is owned and run by 
local tradesmen meaning the work 
is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low 
as possible in order to keep within 
the budgets of retired, disabled and 
working families which make up 
95% of our customers ” 


• 90x90 Quadrant Cubicle with 
low level tray *15 SQM Wall Tiles 
• Tiled Floor • Replacement 
Shower • New Basin & WC 
• All Rubbish Removed 


WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
HOME VISIT & ON THE SPOT PRICE 
WITHIN 48 HRS OF YOUR CALL 


THIS WEEKS 

BATHROOM SPECIAL 


Are you having problems getting in and out 
of your Bath? We will remove the Bath & 
Fit an easy access low level round, square 
or oblong cubicle and tiled inside. 
Supply a new replacement shower. 

A Folding Seat & Grab Rail. 

ALL FOR ONLY 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED 
& DISABLED 
CUSTOMERS 


Unit 4, Charter-field Shopping Centre, Charter-field Drive, Kingswinford, DY6 7SH 


TELEPHONE: 01384 287222 

www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 




Open 9am - 5pm 6 days a week 

Showroom also at: Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, WVI I ITW. 01902 861908 
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Carera Windows has fitted more than half a million quality windows and doors Carera prides itself on offering honest and professional expert advice 


Market leading Stourbridge double glazing 
business Carera Windows has fitted more 
than half a million quality windows and doors 
over the past 28 years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide 
a level of customer service that is second 
to none. More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 
authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 


Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 
using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors, sliding 
patio doors, french double doors and porches. 


Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 


the business across the country. Carera prides 
itself on offering honest and professional expert 
advice, installing 100 per cent high quality 
products, sensible prices and outstanding 
customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 


aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 



•r your getting 
3 quotes make 
sure Carera is 
ore of tkem!!!! 
Call us TODAY 
»i384 44249(9 
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Proud to have worked with 


the big build 


Top Quality a kchc u 
Products At Great Prices 
Yale Locking Systems 
Swish Window & Door Systems 
Payment On Completion 
Full 10 Year Guarantee 
No Deposit Required 

us NOW 


Make the right choice for your new windows, 
conservatories, orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, 
it has had the same owner since it opened 
in 1989. Call them now for your FREE 
no obligation quotations. Our visit takes 
approximately 20-30 minutes 

Visit our large beautiful 
showroom with all products on 
display for a warm welcome 


L 


CARERA 


WINDOWS • DOORS • PORCHES • ORANGERIES • CONSERVATORIES 

24, Junction Rd, Audnam, 01384 442 490 


Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 


www.carerawindomrs.co.uk 


Yale 


FENSA 


Registered Company 
































































Stuff of dreams: 
Neds to join up for 
Banstock festival 

THE Wonder Stuffs Miles Hunt and Ned’s Atomic 
Dustbin members Jonn and Rat will play a show in Wol¬ 
verhampton this summer. 

The Stourbridge rock artists will perform at Bantock 
House’s music festival, Banstock in July. 

News of the show follows a tour The Wonder Stuff and 
Ned’s Atomic Dustbin are undertaking together - with 
their first concert taking place in Liverpool. 

The 12-date UK tour is the first time the acts have 
shared a stage for 28 years. They will play two gigs at 
the 02 Academy in Birmingham on April 14 and 15 as 
part of the tour. 

The first of these has already sold out. Miles, Jonn 
Penney and Gareth ‘Rat’ Pring will then play Banstock 
2018: Songwriters’ Garden Party on Saturday, July 7. 
Miles will be the headline act, with the Ned’s members 
supporting. 

Ned’s Atomic Dustbin frontman Jonn Penney said his 
and Rat’s set would be acoustic after the pair recently 
‘caught the bug’ for the playing style. He also promised 
some ‘big surprises’ for fans at the summer show. 

The event will be a family friendly garden party, say 
organisers. 

Tickets for Banstock 2018: Songwriters’ Garden Party 
cost £16.49 before June 1 but £18.71 afterwards. 


Ace picture ot 
Jordanne’s boy 

TENNIS star Jordanne Whiley posted this 
adorable photo with her two-month old 
son online. 

The Paralympian gave birth to her son 
Jackson Nigel McCarroll on January 30, 
weighing a healthy 71b 13oz. 

Jordanne, from Halesowen, who has 
won 10 tennis wheelchair titles, took a 
break from the sport whilst expecting her 
first child. 

The 25-year-old posted the latest black 
and white snap on her social media ac¬ 
counts, accompanied by a heart emoji. Her 
partner and Jackson’s father, Marc Mc¬ 
Carroll, is also a wheelchair tennis player. 
Jordanne was ranked the number one 
women’s wheelchair doubles player in the 
world in 2015. She won a bronze medal at 
the 2012 and 2016 Paralympic Games and 
was awarded an MBE in the 2015 Queen’s 
Birthday Honours. 

In 2014, she won four Grand Slam tour¬ 
naments with her doubles partner, Yui 
Kamiji. In 2015 she won her first ever 
Grand Slam singles title at US Open. 

Her father, Keith, also won a Paralym¬ 
pic bronze medal at the 1984 New York 
games. His medal came in track and field 
after he claimed the 100-metre title. 



Jordanne Whiley posted this picture on social media 


Woman knifed 11 
for her car keys 
in street attack 

A WOMAN was stabbed three times for her car keys in 
Tipton. West Midlands Police has now launched an in¬ 
vestigation into the attack which is said to have taken 
place at around 7.20am in High Street car park, in the 
Princes End area. 

The woman had reportedly just dropped her child off 
at a nearby nursery when she refused to hand over her 
keys and was attacked. Passers-by rushed to her aid and 
called emergency services. She was taken to hospital 
with stab wounds to her breast, abdomen and arm. 

Police say she has now been discharged from hospital 
and is now recovering at home. 

Officers confirmed the attacker was not known to the 
woman and no arrests have been made at this stage. 

A spokesman from West Midlands Police said: “The 
victim has been discharged from hospital to recover at 
home. No arrests have been made at this stage. Enquir¬ 
ies are still on-going.” 

Residents and shop workers in the area believed the 
woman had been taking her child to the nearby Unicorn 
Day Nursery. 

Anyone with information that could help West Mid¬ 
lands Police with their investigationis asked to call of¬ 
ficers on the non-emergency 101 number, quoting the 
incident number 20SW/69879U/18. 


Six-figure 
payout over 
hospital's 
drug error 


DUDLEY NHS Trust has agreed a six-figure 
settlement after a medication error caused 
irreversible damage to a patient’s inner ear 
- leaving her unable to balance without sup¬ 
port when standing. 

The 57-year-old said the impact on her health - 
caused by her needlessly being prescribed the anti¬ 
biotic Gentamicin for seven weeks - has been dev¬ 


astating. 

She says she now has ‘lit¬ 
tle life at all’, is confined 
to sleeping downstairs at 
home, has no social life and 
suffers from anxiety. 

The woman had come 
through an operation to 
drain three abscesses on 
her brain at Birmingham’s 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
and was transferred to Rus- 
sells Hall to recover, and 
was given antibiotics daily 
for six weeks. 

Doctors changed her med¬ 
ication when discharging 
her, meaning she only had 
to visit a local clinic once a 
day. 

Problems 

But, the decision to put 
her on an intravenous 
course of Gentamicin - used 
to treat severe infections 
and known to cause inner 
ear problems as a side effect 
- was not checked with spe¬ 
cialists at the QE. 

Independent medical ex¬ 
perts, consulted as part of a 
legal case against The Dud¬ 
ley Group NHS Foundation 
Trust, said the drug should 
not have been prescribed. 

At the most, the experts 
said Gentamicin should 
have been taken for a maxi- 


By David Cosgrove 


mum of seven days, yet the 
patient was on it for 52 days 
after being released from 
hospital in November 2013. 

The woman began to 
feel unwell at home in late 
December, suffering from 
unsteadiness on her feet, 
nausea and feeling disorien¬ 
tated. Two weeks later, she 
was admitted to the hospi¬ 
tal, where it was assumed 
she’d had a reaction to epi¬ 
lepsy medication. 

Suffering from increased 
confusion and dizziness and 
having difficulty walking, 
she was finally taken off the 
drug on January 6, 2014, 
but still remained on two 
more intravenous antibiot¬ 
ics for a further month. 

When she saw an ear nose 
and throat specialist four 
months later, she was told 
she had suffered gentamicin 
toxicity, which had caused 
the damage to her inner ear. 

Diane Wake, chief execu¬ 
tive of Dudley Group NHS 
Foundation Trust, said: “We 
are deeply sorry that the an¬ 
tibiotic regime resulted in 
such severe side effects and 
we apologise for the long¬ 
term impact and distress 
this has caused.” 


Bus firm’s millionth 

A BUS operator is celebrating after selling a million tickets 
on mobile phones. National Express West Midlands start¬ 
ed selling tickets via mobiles in September 2016 and has 
recently made its millionth sale. One in 10 journeys are 
now bought using the app. Since single tickets were made 
available on mobiles in January this year, the company has 
sold has sold almost 100,000 of them. 



BEDS AND MATTRESSES TO 
CLEAR FROM JUST £69 

FULL RANGE OF SIZES 

WE DELIVER FREE OF CHARGE 

WE EVEN TAKE AWAY YOUR OLD 
MATTRESS AND BEDS FREE 
OF CHARGE 


CALL 

HURRY - IT WON’T LAST FOREVER! 

[j^YOU CAN’T COME TO US WE W imCOMELToWoUl 

Told suite 


PART EXCHANGE 


lifllilWllIlii 


aPTOSKniD 


A Large Selection of Recliners and Riser Recliners also available FROM £495 


nt*n3miAr/\^M Three Piece Suites, Chairs, 
c IV\1 -Ml Cl Beds, Carpets, Dining and 

ru irnitu re Bedroom Furniture 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm Sun 10.30am-4.30pm • LARGE CAR PARK FREE EES E3 E2 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 
Tel: 01384 295660 
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BATHROOM 

SCALES 

FROM £10 

RADIATORS 

FROM £10 

SLOW 

COOKERS 

FROM £10 

KITCHEN 

ACCESSORIES 

FROM £10 

FAN 

HEATERS 

FROM £10 

STEAM 

IRONS 

FROM £10 
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Kettle and Toaster Man 

TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Unit 2C, Albion Works, Moor St., Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 3SZ 

Tel: 01384 483 286 

Est. Over 20 Years * OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm 


We specialise in finding you 
the best deals available 
on daily basis. We stock 
electrical and other amazing 
retail products at up to 
90% off the normal retail 
selling price. 


OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm | .. dc | 

Offers expire 8th April 2018. T&C’s apply 
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Council’s joy after 
business moves in 

COUNCIL chiefs have welcomed a business which is the 
latest tenant at the DY5 enterprise zone. 

Financial advice firm Prosperity Wealth has moved into 
a 12,000 sq ft office situated at the Waterfront in Brierley 
Hill. 

It is the latest firm to relocate and reap the benefits of 
DY5, Dudley’s business and innovation enterprise zone. 

Under the scheme, there are various advantages for 
businesses, including business rate relief for five years, su¬ 
perfast broadband, a central location and improved trans¬ 
port links when the new Metro line opens. 

Councillor Ian Kettle, cabinet member for planning and 
economic development said: “The enterprise zone offers 
fantastic ready to move into office accommodation to suit 
any business and I’m delighted Prosperity Wealth has cho¬ 
sen DY5 as the location to continue the successful growth 
of their business. 

“DY5 will support Prosperity Wealth and any other busi¬ 
ness that want to relocate. 

“Together we can build a successful enterprise that 
breathes new life into the area and supports the growth of 
the local economy.” 


New babies swing 
into life at zoo 



The baby lar gibbon with mother Meo at Dudley zoo 


ZOO keepers at Dudley Zoological Gardens are celebrating 
the arrival of three baby primates born at the attraction. 

Two little lemurs and a lar gibbon were all born at the 
zoo last month - both species classed as endangered in the 
wild. 

The baby lar gibbon was born on March 14, and is the 
third baby to mother Meo and father Huggy. Their other 
offspring are six-year-old Penny and three-year-old Indah. 

The twin ring-tailed lemurs arrived on March 18, and 
are the 13th and 14th babies produced at Dudley Zoo by 
mother Phoebe and father Frank. 

Pat Stevens, upper primates section leader, said: “It has 
been very busy on the primates section over the past week 
and we are so happy. 

“All the youngsters are clinging to their mums, feeding 
fine and doing very well. We won’t know what sex they are 
for several weeks and will then come up with some suitable 
names.” 

Anger as loo roll is 
removed at school 

A SCHOOL has come under fire after its headteacher de¬ 
cided to remove toilet paper from the pupils’ loos. 

It is believed Oldswinford Primary School acting head¬ 
teacher, Jo Seker, told pupils they would have to ask for 
toilet roll if they wanted to use the bathroom - then return 
it to teachers afterwards. 

But Mrs Seker has defended her decision - and said a 
number of incidents with pupils in the Stourbridge school’s 
bathrooms had prompted the ban. She said: “In recent 
weeks we have had a number of isolated incidents in school 
of disappointing behaviour in the bathrooms which have 
caused flooding, damage and temporary closure of facilities. 

“To avoid any further incidents we have introduced a 
temporary system until lockable dispensers are installed. 
We are not limiting the amount of toilet roll children can 
use.” Councillor Paul Broth wood, leader of the Dudley 
UKIP Group, said the ‘world had gone mad’. 


Alert as masked men ram 
garage in attempted raid 


STAFFORDSHIRE Police is 
asking people to stay vigilant 
after an attempted burglary 
near Stourbridge. 

Three to four white men in bal¬ 
aclavas were spotted driving into 
a garage door on Hyperion Road, 
Stourton, around 5pm on Tues¬ 
day, March 27. 


The men, who were seen in a black 
Audi, partial registration OV60, dam¬ 
aged the garage door in the attempted 
break-in. 

According to police, their target was 
believed to be a vehicle they thought 
was parked inside the garage. 

After damaging the door, the of¬ 
fenders drove off at speed. 

Nothing was taken from the garage. 
A spokesman for Staffordshire Police 


said: “Unknown offenders in a black 
Audi vehicle (partial registration 
OV60) were seen to drive into a secure 
garage door causing damage to the 
same. It is thought that their target 
was a vehicle that they believed was 
parked inside. Nothing was taken. 

“We are asking that the public stay 
vigilant and report any suspicious 
activity to police on 101 or 999 in an 
emergency.” 


PM praise on low 
council tax levels 

THE Prime Minister has praised Dudley Council for 
keeping council tax rates low in comparison to the rest 
of the region. Theresa May hailed ‘the success’ of the 
Tory-led authority in response to a question from Dud¬ 
ley South MP Mike Wood during PMQs. 

She also gave her approval to the council’s investment 
in street cleaning and backed the maintaining of weekly 
bin collections across the borough. Mr Wood said: “The 
Prime Minister has a lot of issues to deal with and I 
am really pleased that she made the time to pay tribute 
to the tremendous work done by Dudley Council. It is 
fantastic news and down to the hard work of the leader, 
Patrick Harley, and his team who deliver for residents 
on important issues like keeping council tax low.” 
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FOR THIS EASTER HOLIDAY WEEKEND 
EXTRA discount & special Sale offers... 

plus a low deposit & pay nothing 
until Autumn 2018 interest free option! 



There’s still great Easter savings across all departments of our 35,000 sq.ft, furniture superstore, 
with many exciting new furniture collections on display for the first time! 




LLIAM&SONS 

.williamandsons.co.uk 


Level Street, Merry Hill, Dudley West Midlands DY5 1UA T. 01384 77444 


OPENING TIMES: 
Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


PRICE 

MATCH 

PROMISE 

We’ll not be 
beaten on price! 

. That’s our promise 
**. # to you! 


0% APR Representative Tow deposit Pay Nothing Until Autumn 2018 Interest Free Option available on all orders over £500. All balances must be paid in full by the end of the first six months after delivery or collection as highlighted at the time of purchase. 
Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability E&OE. 
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First properties at old 
hospital on the market 



The site will become home to 29 apartments A bedroom in the apartment 



The old Guest Hospital has lain undeveloped Bourne Hall interior shots 


14739 homeless 
in front of the 
region's courts 

MORE than 700 homeless people have been 
dragged before courts in the West Midlands 
over the last four years for rough sleeping. 

New figures show the region has the 
second highest rate in the country when 
it comes to enforcing a centuries old law 
which bans vagrancy. 

Across the West Midlands 739 people 
were arrested and charged under the legis¬ 
lation - the second highest outside London 
- according to figures from a Freedom of 
Information request. 

It comes as the Lib Dems called for the 
repeal of the Vagrancy Act, which dates 
back to the time of King George IV. 

Since 2014 in England and Wales, 7,688 
people have been taken to court for being 
homeless. 

A total of 2,278 people were arrested by 
the Metropolitan Police, 520 by Greater 
Manchester Police, 448 in Northumbria 
and 689 by Merseyside Police. 

Homelessness has become a critical issue 
across the region, with the number of peo¬ 
ple sleeping rough rising in recent years. 

In Wolverhampton the number of peo¬ 
ple seeking help with accommodation rose 
from 1,326 in 2015/16 to 1,700 in 2016/17. 
On an average night in 2017 there were 23 
people sleeping on the city’s streets. 

Nick Machnik-Foster, a Lib Dem cam¬ 
paigner in the Black Country, has called on 
local councils to do more to tackle the crisis. 

He said: “We have a homelessness crisis 
on the streets of our region.This has to be 
one of the most unforgiving times to be 
homeless in the Black Country.” 


Business event key 

DUDLEY Council has hailed the impor¬ 
tance of the Black Country Business Festi¬ 
val. More than 120 events take place from 
April 23 to May 4 and its importance was 
underlined by Dudley Council’s Wayne 
Dutton. 

Mr Dutton, the council’s inward invest¬ 
ment and business support officer, said it 
would be a platform to help promote the 
DY5 enterprise zone. 


THE first batch of homes have gone 
up for sale after a revamp of a his¬ 
toric Black Country hospital site. 

Developer Wates Residential has put 29 
contemporary apartments on the market 
at the Guest Hospital in Dudley. 

The development ‘Bourne Hall’ forms part of 
the 157-home Butler’s Crescent development, 
which has seen Wates transform the 147-year 
hospital. 

Originally designed by architect William 
Bourne, Bourne Hall served as the hospital’s 
administration building and has now been deli¬ 
cately refurbished to feature a collection of one, 
two and three bedroom apartments for young 
professionals or downsizers. 

Butler’s Crescent, a partnership between 
Wates, Dudley Council and Homes England, 
is made up of 127 new-build homes, 30 refur¬ 
bished properties and the full restoration of the 
locally-listed former porter’s lodge. 

Of the homes, 118 are being sold on the open 
market with 39 available to rent through Dud¬ 
ley Council. 

Milestone 

The scheme has been named Butler’s Cres¬ 
cent in tribute to the renowned Black Country 
architect, Albert Thomas Butler, who worked 
on the hospital. 

Richard Shroll, managing director at Wates 
Residential North, said: “The launch of Bourne 
Hall is the latest milestone in the transforma¬ 
tion of Dudley Guest Hospital into Butler’s 
Crescent and will enable both young profes¬ 
sionals to secure a place on the property ladder 
and downsizers to acquire a new, contempo¬ 
rary-designed home. 

“We’re pleased to be part of this historical- 
ly-significant regeneration project.” 

Alan Lunt, strategic director for place at 
Dudley Council, said: “This is a very welcome 
development in a key area of Dudley. We are 
proud to be the historic capital of the Black 


Country and an important area for tourism, 
business and homes.” 

The hospital closed more than a decade ago 
after most departments, including A&E, moved 
to Russells Hall Hospital. It had been built by 
the Earl of Dudley in 1849 for injured miners, 
before chainmaker Joseph Guest turned it 


into a hospital. Dudley Council planners gave 
the scheme the green light in 2015, saying the 
plans ‘would deliver a high quality, sustainable 
modern housing scheme including affordable 
housing and landscaping. 

“A number of locally listed heritage assets 
on the site would be preserved and converted.” 


Homes plan as 
club site up for 
sale at £500k 

A FORMER liberal club site in Dudley is on 
the market for £500,000. 

Estate agent Select House is marketing 
the old Woodside Liberal Club grounds in 
Stourbridge Road, which have outline plan¬ 
ning consent for 14 homes. 

The club and linked buildings were de¬ 
molished after falling out of use. 

Ward councillors have given their back¬ 
ing to the development. 

Councillor Christine Perks, of Netherton, 
Woodside and St Andrews ward, said: “I 
welcome all new homes, we have got quite 
a shortage in Dudley.” 

Planning permission to knock down the 
former club was granted in February 2015, 
while the outline permission was granted 
on March 12 this year. 

The properties could vary from apart¬ 
ments to terraced and semi-detached 
houses. A council report, outlining the 
homes plan, said: ’’The development would 
comprise 10 houses and four apartments, 
which would be located to the front of the 
site adjacent to Stourbridge Road. 

“The application proposes the erection 
of a small block of four apartments front¬ 
ing Stourbridge Road. The parking serving 
the apartments would be formed in a small 
forecourt providing five spaces, including a 
disabled space immediately adjoining the 
proposed access. 

Three terraced dwellings would be sited 
to the south of the proposed access road. 

“Two pairs of semi-detached properties 
and a terrace of three properties would be 
located at the head of the cul-de-sac.” 


Surgeries to close 

TWO GP surgeries are set to close in Sep¬ 
tember after plans were approved. 

Halesowen and Rowley Regis MP James 
Morris said he was disappointed with the 
decision to close Tenlands Road Surgery 
and Coombswood Surgery in Halesowen. 

Dudley CCG has given the go-ahead to 
the plan by Stourside Medical Practice, 
which runs the surgeries. Patients will be 
sent to the town’s health centre instead. 


QUALITY 

KITCHEN 

FACELIFTS 


A fresh approach 
to a new kitchen 



why rep lace whew 
you. oflw refeice? 




BEFORE 


Trusted reputation 
Made to measure custom-built doors and units 
Door swaps to full kitchens - tailored to your needs 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk 


View our credentials on 

Chet**: 


DREAM DOORS 8 

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 


Call Gary For a Free Estimate 

01384 466991 dy@dreamdoors.co.uk 

26 Lower High Street, Stourbridge, DY8 1TA 


Celebrate VE Day 

with Vera Lynn Tribute 

Emmerdale Village 

Studio Experience & Harrogate 

Departing Friday 4 May 

From Dudley & Halesowen 

Departing Saturday 14 Jul 

From Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 

Price Includes... 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at the Warner Corton Coastal 
Village, Lowestoft 

✓ Friday evening musical entertainment by The 
Mersey Legends 

✓ Vera Lynn tribute show on Saturday evening 

✓ Excursion to Norwich 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Yorkshire 

✓ Timed admission to the Emmerdale Studio 

: Experience 

✓ Guided tour of the Emmerdale TV Village 

✓ Free time in Leeds and Harrogate 


3 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 149 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 149 


Coach package holidays are subject to Omega Holidays terms and conditions and are protected by a bond held with ABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. 
Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information A 7 7 A A 1 7 A A C1 
or to book, please call: UOOvU IOU UD I 


Quote OMRT 


if #ABTA 


or visit online at: 


omegabreaks.com/RT 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 
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spring bale 

Hurry Extra Discounts off all sale prices 
is now in its Final Week! 


Aw 
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£1199 




Grade 4 seater pillow back sofa 
(includes cushions) 

Normal £1699 | Sale £1299 


OUSins 


Established 1985 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 

Birmingham Warwick Road # Tyseley. Bll 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 
Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 

cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


At Cousins' the Spring Sale means up to half price savings throughout 
the stores, including our fabulous new collections of furniture, carpets, beds, 
homewares and much more, plus all the famous brand names. 

Buy today, pay nothing until next year, no deposit, interest free! 
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Parker Knoll 


iHALO L3I nmn 


nunrsTA ^55?•*! crco" 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2019 on the date specified at the time 
of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items or in store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only 
available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 15.04.18. See website for Price Promise details. 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


FREE PARKING 
INSTORE RESTAURANT 
LARGE STOCKS 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Trusted 

Service 

Award 
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PAUL KING, 
Head of April 
King Legal 


HOME 
OWNERS 
AGED 50+ 

Protect your home 
from future care 
home fees ^ 


Does this sound familiar to you? 

"We've made our Wills, leaving everything 
to each other first and then to the children." 

These are known as Mirror Wills. Sounds reassuring enough, doesn't it? 
But your children could end up with very little - or even nothing at all. 



If your surviving spouse has to go into care, they 
will have to use their assets to pay for their care 
until they get down to their last £14,250. 
Therefore, it's not a good idea to leave your half 
share of the home to your surviving partner but 
instead leave them the USE of your share. This can 
be achieved by making new Property Trust Wills. 

These legitimate steps must be taken while 
you are both alive and in reasonably good 
mental health. It is therefore important for 
couples to act NOW! 

Most of our clients come to us having already 
made standard Mirror Wills, or they've been 
meaning to make a Will but simply haven't got 
around to it. With Property Trust Wills, yourself 
and your spouse/partner each leave your half 
share of the home to the children in Trust, but 
state that they are not to receive it during the 
lifetime of the surviving spouse/partner. 


This half would then NOT be included in any 
future means test calculations for care fees. 

The surviving spouse is free to sell their share 
of the home, raise cash or move house. Your 
children are powerless to intervene but simply 
have to wait for their inheritance, as they would 
have done previously. 
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OUR CLIENTS 
SAY TO US... 

“We've worked hard and saved 
all our lives. Why should the 
Local Authority get it all?" 


99 


April King Legal have prepared a jargon- 
free guide to protecting your hard-earned 
assets. Get in touch for your FREE copy 
today. Your details remain confidential and 
will never be passed to any third party. 

This invaluable information guide explains 
why we do NOT recommend giving the 
house to your children during your lifetime 
(deliberate deprivation) or selling up and 
moving into an annex in their garden! 

It also includes details of Lasting Power of 
Attorney and our special Bloodline Trust 
Wills which help prevent your children and 
grandchildren from losing their inheritance 
due to a child's divorce, remarriage or 
financial difficulties. 


April King has prepared a FREE, no obligation information pack for you. 
Get your copy now from aprilking.co.uk or call us FREE on 


01952 458003 


Calls to this number are free from landlines and mobiles. Lines open Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat & Sun 9am-6pm 
Your local office is: Telford Business Centre, 1 Badhan Court, Castle Street, Hadley, Telford TF1 5QX 


^0 April King 


April King has over 50 offices across the UK. 


Applies to social care in England and Wales 
© April King Legal 2018 







Fish supper 
rounds off 
club's AGNI 

Grange (E) Guild _ 

CHAIRMAN Chris Holton 
presided over the meeting 
at St Peter’s Centre, Ped- 
more Lane, Pedmore on 
March 13 and welcomed 33 
members. 

The evening consisted of 
the normal monthly meet¬ 
ing and the AGM. Chris 
read the minutes from the 
previous meeting which 
were approved and signed 
as a true record. 

Treasurer Jill Attwood 
gave an up to date financial 
report and secretary Jean 
Williams informed members 
of future events including a 
visit to Chester on April 19 
with lunch booked in the 
Cathedral restaurant. There 
will be a visit to the Rose 
Theatre, Kidderminster, to 
see Neighbourhood Watch 
on May 16. 

The federation quiz has 
been arranged for May 17 
and Jean needs as many 
teams to represent Grange 
Guild as she can muster. 

The Grange AGM fol¬ 
lowed with Chris presiding. 
The present committee have 
agreed to stand for the next 
year with the addition of 
Sue Wilding to assist the 
secretary. Minutes of the 
previous AGM were read, 
approved and signed. Jill 
gave the financial report. 

Refreshments included a 
fish and chip supper. The 
sales table consisted of 
Easter themed items and 
the raffle was drawn. 

The next meeting will be 
on April 10 at St Peter’s 
Centre and the sales table 
will consist of small cakes 
and desserts. 


Tributes are paid to 
former vice chairman 

Amblecote History Society 

THE meeting opened with a 
tribute to former local histori¬ 
an Mike Perkins who had suf¬ 
fered a long illness. He died on 
February 18. 

Mike had worked tirelessly 
in the running of the society 
as vice-chairman, newsletter 
publications and managing 
the website. He was not only 
just an Amblecote lad, he 
spent many hours researching 
and photographing his beloved 
parish. He will be sadly missed 
by the society and many that 
knew him and deepest condo¬ 
lences are sent to his wife Dor¬ 
othy and family. 

Speaker for the evening was 
Graham Fisher MBE, who 
gave an excellent illustrated 
talk, with up to date informa¬ 
tion about the future Glass 
Museum at the former Stuarts 
Glassworks site in Wordsley, 
The White House Cone. Gra¬ 
ham dedicated his talk to the 
memory of Mike Perkins. 

The next meeting is on 
April 11 in the Lehr Theatre 
at the Ruskin Glasshouse Arts 
Centre, Wollaston Road, Am¬ 
blecote, at 7.30pm. Max Keen 
will give a history of Dudley 
Castle from 1071 - 1933. 

Quiz team reaches national final 


Hoping for better 
luck with weather 

Dudley Rheumatoid Arthritis Support Group 


DUE to the ‘Beast from 
the East’ the March meet¬ 
ing of the Dudley Rheu¬ 
matoid Arthritis Support 
Group (and other inflam¬ 
matory conditions), was 
cancelled. 

After hearing about 
another snowy visit over 
Easter, the group hopes 
for better luck for the 
meeting on April 5. 

Members are reminded 
that instead of the usual 
venue of the King William 
pub, on Pensnsett Road, 
the meeting will be at the 
Dudley Archive Centre, 
Tipton Road, Dudley (op¬ 
posite Dudley Guest Hos¬ 
pital and next to the Black 
Country Museum). 

The group has been 
asked to meet in the en¬ 
trance hall at 1.45pm, 


ready to move off together 
at 2pm. 

This visit was inspired 
by Richard Lewis, whose 
talk at the group last year 
proved very interesting. 
He has assured everyone 
that there is every facility 
for the disabled and help 
available if required. 

There is an entrance fee 
of £2, but refreshments 
will be available. It should 
be a very interesting cou¬ 
ple of hours, especially 
given the time since the 
last meeting. Please feel 
free to invite a relative or 
friend along too. 

Any further informa¬ 
tion concerning the group 
and its activities can be 
obtained from Edith on 
01902 676136 or Barbara 
on 01902 885734. 


OFFERING A 1ST CLASS SERVICE SINCE 1997 


De Roser 

INSTALLATIONS LTD 

Est1997 


BY POPULAR DEMAND 

UP TO 30% OFF 

EXTENDED OFFER HUGE SPRING SAVINGS 


WINDOWS > DOORS > CONSERVATORIES > FASCIAS > FLAT ROOFING 


Visit our neiv website 

www.derosamoHng.co.uk 

and put an end 
to your fiat 
roofing 
worries - 

• Sarnafil Roofing 
• 50 years proven life 
expectancy 
• Fully trained installers 

• No moss or plant growth 
Insurance backed guarantee 

• High performance Solar 
Control Glass Roofs which also 

reduces glare 

• Spend more time relaxing and 
enjoying the view rather than 
cleaning the windows with our low 
maintenance self cleaning glass 



ymltoim 

Windows 
4 + rated 

36mm triple glazed or 
28mm double glazed 
A rated as standard 


★★★★★★★★★★ 

To see all our reviews please log on to 


THE regional round of the national general 
knowledge quiz was held at the George Ho¬ 
tel, Lichfield on February 22 and West Mid¬ 
lands Federation were represented by Joyce 
Major, Jan Wynn and Ann Craddock. 

The team reached the final and will join 
teams from other Federations at the na¬ 
tional final at the Tally Ho!, Birmingham on 
May 10. The annual federation quiz will be 
held on May 17 at Stourbridge FC. Teams of 


West Midlands Federation 


four are required from guilds within the fed¬ 
eration and may enter more than one team. 

The National AGM is at the Brighton 
Dome, Brighton on June 13 and the Feder¬ 
ation Lunch will be held at the Copthorne 
Hotel, Brierley Hill July 30. Further infor¬ 
mation will follow at a later date. 


We Never Take Deposits. 
Payment only on completion 


www.homepro.com/profile?business=derosainstallationsltd 


9.5 / 10 based on over a lOOO surveyed customers 



Unit 42, Wombourne Enterprise Park, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne WV5 0AL 

01902 897111 

derosawindows.co.uk • derosaroofing.co.uk 



DESIGNED I PLANNED I INSTALLED 


THE ONE STOP SHOPPING] EXPERIENCE FOR YOUR 

NEW KITCHEN / BATHROOM AND BEDROOM 


Serenity 

KITCHENS & J 
BATHROOMS 



COME AND VISIT 
US IN STORE TODAY 


EXAMPLE JOB 

■ Shower enclosure or bath 

■ New shower/basin/wc 

■ 15 sqm wall and floor tiling 

■ Debris removed 

Only £3850.00 


DISABILITY 

SPECIAL OFFER 

We have a good history of 
working with clients who have 
trouble using their bath 

■ New shower and folding seat 
and grab rail 

■ Receive a new easy access shower 

■ Tiled inside 

Only £2150.00 

' age 


RECOMMENDED 


DUDLEY Dawley Trading Estate | Stallings Lane | 
Kingswinford | DY6 7AP 

Call us on 01384 279 997 

Email: info@serenitykitchensbathrooms.co.uk 

www.serenitykitchensbathrooms.co.uk 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK I SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
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A mugshot of Catherine Legg, right, with her handwritten note 


Isaac Ellery, right, who was sent to the colonies for stealing cushions 


Archives give insight to Victorian criminals 


HAUNTING images of crime suspects 
arrested more than 160 years ago 
have been released in a series of po¬ 
lice custody images believed to be 
among the oldest of their kind. 

The photographs of Isaac Ellery and 
Catherine Legge were taken by Birming¬ 
ham police back in the 1850s and are ac¬ 
companied with handwritten notes by the 
suspected offenders. 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Tom Oakley 


Ellery was convicted in 1853 for stealing ‘gig 
cushions’ and sentenced to seven years ‘trans¬ 
portation’ - a Victorian punishment that saw 
offenders shipped to the colonies to serve sen¬ 
tences abroad. But it appears even that failed 
to change his ways as he was convicted again in 


1860 for producing counterfeit coins. Details 
surrounding the alleged offences of Legge are 
unclear but these images provide a glimpse of 
policing more than a century-and-a-half ago 
- and show how mugshots of suspected crim¬ 
inals captured by West Midlands Police have 
changed over the years. 

In the early days, officers used Birming¬ 
ham’s Moor Street public office cells and pris¬ 
oners would be marched round to the nearby 
photographic studio and pose for pictures 


amongst paying customers. The force started 
producing its own photographs in around 
1870 when those being held were snapped 
holding a chalk board with their details. 

In 1891 a photographic studio, including a 
dark room, was created in the lock-up offices 
and styles of photos changed. 

There were periods where those arrested 
were asked to put their hands out in front of 
their body; and then in front of a number of 
mirrors giving a number of angles. 


A spokesman for West Midlands Police said: 
“Over the years, advances in technology have 
seen the introduction of colour, computer da¬ 
tabases and different styles... but the princi¬ 
ple of bringing those convicted of offending to 
justice has remained the same.” 

To find out more about early prisoner pho¬ 
tography follow @WMPHistory on Twitter 
and Instagram, or visit WMPeelers.com. Old 
custody pictures can be found by searching 
the #MugshotMonday hashtag. 


NEW STYLE SALON 

OPENS at MERRY HILL 



HAIRCLUB OPENED AT THE MERRY HILL 
CENTRE, BRIERLEY HILL A MONTH AGO 

This new concept salon operates a no appointment policy, you just walk in 
All stylists have at least 4 years’ experience This salon caters for everyone, 
men, women and children And, although this is a budget salon, the only 
thing that is budget are the prices They offer a full range of hair and 
beauty products all at affordable prices A child’s cut is £6, adult cuts are £6 
A full colour on short hair is £15 - 10 foils for £10 

Find them at Unit L20, Lower Mall (next to Poundland) 

Merry Hill Centre, Brierley Hill DY5 1SH 
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The Tina Turner Musical 

Nobody ever did storming, stropping, gyrating rock goddess like Tina Turner, officially one of the best-selling female artists in 
history, whose rasping power vocal, tempestuous personal life and sheer survival instinct were just begging to be turned into 
a rock opera. 

Well now it has been, in a show written by Olivier award-winning playwright Katori Hall and directed by the internationally 
acclaimed Phyllida Lloyd, and you can see it erupt onto the stage at London's Aldwych Theatre. With coach travel, hotel 
accommodation and free time in London, this isn't just a great deal - it's Simply the Best! 

London Theatre Break 

2 Days By Coach - Matinee 

Departing Saturday 12 May 

From Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London hotel with dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ The Tina Turner Musical theatre ticket - Grand Circle (matinee performance) 

✓ Free time in London 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 149 



Also Available on this package and date 

Hji ji-H I 2 Days I 


2 Days 

1 MVlW M 

2 Days 

V L ' n 

By Coach 


By Coach 

only 

only 


£139 


£149 



2 Days 
By Coach 

only 

£129 


Omega Holidays cannot be held responsible for the non-appearance of a particular actor/actress; no refunds will be given in this event. Whilst we always try to ensure that parties 
are seated together, very occasionally, it may be necessary for parties to be split. Couples are always seated together. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions 
excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please cal 


or visit online at: 


cal 03300 130 051 Quote OMRT 

omegabreaks.com/RT minutes packages oth 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 
























































THEATRE + MUSIC 


■f PUZZLES 



^CAFECASITAO 

RISTORANTEITALIANO 

I Join us for a 2 Course lunchtime T 
special for only £10.95 ■ 



^ Tuesday-Saturday " " 


* 12pm-4pm j m 

iuLlj 

PARKING^ 


ALA 

CARTE MENU 
Tuesday-Saturday 
12-9.30pm 

ITALIAN STYLE 
AFTERNOON TEA 
lpm-4pm 


tow 

(Appetite)! 



_ _ Pre Bookings Only 

tripadvisor - www.cafecasita.co.uk 18 Clarence Street, Sedgley, Dudley DY3 1UP 01902 676754 E facebook | 
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DUDLEY TOWN HALL 

FAITH 

The George Michael Legacy 

Sat 12 Apr 

DAVID BADDIEL 

My Family: Not The Sitcom 

Thu 19 Apr 

JASON MANFORD 

Muddle Class 

Fri 27 Apr & Wed 3 Oct 

CHAIRMEN OF THE BOARD 

feat. Ken Knox 

Sat 28 Apr 

HEATHER SMALL 

The Voice of M People 

Tue 8 May 

HITS FROM THE BLITZ 

Matinee Variety Show 

Tue15 May 

CHRIS RAMSEY 

Thejust Happy To Get Out 

Of The House Tour 

Fri 18 May 

PASHA FROM STRICTLY 

The Magic of Hollywood 

Sat 19 May 

THE DRIFTERS 

Six Decades of Classic Hits 

Fri 25 May 

PHANTOM & THE MUSICALS 

Matinee Variety Show 

Tue19Jun 

JOE LYCETT 

I'm AboutTo Lose Control And 1 Thinkjoe Lycett 

Fri 7 Sept 

STEWART FRANCIS 

Into the Punset 

Sat 13 Oct 

JIM DAVIDSON 

On The Road Again 

Sat 10 Nov 


w 

BOROUGH 

HALLS 

DUDLEY • STOURBRIDGE • HALESOWEN 

^ @BoroughHalls n Dudley Borough Halls 

01384 812812 
boroughhalls.co.uk 



Metropolitan Borough Council J 


Nerina's about to Stay Lucky 


Don’t get Nerina Pallot started. The self- 
confessed grump, voracious reader and 
voracious writer - and very occasionally 
voracious drinker - will tell it like it is. Albeit 
with some wit, a ready smile and not a little 
panache. 

The Brit-nominated singer/songwriter has written 
for the likes of Kylie Minogue and a fistful of X Factor 
hopefuls: “I can’t say Kylie wasn’t good money - it was. 
But I only saw it as a means to an end: funding my own 
records. But after a while it became so soul-destroying. 
Not necessarily for me, but because of all these young 
artists - they’re being filled with all this hope. And you 
know that unless the second single goes, it’s over for 
them. I saw that time and time again. I don’t want to be 
a part of that. It’s grim.” 

She’s no longer a fan of co-writing: “I’ll never do it 
again for love or money. I’m actually really down on 
people who co-write.” 

And she’s also got more chips on her shoulder 
than McCain about the way her first two albums were 
marketed. “Very pop, very mainstream, and it was all 
about being nice. A journalist said: ‘Her hair is too 
glossy to take her seriously.’ I hated it at the time but 
she was right! Although, to be honest, it is nice to see 
yourself looking pretty.” 

GREATEST 

She has no time for pop superstars, like Taylor Swift. 
“Taylor Swift could make the greatest record of all time. 
But it’s too late - she’s TAYLOR.” 

And so meet Nerina Pallot, a smart artist who talks 
straight and writes beautifully. Her new album is Stay 
Lucky. It’s her sixth, and she’s releasing it at the age of 
43. The Jersey-born, London-based musician played 
her first gig in 1995, which means she’s been doing 
this for 22 years. Is she bothered about any of those 
numbers? What do you think? 

“I’ve only now just got a handle on things. I don’t 
know why we have this massive issue with age.” 

Nerina wrote Stay Lucky and played guitar and piano 
and synths and percussion on it. She produced it, 
and, after relationships with three different major __ 
labels, is releasing it on her own label, Idaho 
Records. “That’s allowed me to be free,” 
she notes, stating the happy obvious. 

“When I think about why I went pop on 
my third album [2009’s The Graduate] 

- which was a disaster for me; I lost a 
lot of fans - it was because my label 
were breathing down my neck after the 
second one,” Nerina says of 2005’s 
Fires. It sold 100,000 copies and 
earned her Brit and Ivor Novello 
award nominations. “They were 
telling me it should have sold 
10 million, if only it had had 
a radio single. So what that 
led to was me trying to do 
that - and then doing stuff with 
Kylie.” 

Nerina wrote two songs, one 
of them the title track, for Kylie’s 
2010 album Aphrodite. She 
admits that that experience, plus 
spells writing with Linda Perry 
(Christina Aguilera’s Beautiful) 
and Rob Davis (Minogue’s Can’t 
Get You Out Of My Head), helped 
Pallot improve her chorus-writing 
skills. “But that didn’t translate to a 
radio single for me. ’Cause my heart 
wasn’t in it. ’Cause that’s not who I 
am.” 

So, now that she’s free, she can 
“indulge herself.” This meant a year of 
EPs, released one a month in 2014 - and 
it means, further down the line from Stay 
Lucky, more new songs that are “way 
more out-there - there’s one that’s a bit Roy 
Ayers. Actually, that might make this album . 

. . But I will only do what I want to do. And as 
long as I can keep living, I won’t stop.” 

Stay Lucky was recorded over two productive 
weekends in London’s legendary RAK 
studios. The speed belies the lovely, unhurried 
expansiveness of an album that is, truly and 
deeply, her most personal, most warmly emotional 
album yet. 

Even as she led from the front, it’s also her most 
collaborative record. Nerina was aided, abetted 
and enriched by a thrillingly diverse selection of 






T 


J 



musicians. The 
players include 
three members 
of Michael 
Kiwanuka’s 
touring band, 

Steve Pringle 
(keyboards), Alex 
Bonfanti (bass) 
and Lewis Wright 
(drums, vibes), 
with the latter 
taking time out from 
his other day-job, 
as a member of 
acclaimed young 
British jazz quartet 
Empirical. The 
backing vocalists 
are Markus Feehily 
(ex-Westlife) and Rod 
Thomas (aka Bright 
Light Bright Light). 

The bulk of the string 
arrangements are by Sally 
Herbert (Florence & The 
Machine, Bat For Lashes), 
who’s worked on all of Pallot’s 
albums. The brass arranger 
is Noel Langley, probably 
the most respected British 
jazz trumpeter, as Radiohead 
would attest. Finally, Bernard 
Butler (who co-produced her 
fourth album Year of the Wolf) 


I can’t say Kylie 
wasn’t good 
money-it was 


plays guitar on three tracks. As Nerina notes typically 
pithily: “I’ve basically made a totally muso record, which 
is a great or terrible thing depending on how you feel 
about six-minute songs and sax solos. 

“I feel like I’ve got the best career ’cause I’ve never 
had enough success for it to be demanded that I do the 
same thing over and over again. I would go completely 
mental having to do the same successful record again. 
I’d never be able to move on. I like so much music, and 
I love new music. Last year it was the BadBadNotGood 
record - I was just relieved that fusion is allowed now 
- I was a massive fusion fan as a teenager. And also 
Thundercat - I’m like, great, we can have sax solos 
again! Which is why a sax solo is the last thing I have to 
add to Stay Lucky before it’s totally done .. .” 

Nerina headlines Birmingham’s Glee Club on 
Monday. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see 
The Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 

Andy Richardson 















With a top 10 album, plus performances at 
both Glastonbury and Reading and Leeds 
last summer, it’s safe to say Everything 
Everything had a monumental 2017. 

This year already looks set to be better with a huge 
UK tour that sees them playing their biggest headline 
shows to date. Some dates were hit by the early March 
snow, hence the band’s rescheduled concert next 
Thursday, April 12, at Birmingham’s 02 Academy. 

The Mercury Music Prize-nominated indie rockers 
have released four albums to date - 2010’s Man Alive, 
2013’s Arc, 2015’s Get To Heaven and 2017’s A Fever 
Dream. In addition to a Mercury Music Prize shortlist, 
they have received three nominations for the Ivor 
Novel I o Award. 


A Fever Dream was their biggest success to date 
and just as politically-charged as its predecessor, Get 
To Heaven. Singer Jonathan Higgs, from Tyneside, 
says: “It feels like the right thing to do: the right record 
to have made and the right way to react to the last 
couple of years. We didn’t want to repeat ourselves, we 
didn’t want to drastically go against what we’d done.” 

Other key gigs include indie rockers The Vaccines 
with the up-and-coming Dream Wife at the 02 
Academy on Saturday, the same night that ID’s Harry 
Styles plays the Genting Arena at the NEC. 

Britain’s Got Talent winner Tokio Myers, who has 
just reworked Jerusalem for England’s Commonwealth 
Games squad, is at the 02 Institute on Sunday, when 
rapper Macklemore plays the 02 Academy. 


“hey've got Everything 
Everything going for them 


A psychological 
Turn Of The Screw 


A NEW adaptation of the 
terrifying Henry James 
ghost story Turn Of The 
Screw brings chills to 
Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre from Tuesday to 
Saturday, April 14. 

Set in 1840, it tells of a governess 
who agrees to look after two 
orphans, a boy and a girl, at 
seemingly idyllic country house, 

Bly. But she soon realises that they 
are being manipulated by ghosts of 
Bly’s troubled past and is prepared 
to go to extremes to save the 
children from malign influence. Is 


this the supernatural at work or the 
delusions of a damaged mind? 

Carli Norris, pictured, from TV’s 
EastEnders and Hollyoaks, plays 
the tormented Governess. 

Dermot McLaughlin, who 
produces this touring play with 
Mercury Theatre Colchester and 
Wolverhampton Grand, says: “I was 
inspired by the success of the stage 
adaptation of Susan Hill’s much¬ 
loved novel The Woman in Black 
and, in researching the debt that 
Hill’s novel owes to Henry James, I 
got lost in the intriguing world of Bly 
and the Governess’s psyche. 

“I found Turn of the Screw a 
compelling story with fascinating 



female 
characters. 

The context of this troubled woman 
committing to paper her terrifying 
and inexplicable experiences so 
long after the event was intriguing 
and moving. That psychology 
seemed very interesting dramatic 
territory.” 

Tim Luscombe’s adaptation 
signals the passage of time in a 
surprising way whilst true to the 
story. Turn of the Screw has been 
much debated since its publication 
in 1898. It was made into 1961 
film The Innocents with Deborah 
Kerr and inspired Nicole Kidman 
haunted house movie The Others. 


Love on the rock 
for young gangster 

It’s been described as Romeo 
and Juliet meets Peaky 
Blinders, a new adapation 
of Graham Greene’s 
novel Brighton Rock has 
been adapted for the 
stage by Bryony Lavery. 

Brighton Rock tells the 
story of two 17-year-olds, 
gangster Pinkie and his 
girl Rose, played by Jacob 
James Beswick and Sarah 
Middleton, pictured. The formidable Ida (Gloria 
Onitiri) is not prepared to let anyone get away 
with murder. It is staged at Birmingham Rep from 
Tuesday to Saturday, April 14. 


Thee Hypnotics are 
roaring back to action 

Hell-raising 1990s rockers Thee Hypnotics are 
back with a heavyweight coloured vinyl anthology 
boxed set, Righteously Recharged, and a Brum gig 
tomorrow night (Friday) as part of a 15-date UK tour. 
Jim Jones (vocals) and Ray Hanson (guitar) will 
be joined by Jeremy Cottingham (bass) and Phil 
Smith (drums) at the Hare and Hounds in Kings 
Heath. Known for their savage blend of garage rock 
and psychedelia, Thee Hypnotics garnered a cult 
following from 1987 onwards after supporting The 
Damned, The Cramps, The Black Crowes and The 
Cult. But the story nearly ended in tragedy in 1990 
when the group’s tour bus was hit by a drunk driver 
after a gig at Prince’s club in Minneapolis. The band, 
who came from High Wycombe, split in 1999 and 
singer Jones went on to front the Jim Jones Revue. 
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Troy: Fall of a City 
(BBC1,9.10pm) 

The Trojans are stunned to 
discover a deserted Greek 
camp, and all that remains on 
the beach is an offering to the 
gods in the form of a large, 
wooden horse. With the war 
finally over, the celebrations 
can begin, but are they 
premature? The final episode of 
David Farr's Ancient Greek 
adventure, retelling the legend 
of the Trojan War from the 
perspective of a family at the 
heart of the conflict. Starring 
Bella Dayne, Louis Hunter, 

David Threlfall, Frances 
O'Connor, Chloe Pirrie, Joseph 
Mawle, Jonas Armstrong, 
Waldemar Schultz, Aimee-Ffion 
Edwards, Johnny Harris, David 
Avery, Alfred Enoch, Christiaan 
Schoombie, Chris Fisher and 
Amy Louise Wilson. Last in the 
series. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Commonwealth 
Games 2018. Live swimming, track 
cycling and netball coverage from 
Queensland. 12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 
BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Golf: The 
Masters Highlights. 2.15 Commonwealth 
Games 2018. Jason Mohammad 
presents highlights of day three. 4.30 
Final Score. 5.15 A Question of Sport. 

(R) 5.45 Doodlebugs. 

6.00 Ready or Not. Game show 

featuring unsuspecting members 
of the public who face surprise 
challenges while going about their 
daily lives. Paddy McGuinness 
provides the commentary. 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.40 Regional Programme. 

6.50 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present a writers’ special of the 
general knowledge quiz, featuring 
Charlie Higson, Sally Gardner, Fern 
Britton, Jilly Cooper and Martina 
Cole. 

7.40 Who Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
presents the game show in which 
two pairs of complete strangers 
team up, each battling to outdo the 
other by listing as much as they 
know about a given subject. 

8.20 Casualty. Ethan treats a pregnant 
woman who was rushed to the ED 
after her waters broke at a bus 
stop. Sam admits to lain that she 
is worried about Dylan’s 
alcoholism, and wants to help him. 

9.10 Troy: Fall of a City. The Trojans 
are stunned to discover a 
deserted Greek camp, and all that 
remains on the beach is an 
offering to the gods in the form of 
a large, wooden horse. Last in the 
series. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Manchester City v 
Manchester United at the Etihad 
Stadium and Everton v Liverpool 
atGoodison Park. 

11.55 Commonwealth Games 2018. JJ 

Chalmers introduces live coverage 
on day four of the Games in 
Queensland, with swimming, 
boxing and hockey some of the 
standout sports on today’s 
schedule. 

4.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. 
Further live coverage of day four in 
Queensland. 


BBC2 


6.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. Hazel 
Irvine introduces live coverage of the 
third day in Queensland, with artistic 
gymnastics, netball and track cycling 
among the sports taking place. 10.00 
Robot Wars. (R) 11.00 Homes Underthe 
Hammer. (R) 12.00 Commonwealth 
Games 2018. Clare Balding presents live 
coverage as day three of the Games 
reaches its conclusion with swimming 
medals up for grabs in the women’s 
200m breaststroke and 4x200m freestyle 
relay. 2.15 MasterChef. (R) 2.45 
MasterChef. (R) 3.45 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 4.15 Money for Nothing. 

(R) 5.00 Big Cats About the House. (R) 
6.00 Today at the Games. Clare Balding 
and Gabby Logan round up the 
third day of the Commonwealth 
Games in Queensland. Swimmer 
Adam Peaty was expected to go 
for a third Commonwealth gold 
medal in the men’s 100m 
breaststroke final at Optus 
Aquatic Centre, while Yorkshire 
brothers Alistair and Jonny 
Brownlee were scheduled to take 
part in the mixed team triathlon 
relay at Southport Broadwater 
Parklands. Artistic gymnast Max 
Whitlock was the man to beat in 
the men’s individual all-around 
final at Coomera Indoor Sports 
Centre, while England and 
Scotland were hoping for track 
cycling glory at the Anna Meares 
Velodrome in Brisbane. 

7.30 Golf: The Masters Live. Eilidh 
Barbour introduces coverage of 
the third day from the Augusta 
National in Georgia, as the opening 
Major of the year continues. 
Yorkshireman Danny Willett was 
the defending champion here last 
year, but two poor opening rounds 
of 73 and 78 saw him miss the cut 
by one stroke, becoming the first 
holder of the Green Jacket to exit 
the tournament on Friday since 
Mike Weir in 2004. With 
commentary by Peter Alliss, Ken 
Brown, Andrew Cotter and Paul 
Azinger. 

12.00 Film: Having You. (2013) A man 
with a fear of commitment finally 
manages to overcome his doubts and 
propose to his girlfriend. He finds 
himself facing new responsibilities when 
he runs into a woman he once had a one- 
night stand with, only to discover he is 
the father of her seven-year-old son. 
Drama, starring Anna Friel, Andrew 
Buchan and Romola Garai. 1.30 
Civilisations. (R) 2.30 Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 2.35 BBC News. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Star Wars Freemaker Adventures. 
(R) 7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 

(R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The Bagel and 
Becky Show. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 James Martin’s Saturday Morning. 

11.25 Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 
12.20 The Harbour. (R) 12.50 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.00 Midsomer Murders. (R) 
3.00 Tenable. (R) 4.00 Tipping Point. (R) 
5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 

Takeaway. Declan Donnelly 
presents the finale of the 
entertainment show live from 
Universal Orlando Resort in 
Florida, featuring super-sized 
audience surprises, incredible 
stunts and celebrity guests. Plus, 
Stephen Mulhern takes his pop-up 
game show In fora Penny 
stateside, and Scarlett Moffatt is 
on hand to ensure the Place on the 
Plane winners have an experience 
they’ll never forget. The identity of 
the Overlord is finally revealed in 
the conclusion of Saturday Knight 
Takeaway, and another player gets 
the chance to Win the Ads. Last in 
the series. 

8.30 The Voice UK-Live Final. The 

grand final of the spinning-chair 
singing contest, as the remaining 
four singers battle it out to land a 
lucrative recording contract with 
Polydor Records. Plus, coaches 
Jennifer Hudson, Tom Jones, 
Will.i.am and Oily Murs take to the 
stage for a special performance 
together, and are also on hand to 
give the contestants as much help 
and encouragement as possible. 
However, ultimately it’s the 
viewing public who call the shots 
and decide who will be crowned 
the winner of this year’s 
competition. Last in the series. 
10.10 ITV News; Weather. 

10.30 Film: Sherlock Holmes: A Game 
of Shadows. (2011) Premiere. 
Detective thriller sequel, starring 
Robert Downey Jr and Jude Law. 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Mobil 1: The Grid. 6.45 Motor 
Sport: British GT. 7.40 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.05 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.05 Frasier. (R) 9.35 
Frasier. (R) 10.05 Frasier. (R) 10.35 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.05 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.35 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.00 Formula 1 Bahrain 
Grand Prix Practice 3 Live. Coverage 
from the Bahrain International Circuit in 
Sakhir. 2.30 FI Meets David Coulthard. 
(R) 2.55 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix 
Qualifying Live. Coverage from the 
Bahrain International Circuit in Sakhir 
(Start-time 4.00pm). 5.45 Car SOS. (R) 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Coastal Railways with Julie 
Walters. The actress travels on 
the famous Great Western Railway 
to Cornwall. She recalls childhood 
holidays when she stops at 
Torquay before heading to a 
supposedly haunted castle at 
Kingswear. She also uncovers 
tales of smuggling and joins 
members of the RNLI on a practice 
run before visiting an unusual cake 
shop in Penzance. (R) 

8.00 Britain’s Most Historic Towns. 
New series. Alice Roberts explores 
the UK’s past through the stories 
of its towns, examining key 
periods in history by delving into 
the secrets of places that 
encapsulate them. In the first 
episode, Alice tells the story of 
Roman Britain by studying the 
history of Chester. She enjoys an 
authentic Roman feast, heads 
deep underground to check out an 
extraordinary archaeological find, 
and explores a radical theory 
regarding the Romans’ plans for 
Chester. 

9.00 Film: Legend. (2015) Biopic of 
the Kray brothers, exploring their 
rise to power in the London 
underworld and conflicts with rival 
gangs from the point of view of 
Reggie’s wife Frances, who 
remains devoted to her husband 
even as he remains equally bound 
to his brutal, unstable sibling. 
Starring Tom Hardy as both twins, 
with Emily Browning, Christopher 
Eccleston and David Thewlis. 
11.35 Film: Abraham Lincoln: Vampire 
Hunter. (2012) Fantasy thriller, 
starring Benjamin Walker. 

1.30 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.20 Hollyoaks. (R) 4.30 Kirstie’s Fill 
Your House for Free. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.35 The Gadget Show. 
(R) 11.30 Traffic Cops. (R) 12.30 Traffic 
Cops. (R) 1.30 Live Aviva Premiership 
Rugby Union. Bath v Leicester Tigers 
(Kick-off 2.00pm). 4.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 5.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 

6.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Two agents get caught up in a 
dispute between a landlord and a 
tenant who refuses to move out, 
while on the south coast, debt 
collection from a Turkish 
restaurant gets complicated. (R) 
7.00 The Secret Life of Owls. Part one 
of two. In a corner of rural Essex, a 
former First World War airfield has 
been left wild for over 100 years. It 
is now perfect owl country, home 
to all five of Britain’s species of 
owl. Among them, lives a 
remarkable barn owl called 
Missing claw, and two inseparable 
little owls, Geronimo and Flo. 
Cameras follow their progress 
during winter, spring and summer. 
8.00 Everest: World’s Greatest 

Mountain. Cameras explore the 
wonder of the world’s most iconic 
mountains, beginning with the 
highest in the world - Mount 
Everest. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Cardiff 
City v Wolverhampton Wanderers 
at the Cardiff City Stadium, 
Norwich City v Aston Villa at 
Carrow Road, Hull City v Queens 
Park Rangers at the KCOM 
Stadium, Leeds United v 
Sunderland at Elland Road and 
Sheffield Wednesday v Fulham at 
Hillsborough. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
AFC Wimbledon v Scunthorpe 
United and Grimsby Town v 
Chesterfield. 

10.30 20 Moments That Rocked the 
90s. Cold Feet star Helen 
Baxendale presents a countdown 
of memorable moments from the 
1990s, including the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales and the 
chart battle between Blur and 
Oasis. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: The 
Other Guys. (2010) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Insect Worlds 7.30 Commonwealth 
Games Extra 9.00 Below the Surface 

10.30 Top of the Pops: 1985 11.00 Boy 
George and Culture Club: Karma to 
Calamity 12.00 Young Guns Go for It 

12.30 The Man Who Brought the Blues to 
Britain: Big Bill Broonzy 1.30 John 
Williams at the BBC 2.30 Trad Jazz 
Britannia 3.30 Close 

ITV2 

11.50 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 1.20 Britain’s Got Talent: Top 
10 LOL Moments 2.25 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 3.30 Film: The Smurfs 
(2011) 4.30 FYI Daily 4.35 Film: The 
Smurfs (2011) 5.35 Film: Mr Bean’s 
Holiday (2007) 6.35 FYI Daily 6.40 Film: 
Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 7.25 Film: The 
Amazing Spider-Man 2 (2014) 8.25 FYI 
Daily 8.30 Film: The Amazing Spider- 
Man 2 (2014) 10.10 Celebrity Juice 
11.00 Family Guy 11.50 American Dad! 
12.45 Action Team 1.20 Film: Piranha 
(2010) 2.20 FYI Daily 2.25 Film: Piranha 
(2010) 3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.00 A Touch of Frost 3.20 Film: 
Columbo: A Deadly State of Mind (1975) 
5.00 Midsomer Murders 11.00 Vera 1.00 
Murder, She Wrote 1.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.30 Film: Police Academy 2: Their First 
Assignment (1985) 12.30 FYI Daily 
12.35 Film: Police Academy 2: Their First 
Assignment (1985) 1.20 Football’s 
Greatest: Thierry Henry 1.30 ITV Racing: 
Live from Kelso. Ed Chamberlin presents 
coverage of today’s races at Kelso and 
Kempton Park. 4.00 Film: Red River 
(1948) 5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film: Red 
River (1948) 6.40 Film: Live and Let Die 
(1973) 7.45 FYI Daily 7.50 Film: Live and 
Let Die (1973) 9.05 Film: Lethal Weapon 
2 (1989) 10.10 FYI Daily 10.15 Film: 
Lethal Weapon 2 (1989) 11.25 Film: The 
Assassination of Jesse James by the 
Coward Robert Ford (2007) 12.25 FYI 
Daily 12.30 Film: The Assassination of 
Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford 
(2007) 2.35 Football Rivalries 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.00 Young Sheldon 12.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 1.55 Film: Eragon (2006) 
4.00 The Great Celebrity Bake Off for 
Stand Up to Cancer 5.15 Extreme Cake 
Makers 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 
Film: Gl Joe: Retaliation (2013) 10.10 
Film: Contraband (2012)12.15 
Gogglebox 1.15 Naked Attraction 2.25 
Tattoo Fixers 3.20 Gogglebox 


WAREHOUSE 

CLEARANCE 


furniture 



NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN 

Opening times: Mon - Sat: 9am - 6pm I Sun & Bank Holidays: 10am - 4pm 

Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles 























The Olivier Awards 2018 
(ITV, 10.20pm) 

Catherine Tate hosts the 
theatrical awards, which 
features performances from 
nominated musicals including 
Hamilton, 42nd Street, Follies, 
Young Frankenstein, Girl from 
the North Country and 
Everybody's Talking about 
Jamie, as well as a celebration 
of the 50th anniversary of 
Joseph and His Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat. Actors 
in the running for awards 
include Imelda Staunton, 
Andrew Garfield, Bryan 
Cranston, Lesley Joseph and 
Lesley Manville. 



BBCl 


1BBC2 


ITV || CHANNEL 4 lCHANNEL5 ||PIGITAL 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 
Commonwealth Games 2018. Live 
swimming and track cycling action on 
day four. 1.30 BBC News; Weather. 1.45 
Commonwealth Games 2018. Day four 
in Queensland concludes with live 
swimming. 4.30 Songs of Praise. 5.05 
Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 5.35 BBC 
News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. 
Mariella Frostrup and Rev Richard 
Coles travel to the Cotswolds, 
where nine painters work with 
their professional mentors to 
conquer techniques to depict 
nature in all its glory. The first task 
involves dealing with two subjects 
that won’t stay still - dogs Herbert 
and Nutmeg - and the final 
challenge sees them attempting to 
capture the majesty of the Acer 
glades. 

7.00 Countryfile. Sean Fletcher and 
Naomi Wilkinson present the 
show from Loch Ness, where they 
meet a seventh generation crofter 
and his daughter during lambing 
season, find out how a sporran 
maker is reinventing the traditional 
Scottish accessory, and tap birch 
trees for sap. Including Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 

8.00 The Generation Game. Family 
pairs from different generations 
battle it out in games including 
cake decorating, balloon 
modelling, and dancing the 
Argentine Tango with Vincent 
Simone and Flavia Cacace. 

9.00 Ordeal by Innocence. Arthur 
presents irrefutable proof that 
Jack is innocent, which stirs up 
tension among the members of 
the Argyll family, who realise that 
one of them may be the murderer. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, with 
highlights of Arsenal v 
Southampton at the Emirates 
Stadium and Chelsea v West Ham 
United at Stamford Bridge. 

11.30 Commonwealth Games 2018. JJ 
Chalmers introduces live coverage 
as day five gets under way in 
Queensland. 

4.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. 
Further live coverage of day five in 
Queensland. 


6.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. Hazel 
Irvine presents live coverage as day four 
of the Games continues in Queensland, 
with artistic gymnastics, athletics and 
hockey all taking place. 9.00 
Commonwealth Games 2018. Clare 
Balding presents further live coverage 
from day four of the Games in 
Queensland, featuring swimming at the 
Optus Aquatic Centre and track cycling at 
the Anna Meares Velodrome. Coverage 
continues on BBC One. 11.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 12.30 MasterChef. 

(R) 1.30 MasterChef. (R) 2.00 The 
Secret Helpers. (R) 3.00 Film: Emma. 
(1996) A privileged, headstrong young 
woman is busy playing matchmaker for 
her friends - unaware she has found her 
own soulmate. Jane Austen drama, with 
Gwyneth Paltrow and Ewan McGregor. 
5.00 Today at the Games. Clare Balding 
and Gabby Logan present the best of day 
four’s action at the Commonwealth 
Games in Queensland, with Max 
Whitlock vying for two of the 20 gold 
medals on offer. 

6.30 Golf: The Masters Live. Eilidh 
Barbour introduces coverage of 
the fourth and final day from the 
Augusta National in Georgia, as 
the opening Major of the year 
concludes. Spanish veteran Sergio 
Garcia finally claimed his first-ever 
Major here last year, overcoming 
England’s Justin Rose in a play-off 
after carding a final round of 69. 
With commentary by Peter Alliss, 
Ken Brown, Andrew Cotter and 
Paul Azinger. 

12.00 Film: The Rookie. (2002) A 
talented baseball player’s dreams of 
turning professional end with an injury. 
Years later, he takes up the sport again 
when he agrees to coach a high-school 
team. However, a light-hearted wager 
with the players obliges him to try to 
make a comeback to the big time - with 
astonishing results. Fact-based drama, 
with Dennis Quaid, Rachel Griffiths, Jay 
Hernandez, Beth Grant and Angus T 
Jones. 2.00 Sign Zone: Countryfile. In 
West Yorkshire, Matt Baker meets a 
beekeeper who came to the county as a 
refugee from Syria, Anita Rani goes in 
search of mountain hares, and Joe 
Crowley discovers Emily Bronte’s 
passion for wildlife. Plus, Tom Heap 
investigates the decline in Britain’s 
hedgehogs. (R) 2.55 Holby City. 

Roxanna questions Gaskell’s motives 
when he takes on a controversial new 
case. Meanwhile, Fletch clashes with 
new CEO Abigail over a vulnerable 
patient. (R) 3.55 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 4.00 BBC News. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 

(R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Spy School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure 
Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Love 
Your Garden. (R) 10.00 The Voice UK- 
Live Final. (R) 11.40 Change Your Tune. 
(R) 12.40 ITV News; Weather. 1.00 Ant 
& Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway. (R) 

2.30 Britain’s Brightest Family. (R) 3.00 
Tenable. (R) 4.00 You’ve Been Framed! 
(R) 4.30 ITV News; Weather. 4.45 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.00 
Tipping Point. (R) 

6.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 

Actress Sally Phillips, musician 
Rick Wakeman, professional 
snowboarder Jenny Jones and 
impressionist Alistair McGowan 
pit their wits against ruthless quiz 
genius the Chaser, as Bradley 
Walsh hosts another star-studded 
edition of the show. The celebrities 
must work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. (R) 

7.00 Change Your Tune. More bad 
singers undergo training, 
including a woman who wants to 
sing at her father’s birthday and a 
swimming coach who wants to 
duet with her boyfriend. Baz 
Ashmawy presents. 

8.00 The Durrells. Larry goes to 

Athens on a shirt trip, and returns 
with a royal guest. Louisa is 
delighted to have a prince under 
her roof, but soon finds herself 
with a less welcome visitor. 

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. Ruby 
is still reeling from her discoveries 
at the tea plantation, and must 
decide if she can forgive past 
mistakes. Meanwhile, Mari goes 
head to head with Lydia. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 The Olivier Awards 2018. 

Catherine Tate hosts the theatrical 
awards. 

12.15100 Year Old Driving School. (R) 
12.40 Marcella. (R) 1.30 Jackpot247. 
3.00 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.10 Race of Champions 2018. 7.05 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.45 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.15 The Simpsons. (R) 1.45 The 
Great Celebrity Bake Off for Stand Up to 
Cancer. (R) 3.00 Formula 1 Bahrain 
Grand Prix Live Build Up. Steve Jones 
presents a look ahead to the action. 3.45 
Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix Live. 
Coverage of the second round of the 
season (Start-time 4.10pm). 

6.20 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix 
Live Reaction. Steve Jones and a 
panel of experts discuss the 
second round of the season from 
the Bahrain International Circuit in 
Sakhir. 

6.45 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Escape to the Chateau. Series 
following a British family through 
the process of buying and 
restoring a French chateau that 
has been empty for the past four 
decades. Dick Strawbridge and his 
partner Angel Adoree’s new home 
has 12 acres of land, nine 
outbuildings, a walled garden and 
a moat-but it also has no 
electricity, heating or water, and 
proves to be a far more 
complicated DIY project than 
expected. (R) 

8.00 Jesus’Female Disciples: The 
New Evidence. Theologians Helen 
Bond and Joan Taylor embark on a 
journey around the world in search 
of evidence of the role played by 
women in the beginnings of 
Christianity. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie and Saul 
interrogate a suspect, while 
Wellington makes a play. 
Espionage drama, starring Claire 
Danes, Mandy Patinkin and Linus 
Roache. 

10.058 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the words-and- 
numbers quiz, as Jon Richardson 
and Chris Addison take on Joe 
Wilkinson and Katherine Ryan, 
while David O’Doherty helps out in 
Dictionary Corner. (R) 

11.00 Film: Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy. 
(2011) A former intelligence 
operative is brought out of 
retirement to uncover a Soviet 
mole in a high-ranking position in 
MI6. Cold War thriller, starring 
Gary Oldman and Colin Firth. 

1.25 Film: Shubh Mangal Saavdhan. 

(2017) 3.25 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 Milkshake! Monkey. 
(R) 6.25 The Secret Life of Puppies. (R) 
6.30 Mofy. (R) 6.35 Simon. (R) 6.40 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.45 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.00 
Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.10 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.20 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.30 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 7.55 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.10 
Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 8.25 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.45 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.00 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.15 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.20 Football on 5: The 
Championship. (R) 11.15 Football on 5: 
Goal Rush. (R) 11.50 Traffic Cops. (R) 

12.50 Film: Oliver! (1968) Musical, 
starring Ron Moody. 3.40 Film: The 
Deep End of the Ocean. (1999) Drama, 
starring Michelle Pfeiffer. 4.40 5 News 
Update. 4.45 Film: The Deep End of the 
Ocean. (1999) Concluded. 5.50 Film: 
Marley & Me. (2008) Comedy drama, 
starring Owen Wilson and Jennifer 
Aniston. 

6.50 5 News Update. 

6.55 Film: Marley & Me. (2008) 
Concluded. 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 

Coventry, the sheriffs chase 
£10,000 owed by a publican to a 
contractor. The property appears 
to be empty, but after finding an 
ingenious method of entry, Matt 
and Garry are confronted by a 
surprised and angry landlord. 
Meanwhile, agents Max and Steve 
head to central London to try to 
recover almost £8,000 owed to a 
firm of accountants. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 When Live News Goes Horribly 
Wrong. Moira Stuart narrates a 
selection of memorable mishaps 
from live news broadcasts, 
including the President of Estonia 
walking out of an interview with 
Dermot Murnaghan, an expert on 
Korea being upstaged by his own 
children, and Krishnan Guru- 
Murthy’s awkward interview with 
comedian Richard Ayoade. 

11.55 Football On 5: The Checkatrade 
Trophy. Lincoln City v Shrewsbury 
Town. Action from the showpiece 
match between the respective 
League Two and League One 
sides, which took place at 
Wembley Stadium. 

12.55 Britain’s Greatest Bridges. (R) 

1.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Resident 
Evil: Afterlife. (2010) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Commonwealth Games 
Extra 9.00 Folk Awards 2018 10.00 The 
Sky at Night 10.30 Horizon 11.30 
Conversations: Michael Heseltine 12.30 
Howto Be Bohemian with Victoria Coren 
Mitchell 1.30 Revolution and Romance: 
Musical Masters of the 19th Century 2.30 
Horizon 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

11.40 The Voice UK - Live Final 1.30 
Film: Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang 
(2010) 2.30 FYI Daily 2.35 Film: Nanny 
McPhee and the Big Bang (2010) 3.40 
Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 4.40 FYI Daily 
4.45 Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 5.45 
Film: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
(2005) 6.50 FYI Daily 6.55 Film: Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory (2005) 8.00 
Film: Spectre (2015) 9.05 FYI Daily 9.10 
Film: Spectre (2015) 10.55 Family Guy 
12.50 American Dad! 1.45 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.15 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.20 Film: Columbo: A Deadly State of 
Mind (1 975) 1.55 A Touch of Frost 4.00 
Vera 6.00 Lewis 8.00 Larry Grayson: 

Shut That Door! 10.00 An Audience with 
Victoria Wood 11.10 Film: Carry On Dick 
(1974) 1.00 Inspector Morse 2.55 Blue 
Murder 4.10 Road to Avonlea 5.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 

ITV4 

6.20 Nijinsky’s Triple Crown 6.25 Pawn 
Stars 6.55 The Big Fish Off 7.55 Mr Bean 
9.00 An Audience with Billy Connolly 
10.05 Film: Conan the Destroyer (1984) 
11.05 FYI Daily 11.10 Film: Conan the 
Destroyer (1984) 12.15 Film: 6 Bullets 
(2012) 1.15 FYI Daily 1.20 Film: 6 
Bullets (2012) 2.30 The Protectors 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

11.30 Film: Step Up 4: Miami Heat 
(2012)1.30 The Goldbergs 2.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 5.55 Young Sheldon 6.25 The Big 
Bang Theory 6.50 Film: Night at the 
Museum (2006) 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 10.00 The Inbetweeners 11.10 
The Big Bang Theory 12.00 Tattoo Fixers 

I. 10 The Inbetweeners 2.15 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 3.05 Rude Tube 
Film4 

II. 00 My Neighbour Totoro (1988) 1.00 
Paddington (2014) 2.50 Howto Train 
Your Dragon (2010) 4.40 Tooth Fairy 
(2010) 6.45 Ender’s Game (2013) 9.00 
The Last Witch Hunter (2015) 11.05 Bad 
Teacher (2011) 12.50 sex, lies and 
videotape (1989) 3.00 Close 


FIREPLACES FROM WORCESTER MARBLE-ELGIN & HALL - BE MODERN 
MANUFACTURED IN THE ENGLISH COUNTRYSIDE MADE TO ANY SIZE 
SO YOUR FIREPLACE IS TRULY BESPOKE 



FANTASTIC 

OFFERS 

DISCOUNTS OFF ALL 
FIRES AND FIREPLACES 


SALE NOW ON 


The Fireplace Studio 

Alderwood Precinct, Northway, Sedgley DY3 3QY, 
(next to the Cabin Public House) 01902 662796 
07933 570397 


OPENING TIMES 

Monday - Saturday lO.OOam - 4.00pm 
Sunday Closed 


nmn 

Sandwell Valley Park 

West Bromwich B71 4BG 

Saturday 14 th April 

10am - 4pm 
Free entry 


to country park & plant fair 

(P&D parking) 


www.planthuntersfairs.co.uk 


The ASA 
regulates ads 
on websites. 


#socialmediatoo 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(includingfire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 | B facebook, | 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


ONE OF THE LARGEST 
STOCKISTS OF CARPET 
IN THE COUNTRY 

Over 200 Part Rolls 


At STD we have the best fitters and 
we are NEVER undercut on price 


SALE NOW 

ON 



Majesty bleach cleanable. 

Sensations Heathers. 

Waterproof bathroom carpet 
itract wilton. 

Plus many more great offers 


Was 

Nowl 

sqyd 

sqyd 

£995 

.£7.95 

»«««* £ i 3.95.... 

.£9.95 

>»»»•£ 16.95.... 

...£12.95 

....£18.95.... 

.£8.36 

.£18.95.... 

.£8.95 




: : 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
9.00 to 5.30; 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00; 
Closed Wednesdays 


10% OFF 

i All end rolls with 
this voucher 



Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 Closed Wednesdays 
Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 


01384 76448 

www.stdcarpets.com 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Newlywed and Dead, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A young newlywed woman begins to doubt her 
husband’s love when his aunt and rival is found 
murdered. She investigates the death and his 
chequered past, only to become his next target. 
Drama, starring Shenae Grimes-Beech, Christopher 
Russell and Samantha Ferris. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

Nightmare 911, Channel 5, 3.20pm 

A police 911 operator is fired after mistaking a real 
murder for a prank call, and feeling guilty for allowing 
the crime to happen, she sets out to find the killer 
herself before he or she strikes again. Thriller, starring 
Fiona Gubelmann and John Lee Ames. (2015) 

WEDNESDAY 

McBride: Murder Past Midnight, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

The crusading lawyer is called up for jury duty in the 
case of a woman thought to have poisoned her 
wealthy husband. However, he ends up reluctantly 
agreeing to defend the accused when she is retried. 
Mystery, starring John Larroquette, Marta DuBois and 
Matt Lutz. (2005) 



THURSDAY 

The Killing Game, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A forensic sculptor whose daughter disappeared years 
previously receives a series of menacing phone calls 
from a man claiming to have killed her and announces 
his intention to strike again. She sets out to expose 
his identity before another girl dies, and maybe find 
out where her child is buried. Mystery based on Iris 
Johansen’s novel, starring Laura Prepon. (2011) 

FRIDAY 

Invictus, ITV, 10.45pm 

Following his election as president of South Africa, 
Nelson Mandela finds himself the leader of a racially 
and economically divided nation, and seeks a means 
to unite the people. The country’s entry in the 1995 
Rugby World Cup provides a perfect opportunity, and 
he enlists the aid of captain Francois Pienaar in 
making his team an inspiration to all South Africans. 
Clint Eastwood’s fact-based drama, starring Morgan 
Freeman and Matt Damon. (2009) 


Shadowfax has to prove 
herself a worthy member 


I magine you can enter a virtual 
world, where you can forget your 
troubles and be somebody 
completely different. Some gamers 
may claim that they already do so, 
but not to the same level depicted in 
Kiss Me First, Channel 4’s 
innovative drama, which began its 
run last week. 

Based on Lottie Moggach’s debut 
novel, it mixes live action with 
animated sequences set in Red Pill, 
a secret paradise hidden on the 
edges of central character Leila’s 
favourite computer game. It’s there 
that she meets Tess, her complete 
opposite who is hedonistic, 
impulsive and insatiable. 

Leila’s troubles escalate when 
Tess turns up in the real world, just 
as a fellow member of the gaming 
group mysteriously disappears - 
making her suspect that Red Pill 
isn’t the new Eden its creator Adrian 
claims it to be. 

Executively produced and written 
by Bryan Elsley, one of the co¬ 
creators of Skins, the six-part drama 
stars rising talent Tallulah Haddon 
as Leila. 


“She’s a young working class 
woman who is dealing with the 
difficulties of being a carer for her 
mother who has a terminal illness,” 
says Haddon of her character. “She 
becomes more and more immersed 
in a game that she’s played since 
her early teens, called Azana. 
Hopefully it gives some insight into 
the life of a young woman who is 
isolated but has a lot to offer to the 
world if she’s given the opportunity. 

“Leila lacks role models; she is 
isolated and has been neglected by 
the systems. Unfortunately she is in 
position where it is very difficult for 
her to get help or support. She’s 
very capable, but at the same time 
quite naive. I think if we bring it back 
to gaming, which is an art form, it 
makes total sense for her to want to 
be part of the Azana world, which 
holds so much more potential than 
her own.” 

Haddon herself took part in 
motion-capture filming to help the 
animators working on the project 
depict Leila’s online world - it’s an 
experience she won’t forget in a 
hurry. 


“It doesn’t feel particularly magical 
when you’re actually recording it, 
but it’s really surprising what they 
managed to do,” she smiles. “I 
thought of it as being more like a 
play, or a piece of movement, 
because it’s a lot more active, 
whereas film acting is quite still. 

“I think I was most shocked by the 
eye movement and the blinking. 

The eyes look so real, this reality 
conveys emotion at the same time 
as being quite isolating as you’re 
reminded it’s an animation. It 
emphasises the duplicity of the 
experience, feeling immersed in the 
Azana world.” 

In this week’s episode, Leila’s 
alter ego, Shadowfax, must prove to 
Adrian that she’s a worthy addition 
to the world of Red Pill. 

Despite being concerned about 
the sudden disappearance of 
Calumny, she’s desperate to be 
allowed in so that she can learn 
more about her new friend Tess - 
but perhaps she should be more 
worried about Calumny’s 
whereabouts than she appears to 
be... 



Kiss Me First, Monday, Channel 4, 10pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Springtime on the Farm 
Channel 5, 8pm 

Farmers come in all shapes and sizes, from every 
age group and all types of backgrounds. But what 
connects these unsung heroes is the incredible 
lengths they go to in providing the food that goes 
on our tables all year round. Over the course of five 
nightly shows this week, Yorkshire Vet stars Peter 
Wright and Julian Norton, along with farmer and 
Countryfile presenter Adam Henson and 
Springwatch Unsprung’s Lindsey Chapman, 
celebrate the nation’s agricultural workers. The 
series begins with a look behind the scenes at 
Cannon Hall Farm near Barnsley, South Yorkshire, 
revealing how it stays afloat as a business, and the 
measures the farmers take to bring over a thousand 
lambs into the world. Plus, Gloria Hunniford recalls 
childhood days on her granny’s farm in Northern 
Ireland, and former Emmerdale actor Kelvin 
Fletcher mucks out on a dairy farm. 

TUESDAY 
Cunk on Britain 
BBC2,10pm 

How much you like this series probably depends on 
how comfortable you are with watching experts 
trying to retain their composure while Philomena 


Cunk asks them the sort of questions a five-year- 
old child might offer. But obviously the format 
worked in Charlie Brooker’s Weekly Wipe, so little 
wonder Diane Morgan’s gloriously stupid alter ego 
has been given more screen time to play with. In 
the second episode, her odyssey takes her from 
King Henry the Eighth to Horatio Nelson. Kate 
Williams is the latest guest star. 

WEDNESDAY 
Benidorm 
ITV, 9pm 

Kat is back in EastEnders, which has left many 
soap fans wondering why her on-off husband ^ 
Alfie isn’t with her. Well, one reason could be 
that Shane Richie is busy living it up the 
sun with another guest stint in 
Benidorm as entertainer Sammy 
Valentine. Sammy is riding high after 
his comeback performance and is 
ready to make his debut at 
Neptune’s, but Monty remains 
unconvinced - until they have a 
meeting with a super fan. However, 

Joyce is still under the impression 
that they are going to be graced 
with the presence of a TV 
superstar. Meanwhile, Noreen 


senses the arrival of her twin sister Doreen, and 
Rob dashes to the airport in a bid to win back Cyd, 
leaving Billy and Eddie worried for his safety. 

THURSDAY 

Living with the Brainy Bunch 
BBC2, 8pm 

Does parental influence affects 
students’ academic ability? Experts 
>; certainly believe so, and in this radical 
experiment, struggling Year 11 pupils 
* | ^ Hollie and Jack from Chessington 

l Community College in south-west 
London move into the homes of two 
k high-achieving counterparts. Hollie’s 
new housemate is Holly H, 
who has a clutch of A*s 
my ■ .n .4 . [ jfij in her sights and 

^T* t ft wants to become a 
■ r * ¥ -' K4 * *** ™ lawyer. Meanwhile, 
Jack is teamed with 
Tharush who has 
only just moved to 
the UK from Italy but 
is already excelling 
at school. Initially, 
Hollie and Jack 
struggle with the 



early bedtimes, tough homework schedules and 
curfews. But will this revolutionary change in family 
life bring about a upturn in their grades and 
ultimately lead them down a different path in life? 

FRIDAY 

MasterChef: The Final 
BBC1, 8.30pm 

After an arduous seven-week journey, the search 
for the country’s best amateur cook reaches its 
climax, with the remaining three participants having 
to push themselves to the limit for one last time 
before judges John Torode and Gregg Wallace 
crown the winner. This is their final chance to pull 
out all the stops, show everything they’ve learned 
through the process, and in three hours 
demonstrate the kind of cook they have become. 
They must push their culinary boundaries and 
produce the best three dishes of their lives in their 
quest to become the 14th MasterChef champion. 
Last in the series. 

The City & the City 
BBC2, 9pm 

Borlu believes extreme right nationalist group leader 
Major Syedr knows more about Mahalia’s death 
than he’s prepared to reveal. Thriller, starring David 
Morrissey. 


TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. There are 
obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list 
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are possibly the best in 
the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with 
us you will save yourselves ££££s 
for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY 
£799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality electric operated rolling 
garage door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space saving, giving 
you extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller garage doors, absolute top quality 
garage door, for lower than 
UK high street DIY retailer 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL NOW 01376 571778 

www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com 



WINDOW 

DOCTOR 

CAN’T AFFORD TO REPLACE 

UPVC then why not just revamp! 



Hew locking systems, barrels anil keys 

Any problems please call for free guote and advice 

We are a company you can trust trading for over 25 years 

FREE QUOTES ON ALL WINDOWS, 
DOORS, ROOFLINES ETC 

Part of the Lifestyle Windows Group 

miw.lifestylewinrlowsofkingswinfonl.co.uk 

01384 295855 

Building 26, Unit 5 First Avenue, Pensnett 
Trading Estate, Kingswinford DY6 7TB 



FreeAds 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

Simply click the FreeAds icon 


*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 






















Double Crossword 


Sudoku 


BRAIN GYM 


Codeword 


1 

A 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

L 

13 

26 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 



Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. One suffering from 
this finds it difficult 
to go on (5-6) 

9. Contemporary gift 
(7) 

10. Conductor is 
caricatured, we 
hear (5) 

11. They sound like 
justifiable claims for 
observances (5) 

12. Not in the mail for 
remote station (7) 

13. Fray a piece of 
ribbon, by the 
sound of it (6) 

15. Girls upset by 
eastern fish (6) 

18. Passable method 
golfers should keep 
to (7) 

20. Rude mechanical 
instrument (5) 

22. They spray water 
on the ramblers (5) 

23. Show too much 
enthusiasm in 
taking part (7) 

24. They’re 
indispensable when 
Scene 1 is set 
differently (11) 


Down 

2. To give patient 
attention is an 
unusual pleasure (5) 

3. Had a shot at the 
visitor, one hears! 

(7) 

4. Get to the bottom 
of a nautical 
measure (6) 

5. Piece of metal to go 
in tin alloy (5) 

6. Lock lubricator (4-3) 

7. Austere menu 
provided at 
Thermopylae? (7,4) 

8. By which bills 
are paid for the 
colonies (11) 

14. Produce a 

publication again 
about children (7) 

16. Take some thought 
to provide a mirror 
image (7) 

17. They support 
current means of 
power (6) 

19. As wet as scrap 
material (5) 

21. A custom among 
industrious agents 
(5) 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Conceited (11) 
9. Inconsistent (7) 

10. Devil (5) 

11. Subject (5) 

12. Thin (7) 

13. Fools (6) 

15. Put (6) 

18. Crossbeam (7) 
20. Horrify (5) 

22. Singer (5) 

23. Closest (7) 

24. Diversify (11) 


Down 

2. Edge (5) 

3. Withdraw (7) 

4. Overlook (6) 

5. Poke (5) 

6. Wandering (7) 

7. Confining (11) 

8. Disbelief (11) 

14. Persian (7) 

16. Unauthorised disclosure (7) 

17. Reparation (6) 

19. Riddle (5) 

21. Squeeze (5) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Evidence; 5 Acid; 9 Alas; 

10 Spurious; 11 Curie; 12 Tripper; 13 General 
stores; 18 Absolved; 19 Scab; 20 Dormant; 

21 Crate; 22 Dame; 23 Presence. 

Down: 2 Vulture; 3 Dislike; 4 Capital letter; 

6 Cropper; 7 Deserts; 8 Artist; 13 Guarded; 

14 Nostrum; 15 Reload; 16 Observe; 17 Elastic. 
OUICK - Across: 1 Twilight; 5 Vend; 9 Area; 

10 Handicap; 11 Silly; 12 Operate; 13 Death 
sentence; 18 Monarchy; 19 Pail; 20 Relieve; 

21 Debar; 22 Turf; 23 Assisted. Down: 2 Warlike; 
3 Leaflet; 4 Head over heels; 6 Enchain; 

7 Deplete; 8 Advent; 13 Demerit; 14 Annular; 

15 Harken; 16 Express; 17 Climate. 


r 


Quiz 


1. What type of tree is the tamarack? 

2. Whose autobiography is called The Tale of 
My Life? 

3. On which day does Martinmas fall? 

4. At what age, according to the Old 
Testament, did Moses die? 

5. Which ocean contains the Norwegian Sea? 


6. Which millionairess tennis player was 
charged with drug possession in 1994? 

7. What is the capital of Tonga? 

8. Of what nationality is the novelist Nadine 
Gordimer? 

9. Which religious victims are named from the 
Greek for ‘witness’? 

10. In which country was dramatist Eugene 
Ionesco born? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Rubens; 2 Gary Player; 3 Long Island; 
4 Stephen Hawking; 5 Istanbul; 6 The lungs; 

7 Bel Mooney; 8 New Zealand; 9 Bryan 
Robson; 10 A monkey. 

Niner: PARSIMONY 


Niner 


A 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


7218542 gives a mythological creature, 

5612 gives a mythological character, 

3416923 gives a mythological weapon. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 




MNA DIGITAL 



STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 
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Alchemist just lacked that bit of magic 


BIRMINGHAM-BORN chef Glynn Purnell 
probably spoke for lots of independent 
restaurateurs recently when he bemoaned 
the takeover of the Second City. 

Glynn had a bee in his bonnet about chains- 
that-don’t-look-like-chains, saying a new wave of 
reasonably-sophisticated restaurants that appeared to 
be local were crowding out independent businesses. 

While every town seems to have a Zizzi, Prezzo, Ask 
and Pizza Express, not all have a Gusto, Alchemist or 
Gaucho. In Birmingham, all three are within walking 
distance and look as though they’re an intrinsic part of 
the city’s Colmore Row dining zone. 


COMFORT 

Glynn was fed up that discerning customers might 
be led there rather than, for instance, his own bistro, 
which is just around the corner. He makes a valid point. 
With few exceptions, these days you have to head into 
Birmingham’s suburbs for independent dining. While 
Gusto offers a classic and contemporary Italian- 
influenced menu and Gaucho focuses on great steaks 
and food from Argentina, The Alchemist is all about 
cool cocktails, all-day dining and global comfort food. 

It has a wide range of burgers, wraps and fillet 
steak or fish finger sandwiches. There are starters that 
originate from the Far East, Mexico and the Med while 
mains are dominated by such staples as steak, sea 
bass, tuna, lamb and chicken in various guises. 

It’s in the city’s former Grand Hotel, one of 
Birmingham’s most famous buildings. 

It’s a round-the-clock joint, where in the morning you 
can feast on a £10 full English or something not quite so 
fattening, like a coconut yoghurt with granola. 

There are plenty of nibbles and sharing plates, from 
£2.50 to £6, including pork bon bons, crispy kale, 



olives and more. Starters are nachos, chicken wings, 
California rolls, ribs, fish cakes and spring rolls. My 
friend and I called in for a midweek supper, booking an 
early table for two. By six o’clock, it was two-thirds full. 

We started with an order-and-share selection of 
nibbles, including mac'n’cheese bites with chipotle 
mayo, pork bon bons with chipotle mayo and edamame 
beans with soy and sea salt. The edamame were a little 
too greasy, in truth, having been fried before arriving. 
The mac’n’cheese bites were brilliant.The bon bons 
equally good. Savoury, flavour-packed pork was rolled 


into small balls then coated in a golden breadcrumb, 
ready for dipping into the creamy mayo. 

We decided it would be rude not to tuck into a decent 
burger, given the choice before us. And so she ate a 
nicely-seasoned beef patty with cheese and bacon. 
Pleasant: yes. Memorable: not really. 

I opted for the katsu chicken, but ended up wishing 
I’d decided on the jerk chicken with dumplings, rice 
and peas. The katsu was reasonable. The panko 
breadcrumb was delicious and the garnish of crispy 
kale and perfectly-cooked and nicely-fragrant rice was 


a delight. The katsu was also decent, allowing me to 
dip and eat as I made my way through the plate. But the 
chicken was overcooked. 

We stuck around for dessert, tucking into a baked 
lemon cheesecake with a lemoncello glaze and 
unseasonal strawberries. 

The bill was £60, which felt about right, or was 
perhaps a little on the high side. The environment and 
staff were high class but the food wasn’t at the standard 
of some of its neighbours. 

ANDY RICHARDSON 



CORONATION ST. 


Coronation Street 

Walk the Cobbles 


The Royal Scot Steam Train 

& the Railway Children 


Terracotta Warriors 

in Liverpool 


The Flying Scotsman 

& Classic Cambridge 


Departing Sunday 3 Jun Departing Sunday 24 Jun 

From Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge From Dudley 


Departing Sunday 19 Aug 

From Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


Departing Thursday 27 Sep 

From Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at our selected hotel 

✓ 90 minute guided set and studio tour of 
Coronation Street followed by free time 

✓ En-route visit to Chester 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

✓ Royal Scot steam train journey on the Keighley & 
l Worth Valley Railway 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at our selected hotel 

✓ Entrance to the Terracotta Warriors exhibition at 
the World Museum, Liverpool 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at our selected hotel 

✓ Exclusive train journey behind the Flying 
Scotsman on the Nene Valley Railway 

✓ En-route visit to Cambridge 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 149 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 140 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 115 


3 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 230 


subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions which are based on the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03332 341 875 


Quote 

JGRT 


033 numbers are free within 
inclusive minutes packages 
otherwise standard rates apply. 


or visit us 
online at 


justgoholidays.com/RT 


1 

























































PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
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BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Top floor one-bed 
studio apartment 
also has parking 

Trinity Property are pleased to offer this one- 
bedroom top floor studio apartment at 24 Stockton 
Court, Bilston, for sale at £23,500. 

Offering off-road parking, the property briefly 
comprises a kitchen, bathroom/WC, lounge and a 
double bedroom. 

The apartment also has electric heating and partial 
double glazing. 

In more detail, the kitchen has a range of wall- 
mounted and base units, while the living room has a 
radiator and is neutrally decorated. 

The property is close to the Birmingham New Road 
and the amenities that offers and Silver Jubilee Park 
is also nearby. The nearest railway station is Coseley. 

There is no upward chain and viewing is strictly by 
appointment only. 

This property is for sale by the Modern Method of 
Auction which is not to be confused with traditional 
auction. 

The Modern Method of Auction is a flexible buyer 
friendly method of purchase which allows you up to 
56 days to complete on the property which means 
interested parties can proceed with traditional 
residential finance. 

A spokesperson for Trinity Property said: “We bring 
afresh, friendly and honest approach to selling, 
buying and letting property within the Dudley and 
Stourbridge area. 

“Offering free market appraisals, great EPC 
prices, and all aspects of property letting and 
management, we are based in central Dudley and 
cover Kingswinford, Wordsley, Netherton, Sedgley, 
Tipton, Tividale and more, with a business built on 
recommendation. 

“Our lettings department can offer full property 
management, rent collection and tenant-find 
services.” 


BILSTON £23,500 





She's sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, April 5, 2018 
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“PROPERTY 



Substantial cottage with 
a beautiful rear garden 

HIMLEY 

£ 389,950 


This substantial detached cottage in School 
Road, Himley, comes with a large and beautifully 
established private garden. 

It is for sale through Taylors Estate Agents at 
£389,950. It has a large gated driveway with a 
substantial detached double garage and a large 
workshop with potential for a home work space. 

The accommodation retains much of the original 
charm and character. The layout includes the reception 
hall, attractive lounge with double doors to the 
formal dining room, large family dining kitchen with 
appliances, utility room, pantry/store and verandah. 
The first floor has four good bedrooms and a spacious 
family bathroom with a shower. 

Call Taylors Estate Agents on 01384 401777. 



A delightful 
detached home 
sitting on an 
elevated plot 

SEDGLEY 

£ 199,950 «< 


This charming modern 
three-bedroomed detached 
house for sale in Ley Rise, 
Northway, Sedgley, is for 
sale through Wakeman 
Estate Agents at £199,950 
with no chain. 

The property occupies a 
slightly elevated corner plot on 
the popular Northway estate 
with well-maintained and well- 
proportioned three-bedroom 
accommodation. This briefly 
comprises an entrance hall, 
a kitchen, living room, three 
bedrooms, a bathroom, 
garage, a garden and parking. 

It is conveniently situated for 
a wide range of amenities in 
Sedgley village, together with 
access to surrounding centres 
and yet is close to open 
greenbelt countryside. 

The lounge has French doors 
leading to the garden. 

Call 01384 459999 for more 
information. 


Wakem 



team 

IttiLuLiLeLi^ce^LLL 






£325,000 9 OLD QUARRY DRIVE, UPPER GORNAL 


£299,500 


PROPERTY 

AWARDS 


•Exceptional individual detached family home, Set within well tended walled gardens 
•Spacious five bedroom accommodation over three floors 
•Impressive conservatory, three reception rooms, high quality fittings throughout 
•Extensive breakfast kitchen, utility room and playroom 
•EPC RATING C 


•Attractive double fronted end of terrace cottage 
•Bedroom one with en-suite shower room, two further bedrooms 
•Well maintained & improved double glazed accommodation 
•Car parking to side of property with easily maintained rear garden 
•EPC RATING D 


•Modern detached house in popular cul de sac location 
•Bedroom one with en suite shower room, three further bedrooms 
•Well maintained accommodation with conservatory & utility room 
•Views to the front over Cotwall End Nature Reserve 
•EPC RATING C 



45 GOODRICH MEWS £100,000 

UPPER GORNAL 
•Modem first floor apartment 
•Two bedrooms 
•Lounge/dining room 
•Telephone entry system 
•Two car parking spaces 
•Convenient location 



7 BOUNDARY CRESCENT, LOWER GORNAL £187,500 


•Extended & considerably improved semi detached house 
•Well maintained accommodation with three bedrooms plus attic room 
•Added benefit of a sun room, bar, utility area and sauna room 
•Rear garden with decking on two levels and swimming pooL 
•EPC RATING D 



2 LINLEY GROVE, GORNAL WOOD £174,950 


•Semi detached house with three bedrooms 
•Pleasant & convenient residential cul-de-sac location 
•Well maintained and improved accommodation 
•Through lounge and dining area, easily maintained gardens 
•EPC RATING C 



37 DALESWOOD PARK, ROMSLEY £139,950 


•New park home enviably positioned on a hard landscaped plot with ample patio areas 
•Overlooking adjoining woodland within a semi rural locality 
•Contemporary accommodation with open plan living room, dining/kitchen area 
•Two bedrooms with built in wardrobes, shower room with large walk in shower 
•Daleswood Park is a small Dark home site, desianated for owner occupiers onlv 


■E? ! -J 

>. ~ 



108 METROPOLITAN LOFTS, PARSONS STREET, DUDLEY £100,000 

•First floor duplex apartment with a high degree of security 

•Good sized accommodation with mezzanine bedroom 

•Secure allocated undercover parking 

•Close to Dudley town centre 

Lepc rating c_ 



458 HIMLEY ROAD 
DUDLEY 

Guide Price £100,000 

•Character Gornal Wood cottage with 
footpath access only to the front 
•Occupying a level garden plot 
with potential for extension and 
improvement 

•Approached from Himley Road over 
an unmade driveway 
•Pleasant cottage gardens 
•NO PROVISION FOR OFF ROAD 
PARKING 
•EPC RATING F 


BUILDING PLOT ADJ 54 
DEEPDALE LANE 


£98,000 



•Individual building plot 

•Planning consent for a five bedroom 
detached dwelling 

•Planning application number 
PI 5/1679 

•Popular and established residential 
area 

•Excellent views to the rear 


202 Wolverhampton Street, Dudley 

01384 459999 wakeman-onhne.com 
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Taylors 


the property professionals 


Kings winford 
01384 401777 


Briertey Hill 
01384 265265 


Sedgley 

01902 880888 


Stourbridge Halesowen 



C0SELEY, Clifton Street, Hurst Hill 

OUTSTANDING, spacious, ‘landmark’ family residence (on 3 floors) overlooking open 
aspect comprising; imposing reception hall, magnificent 26’5” through living/dining 
room (with multi-fuel stove) and 21’6” CONSERVATORY, first quality ‘hub of the house’ 

17 ft kitchen with granite work surfaces & many units/appliances, utility room, fitted 
cloakroom. Three double bedrooms (principal bedroom with fitted units & shower room 
en suite), house bathroom. 25’2” transverse fourth bedroom. Landscaped gardens, ample 
parking. EPC: TBA SEDGLEY 



LOWER G0RNAL, The Straits 

Deceptively spacious, FOUR BEDROOM, gas centrally heated, uPVC double glazed detached 
family home within walking distance of so many day-to-day amenities/schools/open 
fields etc. briefly comprising; reception hall, refitted shower/cloaks, store, lounge leading 
to a CONSERVATORY, dining room, refitted breakfast kitchen with ‘light beech’ effect 
units & various integrated appliances. FOUR BEDROOMS (two with wardrobes), upgraded 
bathroom with white suite. Block paved driveway, 31ft car port, garage, neat sheltered 
rear garden. EPC: TBA SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £340,000 


Offers in the region of £249,950 



LANESFIELD, Mount Road 

A well-presented semi-detached property located in the popular Lanesfield area of 
Wolverhampton. Benefiting from having NO UPWARD CHAIN, this good-sized EXTENDED 
family home also consists of porch, hallway, guest W/C, living room, sitting room, 
breakfast-kitchen, FOUR BEDROOMS, bathroom with separate W/C, large rear/ side 
garden with possible further extension potential, garage, gas central heating, double 
glazing and drive offering ample parking to front. SEDGLEY EPC TBA 

Offers in the region of £177,500 



HIMLEY, School Road 



WALL HEATH, Albert Street 



UPPER G0RNAL, Vale Street 



SEDGLEY, Parkdale 




i 

hi 



UPPER G0RNAL, Ox Street 


A SUBSTANTIAL DETACHED COTTAGE with a LARGE and 
BEAUTIFULLY ESTABLISHED PRIVATE GARDEN SETTING, 
running down to the stream with fields beyond, offering a 
LARGE GATED DRIVEWAY with SUBSTANTIAL DETACHED 
DOUBLE GARAGE with Large Work Shop & Store. The 
accommodation is INCREDIBLY SPACIOUS and Attractively 
Presented throughout, including FOUR GOOD BEDROOMS. 
EPC E 


A VERY IMPRESSIVE and EXTENDED DETACHED FAMILY HOME 
with a LARGE LEVEL and SUNNY REAR GARDEN, which is 
superbly located close to village shop, restaurants and popular 
schools, offering a GENEROUS FOUR BEDROOM layout with 
ENSUITE. With DRIVEWAY and GARAGE. EPC D 


PANORAMIC VIEWS! Spacious, landmark’ detached upon 
corner plot offering significant further potential comprising; 
porch, hall, store, lounge with bay, dining room, upgraded 
kitchen, walk in pantry, utility room, wet/shower room. Gallery 
landing, three bedrooms (all with wardrobes), bathroom. 
Extensive parking to front, rear garden orientated to the 
southwest. EPC: D SEDGLEY 


Stunning property located in the ALL SAINTS CONSERVATION 
AREA within walking distance of Sedgley centre. This 
VICTORIAN TOWN HOUSE benefits from gas central heating, 
double glazing set over FOUR STOREYS comprising; entrance 
hall, living room, dining room, fitted farmhouse’ kitchen as well 
as cellar, utility room, guest W/C, FOUR BEDROOMS, bathroom, 
gardens to front & courtyard to rear. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. 
EPC:E SEDGLEY 


Fantastically presented modern family home in sought a 
much after cul-de-sac location. As well as having gas central 
heating and double glazing this well-proportioned residence 
also boasts living room, EXTENDED dining room, EXTENDED 
breakfast-kitchen, guest W/C, FOUR BEDROOMS, stunning 
family bathroom, garage, enclosed rear garden and driveway to 
front. VIEWING IS ESSENTIAL! EPC: TBA SEDGLEY 


£389,950 


£320,000 


Offers in the region of £285,000 


Offers in the region of £269,950 


Offers in the region of £240,000 



LOWER G0RNAL, Ruskin Avenue, Straits 


Offering potential with well proportioned living space, this 
DETACHED BUNGALOW is located on the popular STRAITS 
estate. With central heating & part double glazing, this TWO 
BEDROOM property also benefits from; porch, open-plan 
reception hall-diner, living room, kitchen-diner, shower room, 
side hall/ utility, conservatory, tandem garage, garden, 
driveway. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC: E SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £224,950 



KINGSWINF0RD, Astor Road 


An EXPENSIVELY IMPROVED DETACHED BUNGALOW which 
enjoys a pleasant cul-de-sac position, providing a ready to move 
into layout which includes TWO BEDROOMS and a FULL WIDTH 
CONSERVATORY. With FULL WIDTH DRIVEWAY, CARPORT, 
GARAGE and a very pleasant enclosed garden. EPC D 


£219,950 



SEDGLEY, Southerndown Road, Brownswall estate 


NO UPWARD CHAIN. Enviously located on the much sought 
after Brownswall Estate, this well maintained Bungalow 
has much to offer. Occupying a corner position, and having 
gas central heating & double glazing, this fabulous property 
boasts entrance porch, hallway, living room, TWO BEDROOMS, 
attractive fitted kitchen, sun room, bathroom, detached garage, 
lovely garden with driveway to front. EPC:D SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £209,950 



SEDGLEY, Turls Hill Road 


TREMENDOUS POTENTIAL! Extended, SPACIOUS, gas centrally 
heated, double glazed interwar semi detached in favoured 
“tree-lined” road within walking distance of fields & day-to-day 
amenities comprising; entrance vestibule, hall, cloaks, store, 
sitting room, extended 20'3" lounge, extended 16'1” breakfast 
kitchen, further utility room. Three bedrooms, bathroom. 
GARAGE, secluded rear garden. EPC: F SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £180,000 



SEDGLEY/W00DSETT0N BORDER, Tipton Road 


REMARKABLY SPACIOUS - Elegant, well proportioned, 
modernised, gas centrally heated, double glazed Edwardian 
terrace family residence WITH PANORAMIC DISTANT VIEWS 
TO REAR and GATED REAR PARKING comprising; porch, hall, 
lounge, sitting room, rear hallway, cellar, breakfast room, 
kitchen, lobby and wet room. Three bedrooms, bathroom, 
traditional loft, gated access to parking for two vehicles, garden 
beyond and tremendous views. EPC: E SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £180,000 



W00DSETT0N, Wren Street 


Situated in the extremely popular area of Woodsetton, this 
traditional semi-detached family home has much to offer. 

Being part centrally heated and double glazed this good-sized 
property also benefits from entrance porch, hallway, living 
room, dining room, kitchen, THREE BEDROOMS, family 
bathroom, attractive enclosed rear garden, garage, with 
parking to front and offered with NO UPWARD CHAIN. Mine 
Search available. EPC:E SEDGLEY 

£174,950, now £169,950 



DUDLEY, Old Park Road 


NO UPWARD CHAIN. Located in an extremely popular area of 
Dudley, this EXTENDED traditional semi-detached property has 
been maintained to a good standard and benefits from gas 
central heating and double glazing as well as entrance porch, 
hallway, living room, EXTENDED lounge, EXTENDED kitchen, 
THREE BEDROOMS, family bathroom, enclosed rear garden 
with brick-built workshop, and driveway to front. EPC: TBA 
SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £144,950 



LOWER G0RNAL, Wood Road 


NO UPWARD CHAIN. Well presented semi detached home ideal 
for the first time buyer looking to get onto the property ladder. 
Located in the popular Lower Gornai area and consisting of 
living room, kitchen-diner, THREE BEDROOMS, bathroom, gas 
central heating and double glazing with enclosed rear garden 
and drive with ample parking to front. EPC D SEDGLEY 



GOSPEL END VILLAGE (NR SEDGLEY), Gospel End 
Road 


An enviously situated first floor maisonette in the highly 
desirable Gospel End Village. As well as having entrance 
hall and parking this TWO BEDROOMS property also boasts, 
double glazing, living room, fitted-kitchen, stunning bathroom, 
study and is offered with NO UPWARD CHAIN. VIEWING IS 
ESSENTIAL. EPC: TBA SEDGLEY 



BILST0N, Pickwick Place, Bradley 


A superbly presented ground floor maisonette with parking and 
rear garden and situated in an attractive cul-de-sac location. 

As well as entrance porch this ideal starter property, rental 
investment or even bungalow alternative also benefits from 
living room, attractive fitted kitchen, TWO BEDROOMS and 
allocated parking. Offered with NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC 
Rating E. SEDGLEY. 


Offers in the region of £139,950 


Offers in the region of £129,950 


Offers in the region of £77,500 


www.taylors-estateagents.co.uk 


Follow us on: f ^0 
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Four-bedroom 
detached home 
is new to the 
property market 

SEDGLEY 

£ 350,000 <<r< 


Stunning and incredibly 
stylish, this four-bedroomed 
detached family home 
in Longmeadow Drive, 
Northway, Sedgley, is new to 
the property market. 

It is for sale through Taylors 
Estate Agents at £350,000. 

With double glazing and gas 
centrally heating, this property 
has been comprehensively 
transformed to a specialist 
architect’s imaginative design. 

The accommodation 
includes an imposing 
reception hall, a fitted 
cloakroom/WC, a family room, 
an elegant 17’3” living room, a 
magnificent ‘hub of the house’ 
35’9” dining kitchen, extensive 
range of units/granite work 
surfaces etc, and a walk-in 
larder/store off. 

There is also a galleried 
landing, a spacious principal 
bedroom suiteand a shower 
room en-suite. 

Contact 01902 880888. 



Period property has 
character and charm 


DREWS HOLLOWAY 
£ 450,000 


An outstanding period detached property, 
Waverley House in Drews Holloway, Halesowen, 
has been well modernised yet still retains its 
original charming character. 

New to the property market, it is for sale through 
Taylors Estate Agents at £450,000. Having good 
size gardens and four good bedrooms, plus four 
reception rooms, this beautiful home also features a 
spacious large dining kitchen. 

Its sympathetically improved and exceptionally 
spacious interior includes a lovely hall, four reception 
rooms, spacious dining kitchen with appliances, 
cloakroom with WC, utility, four good bedrooms and 
bathroom. 

Contact Taylors on 0121 550 3978. 



AUCTIONS 


BIGWOOD 


SELL YOUR PROPERTY 
UNDER THE HAMMER 


with the West Midlands’ most 
successful auction network* 


Entries now invited for our next auction on 

Wednesday 9th May at Aston Villa FC 


CALL US TODAY ON 

0121 233 5046 


www.sdlauctions.co.uk 


"based on 2016 figures 
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BEST CARS ON 
THE MARKET 


A car to enjoy every day not 

By Ian Donaldson 


just for the track 



The GSi will stand out in the company car park with its own styling package including from new front and rear and side panels 


Vauxhall insists its new Insignia GSi is 
‘emphatically not a track car’ and then tells 
you how quick it is around the world’s most 
demanding race circuit. 

You then discover that the overtly sporty 
looking GSi - available in both Grand Sport 
hatch and Sports Tourer estate shapes - is 
no more powerful than other models with the 
same petrol or diesel engines and costing 
thousands less. 

If it all sounds a bit confusing, matters 
become clearer when you learn the 
newcomers are simply supposed to be more 
fun to drive than lesser models (if no faster in 
a straight line) and that there may be a quicker 
Insignia along later. 

That one will carry a VXR badge, denoting a 
car that might well end up on a weekend track 
day, while the less potent GSi tag is reserved 
for less hot but more affordable cars. 

Still, we learn that the new and, for the 
moment, quickest Insignia was 12 seconds 
faster around the demanding Nurburgring in 
Germany’s Eifel mountains than the last VXR 
version ... even though it’s not meant to venture 
on track. 

Impressive 

The speed comes from the work done on the 
suspension and brakes - lowered and stiffened 
for the first part and fitted with big (and 
undoubtedly expensive) Brembo front brakes 
for the second. 

The car is also up to an impressive 160kg 
lighter than the VXR and comes with big 20ins 
alloy wheels and sticky Michelin Pilot Sport 
tyres and puts its power down via an all-wheel 
drive system set up to give a sporty feel as you 
push out of corners. 

Prices start at £32,975 for the Grand Sport 
diesel with its 210 horsepower 2.0 litre engine, 
likely to be the most popular choice over the 
dearer (£33,375) petrol model and its 260hp 
power unit. 

If you need more boot space (or just reckon it 
looks better), the estate Sports Tourer version 
adds £1,500 to the bottom line and very mildly 
dilutes the performance and fuel consumption 
figures - although you’d never notice. 

In hatchback Grand Sport form the diesel 
will hit 145mph and 62mph in 7.3 seconds, 
while returning an official 40.4mpg and 
186g/km. The petrol version’s figures are 
155mph/6.9seconds/32.8mpg/197g/km. 


Either engine is available in Insignia Elite 
models that cost up to £4,515 less than you’ll 
pay for the GSi but take that route and you will 
miss the ability to dial up sporty settings for 
the suspension as well as goodies like head 
up display, specially designed front sports 
seats, paddle shift for the gears, keyless entry 
and heating for the rim of the chunky, leather 
wrapped steering wheel. 

Other interior temptations include heated 
front and outer rear seats, massage and 
cooling also in the front pair, Bose sound 
system, satellite navigation and Vauxhall’s 


OnStar system that lets you interrogate your 
car via your mobile phone over matters like 
remaining fuel range and flash the lights and 
horn to find it in a car park - very useful in 
those that cover acres! 

The GSi will also stand out in the company 
car park with its own styling package, running 
from new front and rear and side panels to 
visible exhaust pipes and a large rear spoiler - 
this an option in the rest of Europe but deemed 
a must have for we extrovert Brits. 

Out on a fine selection of Midlands’ roads in 
a diesel GSi (no petrols were available on the 


UK launch event), the car impressed with its 
mid-range punch while never feeling gorblimey 
quick between the corners. 

The engine kept its diesel noises to a 
minimum - sounding almost sportily keen 
when pushed - and returned a reasonable 
33.2mpg over the 70 miles of mostly fast 
country route. 

Even with the sports setting chosen for the 
suspension the ride stays the right side of too 
stiff and powerfully confirmed first impressions 
that the GSi is a car for enjoying every day - 
but not on the track. 


MINI is taking 
the dream road 



All ready for the challenge 

An exclusive version of the MINI 
Cooper S E Countryman ALL4 kicks off 
a long-haul journey from North America 
to Tierra del Fuego, after being unveiled 
at the 2018 New York International Auto 
Show. 

At the show which opens today, 
MINI-style electro mobility will conquer 
new terrain with the presentation of an 
exclusive model specially designed for 
extremely challenging routes. With its 
underpinnings taken from the brands 
first plug-in hybrid vehicle, the MINI 
Countryman Panamericana has been 
designed for a long-distance tour from 
North America to Tierra del Fuego, 
showcasing the power and durability of 
the brand’s largest model. 

Additional headlights, tyres with 
emergency running characteristics 
and a roof rack for transporting a 
spare wheel will make the compact 
five-door fit for a road trip in a class of 
its own. Based on the MINI Cooper SE 
Countryman ALL4, the combined power 
and versatility of its two engines make 
it the perfect endurance athlete for the 
Panamericana adventure. 

Three MINI Countryman Panamericana 
Plug-In Hybrid vehicles will tackle the 
intercontinental route on the world’s 
longest north-south road link. They will 
demonstrate the reliability and long¬ 
distance performance of the Plug-In 
Hybrid drive technology used in the MINI 
Cooper S Countryman ALL4. 

The Panamericana covers a distance 
of about 25,750 kilometers. Coverage 
from the journey will be available through 
the MINI News Instagram Channel at: 
www.instagram.com/mini.news 


Order books open for rugged new Ford Fiesta Active 



Order books are now open at Ford dealers 
across the country for its latest crossover - the 
Fiesta Active. 

Starting at a price of £17,790, the jacked-up city 
car is available in three variants - Active 1, Active 
B&O Play and Active X - and will join the firm’s 
range alongside the Ka-i- Active in “offering buyers 
an exciting lifestyle crossover”. 

It retains the basic design of the latest version 
of the Fiesta, but all Active models will receive a 
rugged-look body styling kit, an increased ride 
height, roof rails, front fog lights and 17-inch alloy 
wheels as standard. 

There’s also three selectable drive modes - Eco, 
Normal and Slippery - along with Hill Start Assist. 

Other features included at no extra cost are lane- 
keep technology, automatic headlights, a heated 


windscreen and rear privacy glass. Ford’s SYNC 
3 infotainment system with Bluetooth connectivity 
features too, which also supports Apple CarPlay 
and Android Auto. 

B&O Play models add more kit and get their 
name from 10-speaker Bang & Olufsen audio 
systems that feature, as well as aesthetic tweaks 
such as a black roof with matching rails. 

There’s also yellow highlights throughout the 
cabin, along with additional tech such as cruise 
control, rain-sensing wipers, illuminated cup 
holders and a 4.2-inch TFT instrument cluster with 
traffic sign recognition. 

Pricing for the B&O Play variants begins at 
£19,190. 

The range-topping Active X brings partial leather 
upholstery, heated front seats, power-foldable 


door mirrors with puddle lights, a rear-view camera 
and parking sensors, as well as the addition of 
navigation and DAB radio to the SYNC 3 system. 
It’s available from £20,290. 

Two engines are on offer for the Fiesta 
Active. There’s one petrol unit, a three-cylinder, 
turbocharged 1.0-litre motor that is available in 
four states of tune - 84bhp, 99bhp, 123bhp and 
138bhp. 

A diesel option is also available. This is a 1.5-litre 
engine, developing 84bhp. No matter the choice 
of engine, a six-speed manual gearbox features, 
while auto stop-start technology is included as 
well. 

Orders can now be placed for the new Ford 
Fiesta Active, with deliveries expected to follow 
imminently. 
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Skoda 

By James Parker 

For a hot estate the Skoda Octavia was a 
slow burn on me. 

But after months living with this car I’ve 
come to truly appreciate it. 

It has so many positive attributes I could 
write about but, for me, one stands head and 
shoulders above all others. 

It’s not the high-performance 2.0-litre 
181 bhp engine of ourVRS model or the 
abundance of onboard tech. Instead, it’s 
the level of thought that’s clearly gone into 
making the Octavia a car for the everyman 
(and every woman). 

It’s as though in a factory somewhere deep 
in the Czech Republic there’s a clone of me 
on a mission to make life a little better and 
journeys a little more comfortable for my 
family. 

They’ve thought deeply about how we’ll 
use the car and the lifestyle we lead and have 
asked themselves what they can do to make 
the car work around that. 

The end result may not be one big ‘wow’, 
as many of the solutions they’ve come up 
with are largely unnoticeable until they’re 
needed. But I’ve found a smile flashing across 
my face many a time as I’ve presented the 
Octavia with a potential problem only to find 
the ‘Simply Clever’ folk at Skoda have already 
come up with the answer. 

Whenever I have something I need to 
stow out of view, there’s a conveniently 
placed compartment. When I need to hang 
something, there’s a hook, and when I 
have something that may slide around the 
boot, they’ve even given me a set of neatly 
concealed Velcro holds that grip to the boot 


Octavia vRS showing off! 



Folding the seats down is easy 

lining and stop objects from slipping. There’s 
even a built-in ice scraper, tucked neatly 
inside the fuel cover, for those freezing cold 
mornings. 

It’s much the same story inside the cockpit. 
In the back, there are two cup-holders built 
into the armrest and two USB ports to stop the 
kids squabbling. And again, there are more 
cleverly positioned hooks and pockets that, 
well, just make life with the Octavia that little 
bit better. 

Taken in isolation, any one of these things 
is pretty small fry and inconsequential. But 
when added together, they combine to make 
the Skoda Octavia a great all-round car, 
whether you’re someone who needs a motor 
that will comfortably eat up the motorway 
miles or you’re a parent who needs a flexible 
and versatile vehicle that can cope with the 
demands of family life. 

Our long-termer is the high-performance 
VRS model with sports seating, black interior 
and DSG box. It’s powerful and great fun 



Even in its sportiest spec the Octavia estate is refined, economical and offers an impressive MPG return 


to drive - although I still think it needs to 
be cranked up a notch. Whether you need 
the extra power of the VRS is a question of 
personal preference -1 could take it or leave 
it - but even in its sportiest spec the Octavia 
estate is refined, economical and offers an 
impressive MPG return. 

Inside, it’s a pleasant place to while away 
the hours too. Infotainment-wise, there’s 
everything you’d expect from a quality car in 


this bracket, and everything’s well located and 
simple to use to boot. 

For me, the opening panoramic glass roof is 
definitely worth having - even though it’s an 
optional extra - as it really brightens what is 
otherwise a dark interior. 

Were I to be putting my money down on a 
car that would meet all my needs and fit my 
lifestyle perfectly, the Octavia would be very 
high on my shopping list. 


AT A GLANCE 

MODEL: Skoda Octavia vRS Estate 
PRICE: £35,655 

ENGINE: 2.0-litre turbocharged diesel 
POWER: 181 bhp 
TORQUE: 380Nm 
MAX SPEED: 139mph 



USED CAR DEALS 


PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 


NEW CAR REVIEWS & ROAD TESTS 

MOTORING Express&Star 
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Picanto X is a little chunkier than its non-X siblings in the range 


By Carmel Stewart 

Powered by its tried and tested 1.25litre petrol 
engine, the Korean built, front-wheel-drive Picanto 
X city-sized car has a number of additional 
goodies which sets it above others in the same 
segment. 

Perhaps most important to modern-day drivers is 
the connectivity package - a seven-inch touchscreen 
display plus satellite navigation with Android Auto 
and Apple CarPIay fitted as standard. 

In appearance, the Picanto X is a little chunkier than 
its non-X siblings in the range being longer, wider and 
taller with increased ground clearance, black side sill 
mouldings and wheel-arch cladding, silver skid plates 
beneath the SUV style front and rear bumpers and 
twin exhaust outlets. 

Those who travel with tape measures (and there are 
those who do) will note that we are talking millimetres 
here - 75mm longer, 30mm wider and 15mm taller 
with a 35mm longer front overhang and a 40mm 
greater rear overhang. 

In addition, all on-board have slightly raised seating 
positions (15mm) on grey faux leather upholstery. 
Boot space adds up to a comfortable 255litres which 
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There are silver skid plates beneath the front 

ups to more than 1,000 litres with the rear seat back 
dropped flat. 

The grille and fog lamp surrounds are finished with 
lime green highlights - a colour repeated inside with 
the stitching round the steering wheel, gear lever 
gaiter and armrests. 

On the road, all is neat and tidy, compact, 
composed and well suited to the town centres for 
which it is designed and, at £12,595, it offers relatively 
inexpensive transport for five. 

Buyers can opt for the standard fit five-speed 
manual transmission or pay a tad more for the four- 
speed auto at £13,245. 

Both come with a very decent spec list and, as with 
all Kias, an unbeatable seven-year fully transferable 
warranty which is such a big plus on the sales front 
that it is a wonder more manufacturers don’t do the 
same. 

With 16-inch alloys, satin chrome highlights, privacy 
glass on the rear windows and tailgate, LED daytime 
running lights and rear lights plus Bluetooth and DAB 
radio as standard you have everything you need plus 
a few fancy bits besides - metal pedals, flat-bottomed 
steering wheel, rear parking sensors, a snazzy rear¬ 
view camera and a proper grab and lift handbrake 
which is so reassuring on steep hills. 

Safety stuff includes six-airbags, electronic stability 
control and emergency braking as standard. 

The sparky 1.25litre 83bhp engine won’t take the 
chequered flag at Brands Hatch but it’ll get you where 
you need to go without breaking the bank. 

Top speed clocks up at 107mpg, Oto 60mph 
has been registered at 11.6mph, average fuel 
consumption is officially 61.4mpg and C02 
emissions 106g/km with manual gearing and an 
average 52.4mpg and 124 g/km with the auto box 
- all figures which will help the Picanto X make its 
mark. 

The new Picanto won the Product Design award at 
the 2018 international iF Design Awards earlier this 
year as well as Best City Car in both the 2018 What 
Car? And Fleet World awards. 



DUDLEY MOTOR C0MI 

DUDLEY’S MAIN VAUXHALL DEALER * ' ■ 

NEW-USED CARS, SERVICE & PARTS FACILITIES ^ * ' V 


DUDLEY’S MAIN VAUXHALL DEALER TWf CBf < 7 t> 

NEW-USED CARS, SERVICE & PARTS FACILITIES ^ * ' V 

ALL CARS GUARANTEED, ALL CARS SERVICED AND MOT’D IF REQUIRED FINANCE AVAILARLE (SUBJECT TQ STATUS) 

REMEMBER TO BRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (T’s & C’s Apply) 


1 



2009/09 BMW 
116i 

EDITION ES 

5-dr, Titanium Silver, 
71,975 miles 

£5,650 


Fzs ._ r - 

2010/10 MAZDA 
MX-5 

I.SiSE 

2-dr Convertible, 
Black, 49,000 miles 

£7,995 

L' 

2017/17 

VAUXHALL 

INSIGNIA 

1.5T SRi 

5-dr, Grey, 

2,513 miles 

£17,495 

^F- - g - 

2009/59 

BMW 3 SERIES 

318d M SPORT 

5-dr Estate, Grey, 

57,683 miles 

£8,850 


2008/58 

BMW 6 SERIES 
635d SPORT 

2-dr Convertible, 
Auto, Grey, 
62,212 miles 

£14,495 



2016/16 PEUGEOT 
2081.6 THP 
GTi PRESTIGE 

3-dr, Red, 

13,500 miles 

£13,995 

2012/12 BMW X3 XDRIVE 2.0D SE 5-dr Estate, 

White, 46,000 miles. £15,590 

2013/63 MERCEDES-BENZ A180 blue EFFICIENCY 
SPORT 5-dr, 33,133 miles. £12,995 

2015/15 SUBARU XV 2.0D SE 5-dr, 

White, 27,000 miles. £12,795 

2015/65 ABARTH 595 1.4 T-JET TURISMO 

3-dr, Grey & Red, 10,500 miles. £12,495 

2010/10 BMW XI XDRIVE 2.0d SE 

5-dr Step Auto, Brown, 42,266 miles. £10,995 

2015/65 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.6i EXCLUSIV 

5-dr, Black, 35,700 miles. £10,750 

2013/63 NISSAN QASHQA11.6 (117) VISIA 

5-dr, White, 14,000 miles. £9,995 

2015/65 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.2i ROCKS AIR 

3-dr, Blue, 17,800 miles. £9,495 

2017/17 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi 16V VAN 
START/STOP Silver, Only 5 miles. £9,495 + VAT 

2015/15 VAUXHALL CORSA1.4 SRi VX-LINE 

3-dr, Green, 16,000 miles. £8,995 

2015/64 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6T 16V VXR 

3-dr, White, 28,000 miles. £8,995 

2013/13 MINI ROADSTER 1.6 COOPER 2-dr Convertible, 

Black, 59,800 miles. £8,650 

2010/10 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6T VXR LIMITED 
EDITION 3-dr, Red, 57,000 miles. £7,995 

2013/63 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6i (115) EXCLUSIV 

5-dr MPV, Blue, 38,000 miles. £7,495 

2013/63 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6i 16V ENERGY 

5-dr, White, 38,500 miles. £7,495 

2009/59 MAZDA 2 1.3 TS2 5-dr, 

Orange, 32,970 miles. £4,495 

2010/10 RENAULT MEGANE 1.5 DCi 106 DYNAMIQUE 
TOMTOM 3-dr, Cayenne Orange, 46,589 miles. £4,995 



2013/13 
MERCEDES- 
BENZ A200 CDi 

blueEFFICIENCY 
AMG SPORT 
5-dr, Blue, 44,370 miles 

£14,495 

2006/06 MINI 
1.6 COOPERS 

2-dr Convertible, 
Astro Black, 
74,000 miles 

£3,995 

2015/65 
VOLKSWAGEN 
AMAROK 
ATACAMA TDI 
4MOTIO 
Black, 

25,700 miles 

£21,495 

2012/62 LAND 
ROVER RANGE 
ROVER EVOQUE 
2.2 eD4 PURE 

5-dr Estate, 2WD, 
White, Full Leather, 
38,800 miles 

£19,995 



2007/57 
VAUXHALL 
ASTRA 1.6i 
16V CLUB (115) 

5-dr Estate, Blue, 
65,876 miles 

£3,995 


NIL DEPOSIT, FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS, £500 MINIMUM PX ALLOWANCE WITH OR WITHOUT MOT!! (T’s & C’s Apply) 

DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 4541OO www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 
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Some vehicles are rising in value due to demand 


Top used car buys 
from CAP HPI 

Analysis of the used car market by data experts at 
hpi shows that some vehicles are rising in value due 
to strong demand. 

A combination of factors including the efficiency 
and low running cost of smaller city cars, a surge in 
demand for petrol, hybrids and electric vehicles and 
the continued popularity of SUVs has helped some 
vehicles to increase in value. 

Experts at cap hpi report that this demand helped 
used car values rise by 0.4% in March with average 
values increased by 1.2% since the turn of the year, 
compared to a decline in values of 0.7% last year. 

The previous strongest year was 2014 when values 
increased by 0.8%. 

A three-year-old Skoda Citigo with 30,000 miles is 
now worth around £700 more than the same model 
would have been worth a year ago. There is a similar 
picture for many other petrol cars of this size, with the 
Kia Picanto, SEAT Mii and Toyota Aygo all standing 
out. 

A three-year-old Citigo bought in March 2017, with 
30,000 miles on the clock, driven for a year adding a 
further 10,000 miles, would be worth close to £200 
more than what the buyer paid for it. 

Strength 

The EV sector has shown similar strength with cars 
such as the Peugeot Ion, Renault Zoe, Smart Fortwo 
Electric and the Citroen C-Zero following a similar 
pattern, these being both EVs and city cars, hence the 
popularity. 

SUVs now account for almost a third of all new car 
registrations - a considerable increase over the last 
10 years. This increasing demand is replicated in the 
used car market, and values have held up well recently, 
particularly for medium and small-sized SUVs. 

Derren Martin, head of current valuations at cap hpi 
said: “What we are seeing is some cars in particular 
sectors increasing in value over a relatively short 
period. The scale of this is unprecedented as cars are 
generally regarded as a depreciating asset. Some 
consumers are now starting to reap the rewards of 
picking up a vehicle 12 months ago, putting 10k miles 
on the clock and still seeing the vehicle’s value rise 
very steadily 

“The sectors showing the main areas of appreciating 
values continue to be city cars, superminis and lower 
medium-sized cars. 

“Also, some petrol and hybrid SUV prices in the used 
market have shown real strength in recent months 
- there is strong demand and currently relatively 
low supply. Drivers are beginning to warm to EVs 
as confidence grows in availability and reliability. 

The increase in demand for smaller vehicles that are 
pushing up values is partly as a result of consumers 
downsizing but also a desire for petrol vehicles.” 



A three-year-old Skoda Citigo with 30,000 miles is 
now worth around £700 more than the same model 
would have been worth a year ago 


Combination of contrasting virtues 
that work together very well indeed 

By John Griffiths _ 

I may have been in something of a minority when the 
‘Beast from the East’ hit and I found myself wishing 
for a bit more snow. 

Selfish, maybe, but I was thinking mainly of something 
to give the 4x4 test car sitting on the drive a proper test. 

As it was, the new Land Rover Discovery shrugged off the 
Beast’s best in a ‘nothing to see here’ sort of way. 

But I had no doubts about its abilities, having previously 
driven the same peerless all wheel drive system in the 
smaller Discovery Sport up an Icelandic volcano. In 
winter. 

Its disdain for a British winter is the mark of the 
Discovery. It is supremely competent, equally adept 
at sandy deserts, at frozen wastes, and at motorway 
cruising as it is at country lanes. 

At £55,595 for the high specification HSE test car it isn’t 
anyone’s idea of cheap. 

But it ticks so many boxes. A champion of off-road 
driving, a well equipped and comfortable executive 
express, a big family car capable of carrying seven adults 
or more cargo than many vans, and a workhorse which 
can tow the largest caravans or horseboxes. 



The Discovery is supremely confident, equally adept at sandy deserts at frozen wastes and motorways 


Limit 

For the record its legal limit for the road is 3.500kg for 
a braked trailer - but last autumn a new V6 Discovery 
towed a 110-tonne ‘road train’ through 16 kilometres of 
Australian bush roads. 

In fact it’s all the car you would ever need (unless a 
sporty two-seater is your desire). 

The test car was powered by a 2.0 litre SD4 (four 
cylinder turbo diesel), which doesn’t seem a lot for a 
vehicle weighing over two tonnes. There are also larger 
V6 diesel and petrol options. 

But the SD4 (also used in a number of Jaguars) is 
rather efficient, producing 240bhp and, perhaps more 
importantly, a hefty 500Nm of torque from just 1,500rpm. 

Combined with an eight speed automatic gearbox, it 
means the Discovery pulls strongly from low speeds and 
is particularly smooth (you’re unlikely to feel the changes) 
and quiet, as it’s usually running at below 2,000rpm. 
That’s good for economy, too. 

It will, according to official figures, accelerate from 
a standstill to 62mph in a little over eight seconds but 
you see the best of its performance on the move, with 
rapid downchanges and a rather surprising surge of 
acceleration when you press down with your right foot to 
overtake. 

It’s official fuel average is 43.5mpg but my average was 
just over 33: that may give a rather false impression as 
at least half the test was carried out in conditions where 
speeds were relatively low and the taller gears didn’t 
come into play that much. The C02 rating is 171g/km. 

The range starts at £45,895 for the S model, but in 


this class many buyers will go for the signifantly higher 
specification FISE, like the test car. 

It is in the luxury class, from the comprehensive digital 
instruments and central colour screen controller to the 
deep Windsor leather seats - even the three second row 
seats can be electrically reclined. There’s plenty of elbow 
room too, as the Discovery is one of the widest cars in its 
class. It is certainly big - if you have a memory like mine 
you won’t have any trouble spotting it in a supermarket 
car park. 

Capable 

The third row pair of seats are also power operated, 
folding down into the boot floor when not in use, but 
capable of comfortably accommodating a pair of six-foot 
adults. The boot varies in size from 258 with seven people 
on board to a van-like 2,406 litres with the second and 
third tow folded down. 

An unusual but thougtful feature is the slide out 
‘platform’ in the boot: capable of seating up to three 
under the large, power-operated tailgate, it can be your 
own picnic table or ‘grandstand’ for watching outdoor 
events in comfort. 

The ten-inch colour touchscreen is an intuitive and 
comprehensive control system for a whole range of 
features from seat heaters to audio and the latest 
connectivity wizardry including a wifi hotspot and 
smartphone apps. 

Dual zone climate control, a premium stereo system, 
heated windscreen, electrically heated/folding mirrors, 


heated washer jets and a panoramic sunroof are also 
on the long list of standard features. Safety systems 
are comprehensive, too, from lane assist to traffic sign 
recognition and intelligent speed limiter. 

Land Rover’s AWD system was augmented on the test 
car by the £1,125 extra ‘capability pack’, a sophisticated 
range of features which set up the Discovery for a wide 
range of conditions - snow, mud, rocks and so on - at 
the touch of a button. It also includes the company’s all 
terrain progress control, a sort of off-road cruise control 
which allows the driver to concentrate on steering alone 
while keeping the vehicle at your chosen pace. 

The electronically controlled air suspension comes 
under that system too - for example setting the ride 
height to maximum if you venture off-road - but you 
can also press a button to lower the car to make access 
easier. On the road, the suspension is an improvement 
on its predecessors in terms of comfort, with less roll if 
you’re pushing on through the corners. 

But while the Discovery, even with the smallest engine, 
is quite capable of getting a move on when required 
it doesn’t really fit with the character of the car. It feels 
refined, even stately, in a way which conveys itself to 
the driver, too, as you sit there with commanding views, 
bettered by few. 

There is a relaxing ambience about the Discovery, a air 
of gracefulness which doesn’t naturally partner a vehicle 
as tough and competent in extreme conditions. But it’s a 
combination of contrasting virtues which this Land Rover 
pulls off very well indeed. 



Service to share charging points 


Electric vehicle owners are a generous 
bunch, according to research by electric 
charging point database Zap-Map. 

It says almost half of electric vehicle 
owners are willing and able to share their 
home charging point with other drivers 
- leading the firm to create a network 
of available chargers at homes and 
workplaces across the country. 

Named Zap-Flome and Zap-Work, the 
peer-to-peer charging networks allow 
domestic and business charge point 
owners to earn money by sharing their unit 
while it’s not in use. 

This could bring benefits not only 
to those with charging points already 
installed but could also provide an option 
to those not blessed with off-street parking 
or a workplace charger. 

Owners can choose if their charge point 
is listed and may set a fee to cover the cost 
of the electricity. The owner is contacted 
directly via the app to arrange when to 
use the charger, and payment is made by 
PayPal. 

Zap-Map says that more than 30 per 
cent of workplaces are also willing to share 
their chargers - those not already on an 
established public charging network. 


Contact details and payment are shared 
in the same way, with Zap-Map pitching 
the service as a way for businesses 
to recover the costs of charge point 
installation faster. 

Ben Lane, chief technical officer at 


Zap-Map, said: “We are delighted to be 
bringing Zap-Home and Zap-Work to the 
UK EV market in response to the growing 
demand for charger sharing services. 

“Of our 60,000 monthly user base, 
we know that around half are willing to 


share their home point with other Zap- 
Map users. Businesses are particularly 
proactive, with five per cent of workplace 
charging points already being shared, 
either for employee use or as part of 
improving customer service.” 













Electricians 


Gardening 


Loft Ladders 


Blinds4Less 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New range of Chainless Verticals 
and Night and Day Rollers 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


Carpentry 


33? LJH Carpentry o s 


A fully qualified, professional carpenter with 
25 years experience. 

Kitchens • Bedrooms Decking • Floors • Doors 
Windows and much more 


For a free quote 

01384 259243 | 07772 024612 


Decorating 


M J DECORATING 

PROPERTY SERVICES 

Interior and Exterior Decorating 
Plastering • Carpentry Work 
S Fully Qualified S Insured S Est 20 yrs 

Telephone: 0121 531 7129 
Mobile: 07522 298327 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Ghecka 


Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



% ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD? 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 
Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 
• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 
Power Washing • 5 year guarantee FREE estimate • 15 years experience 
• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web: www.acepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email: acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, { B Y ^ 
Halesowen B63 2QB 


P & J 

DRIVEWAYS 

* Drives * Patios 

* Block Paving * Garden Walls 

* Drive Repairs Also Available 

Free Quotes 

01902 279892 
07814 011584 

Over 30 years experience 


•s.t? 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


r, Electrical 

Kingswinford Limited 
Fault Finding & Condition Reports 
Rewires/Part Rewires 
Additional Sockets 
Shower Replacements 
Intruder Alarms 
Security Lights 
Storage Heaters 
Electric Cooker Repairs 
Visit our website for more services 

Over 


+— +rS- ; 01 384 278471 


m 


07858 299305 

www.reliador.co.uk - reliadorgd@gmail.com 


CALL US NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 


Gardening 


1 ROWAN 

TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, r^i 

N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) ““ 

All staff C.R.B. Certified fed US 


V 

Sandyfields 

^ TREE SERVICES 


Tree Felling ^ i 

Root Removal §r% * J 

Hedge Trimming H 

Wood Chipping-L 

Pruning & Shaping 
Landscaping 
Fence Installation 


M: 07768 392 009 T: 01902 882 115 

www.sandyfields.co.uk 



REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality ptf[ 

local service call: - 

01384 660398 
07939 503905 


All aspects of garden workundertaken 

• Full Landscaping 

• Mowing/Trimming 

• Weeding 

• Tree Management 

• Plus much much more 
Telephone Giles for your FREE quote 

07495 942082 


GORNALTREE & GARDEN SERVICES 

■ Conifers reduced & trimmed 
Crown reductions • Tree Felling 
Turfing • Fencing • Hedge Trimming 

• Jungles & gardens cleared 

• Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified 

• Stump removals 

Call for a FREE QUOTE 





Garage Doors 


GARADOR - CARDALE - SELECT - WESSEX - HENDERSON - HORMANN 
SECTIONALS - UP & OVERS - SIDE-HINGED - ROLLERS - MOTORISED 


RELIADOR GARAGE DOORS 


(M, 


mmmsmms. 


SALES - INSTALLATION - REPAIRS 

01384 386909 % 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


Landscapers 


LANDSCAPING 


Fencing, Patios and Driveways,Turfing 
and Artificial Grass, Retaining Walls, 
Pond Installation & 

Garden Clearance 

CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 
01384 387 016 


JL 

IA ifhRMA 

LANDSCAPING 


info@terrafirma-arb.co.uk 

www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 


Property Maintenance 


Comercial & Domestic 




oWO SERVlCg^ 


ESTABLISHED 1977 


Services 

✓ UPVC 

✓ Windows 

✓ Doors 

✓ Guttering 

✓ Fascia <& Soffits 

✓ Misted Window Repairs 

✓ Gutter & Conservatory 
Cleaning 

✓ Upgrade Locks to High 
Security Locking 

✓ Locks Replaced 

FROM SINGLE TO FULL HOUSE 
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL 
Members of 
Dudley Age Concern 
Fix a Home Scheme 


Most DIY Jobs covered please call I 



II 1 


il 


01902 885112 or Mob. 07932651294 


The LoFt Ladder man 

Loft Ladders 

fitted from we» 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting |j^g our 

CaM Luke on brand new 

07779 118807 or facebook 
01384 833025 

iukejs 248 @gma i i.com theloftladderman 


any like 
for like 
quote 

v/A 

ft WiW.lliM 

'man 


Plumbing 


NEED A PLUMBER OR JOBS 
DOING AROUND THE HOUSE? 


Give Ian a call 

I fit Bathrooms, Outside 
Taps, Flat Pack, etc 


Outside Taps Supplied 
& Fitted ONLY £55! 


53 


FREE QUOTES 

07813 506025 • (01902) 258757 


Skip Hire 



IMF SS3BS & (MM SHE 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 " 


Tree Surgeon 


TREE SURGEONS 

11 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF TREE MAINTENANCE & 
TREE FELLING, STUMP REMOVAL, 
HEDGE TRIMMING 

CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 
01384 387 016 

TERRA^TIRMA 


REMOVAL, 

IHl 


info@terrafirma-arb.co.uk 

www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 


Gutter Cleaning 


Gutter; Cleaning] ^ i 


mm w ^ 


Ei& . 


Are they blocked? Full of dirt, leaves and moss? 1 
Are they overflowing when it rains? 

Avoid costly repair Bills No mess No risk No Fuss 1 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
TREE SERVICE 

Trees felled, hedges 
trimmed, stumps 
removed, tree reports. 
Fully Insured. 

Arboricultural Association & Council Approved. 

01902 892652 

www.wolvestrees.co.uk 
E: treebloke@aol.com 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


J.R. JONES 


Lower Gornal 01902 880040 


DAINTY & 
DOWNING 


Dudley 01384 252772 


Independent family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


H0PCRAFTS LOW COST 
FAMILY FUNERAL 
& MEMORIALS 

Inscriptions, Plaques 
Buy direct from our 
Factory Shop. 

Funerals: Adam 01902 420452 
Headstones: Norah 01902 714530 
or Dudley, Laura 01384 263452 
www.hopcraft-funerals.co.uk 

‘Proudly independent’ 


Family 



MOTABIUTY DEALER 
OVER 25 YEARS OF RELIABLE SALES AND 
SERVICES OF NEW AND USED MOBILITY 
EQUIPMENT, STAIRLIFTS AND ADAPTIONS, 
FREE HOME DEMONSTRATIONS. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS WANTED . 

Any condition working or not. 

Call 07967 003600. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 



GENTS MOUNTAIN BIKE 

With lights front and rear and 
lock pump. 

5 rear lights, 2 front lights. 

£70 ono. 

01902 457474 
After 4pm. 


ASHWOOD CAR BOOT Sunday 8th 
April 6am. By Roberts Farm Shop 
on A449, DY6 OAA. 07710 64 
www.ashwoodcarboot.co.uk 


COL’S CAR 
BOOT & MARKET 
OPEN EVERY 
WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 

Open Bank Holiday Monday 
at Himley Bypass, B4176 
Ring Colin: 07973 904585 
www.colscarboot.co.uk 
u @colscarboot 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 


I 


i 


CARAVAN WANTED Can collect 
asap. Cash paid. Caravan wanted. 
Call me on 07717090817 

LET US SELL YOUR CARAVAN/ 

Motorhome for you and get the best 
possible price. Severn Valley 
Leisure, DY8 4HP. 01384 390183 


CARAVAN for sale, North Wales, 
must go, fees paid till 2019. Quick 
sale, mint condition. 07590124226. 


Holiday Home for 
Sale-2014 


Willerby Vacation 2 bed, 6 
berth pre-loved £16,995 
On a Superb family friendly 
5 star park with outstanding 
facilities Nr Welshpool. 


www.gwernyddhall.co.uk 
Call Steve or Rob 
01686 650236. 


STATIC CARAVAN 
FOR SALE 

Six berth, Pemberton Elite, 
excellent condition, sited 
approx 20 miles outside 
Welshpool. 

Site fees paid till 2019. 
Own fishing pools. 

£9,500 ono. 

07902 853567. 


STERLING EUROPA 495 

2007, 4 berth, fixed bed, side 
washroom, little used, well 
serviced and excellent 
condition. 

£7,500 ono. 

Ring for more information 
01694 771330. 07966 219013. 



Caravan Sales 




A CHOICE OF CARAVANS FOR 

sale from £1995 to £6995, acces¬ 
sory shop, service, repairs,storage. 
Severn Valley Leisure Stour¬ 
bridge,DY8 4HP 01384 390183 
www.severnvalleyleisure.com 




BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


Saundersfoot Bungalow 

3 Bed, All En suite. Sleeps 8, Cen¬ 
tral heating, TV Video, Washing 
machine, Dishwasher, Microwave 

Ring Brochure 

0121 353 1575 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 

--\ 

Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE DALES 

Meadow Holidays 

Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 

“Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside bv waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 


Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 
www.meadowholidays.com 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

*.“-.** T 

ClassifiedAds 



FreeAds 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

I I-N 


3 

Home & 
Services 



CORNER SUITE colour plum 
leather, as new, must be seen, 
£400. Buyer to collect. 

01902 755138. 

RECLINER ARMCHAIR 

Ashley Anderson, quality rise 
and recline dual motor petite 
armchair. Unused and in pris¬ 
tine condition. Top quality light 
coloured fabric. 

£450. 

01384 274524. 


YEW FINISH dining table with six 
chairs. £600. 

07929 035042. 



GREENHOUSE 6ft x 6ft, polycarb, 
£20. Petrol Mower £50. Petrol 
mower Champion £20, spares / 
repair. 01902 791441. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Ad vertisements( Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 
HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 


Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 


LORRIES 

Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 

Spot on, Tri-ang, Danbury Mint 
and Mamod Engines. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 


CASH PAID NOW! 
WANTED TOOLS 

Hand Tools, Anything considered 
01543 452 491 
07539 340307 

READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 



“TV Link are really 
pleased with their 
response from their 
Classified Campaign” 

Bill-TV Link 


01902 31919 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 

mwrnmom^mm 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from 
my Classified 
Advertising Contract” 
Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


01902 31919 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

CLEAR VISION AERIALS Free- 
view, FreeSat, Sky, CCTV. Aerials 
from £79. Dishes from £79. OAP 
DISCOUNT. Tel: 01902 752036. 


ALAN JONES 

THE OFtIGINAL. AEFtlAL. 
SPECIALIST, THE BEST! 

Est 1955 - 59 years at the top! 

Recommended by thousands 
Genuine, honest, 100% reliable 
WE HAVE WATCHED THEM ALL COME AND GO 

Call: 01902 885985 

ANY PROBLEM SOLVED 


\ 

Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


\ 

Bathrooms 

v_ 


SHOWERS 

Supplied/Fitted 
Replaced/Repaired 
Bath to Shower Conversions 
Easy Access Showers 
Call James for a FREE quote. 
07908 052470 / 01802 758494 


Building Services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

All Building & Roofing Work 
Driveways, Landscaping 
Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed 

Free Quotes: 07837 994465 
01902 579 592 


Domestic Cleaning 


CLEAN mni 

Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service. 
Friendly, Reliable & Trustworthy. 
Call Anita on: 07854163804. 


\ 

Drain Clearance 


ALL DRAIN AND SEWER 

Blockages cleared fast. 

Call Fast Clean: 01902 736424. 

\ 

Driveways & Patios 


CRETE BY DESIGN 

Concrete Imprinting 


* BLOCK PAVING * TARMACING 

* RESIN DRIVES FREE QUOTES 

01902 489633 (day) 
or 01902 604187 (eve) 


\ 

Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and would 
recommend them to anyone! They 
have done a very professional job 
with my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


01902 31919 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


PORTWfly 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £795 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30p 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury ^ 


ACE FENCING. A better quality 
panel. Supply/fit. Free quote: 31 
Bank St. WV10 9DU.01902 723910 

ACE FENCING. A better quality 
panel. Supply/fit. Free quote: 31 
Bank St. WV10 9IT- 


0 9DU.01902 723910 


Electrical Services 


A BARGAIN REWIRE, fuseboards, 
cctv, alarms, showers, NICEIC. 
01902 842739 / 07783 471949. 

ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 

ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 

registered. Fully insured. For a free 
quote call 07583 320318. 


Gardening Services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 p 
garden. 25 years experience. C 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


Gas Fitting 


A BOILER BREAKDOWN, COOKER, FIRE, 
FITTED-SERVICED-REPAIRED 

Landlord certs. All areas. 

/ski J&E HEATING 
01902 562664 
07969 687832 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Guttering 


Guttering 
& Roofing^ 

cleaned, repaired, replaced, facias/ 
soffits, UPVC washdowns, all roofing/ 
repointing work. Free quotes, 8am-8pm 
01902 722447 


Handyman Services 

v 


FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


House Clearances 


ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 


Landscaping 


J D's Landscaping and Building 

Bricklaying and all paving work 
Fencing and gates 
Conservatory and porch bases 

FREE QUOTES 

Call John 01384 326405 or 
07719 807564 


Oven Cleaning 


AAA OVEN CLEANING, Ovens, 
Flobs, Aga / Range / Micro / Extrac¬ 
tors. 01902 689418 / 07910 921736 



Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


Painters/Decorators 



Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


C 1 PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 

CALL M&B DECORATORS 

City & Guilds 

No job too small 
Free Quote 
01902 494555 

LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painters & Decorators 

Attention to detaU, competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 

www.love-2-wallpaper.co.uk 

A 

Plans Prepared 

_ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

\ 

Plastering 

v_ 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

\ 

Plumbers 

v_ 

G M PLUMBING SERVICES Com¬ 
plete Bathrooms, Kitchens, Taps 
Showers,Blockages 07976 012468 

\ 

Plumbing & Heating 

v_ 

FERROLI125 combination boiler, as 
new in box, with flue and timer, 
£425. 07828 678711. 

\ 

Removals 

v_ 

A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 

LOCAL OB DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


Removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS 

AND HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

We move anything. 
Professional service, 
45 years’ experience, 
DFS approved and we 
take the stress away. 
Please call: 
07966 281957 


A CHEAPER REMOVAI 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL REMOVALS 

FULLY INSURED. 7 days. 

01902 89 49 16 
07807 77 30 35 

Student/OAP Discc 



Roofing 


COMPTON ROOFING 


Tiled, Slate, Flat. New and Repairs 
Ridge/Hip and Verges Re-bedded. 
Chimney rebuilding/repointing. 
Dry ridge and hip systems 

07976 419915,01902 448032 


SF ROOFING 
GUTTERING 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE! 

Flat, Main roofs, rubber or felt, repaired and replaced, 
all repointing. Guttering repaired and replaced. 

BEAT ALL QUOTES GUARANTEED 


Call Sean 01902 829158 8am to 8pm 


MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 


















































































































































































































































01902 317878 | bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassffiedAds 


\ 

Rubbish Removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


Skip Hire 


AN ABSOLUTE AFFORDABLE 

CASTLE SKIP HIRE 

Mini, midi and large skips 
GRAB HIRE AND MINI DIGGER AVAILABLE 

1 01384 237577 ■ 
01902 405745 ■ 
07719 671845 ■ 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 40 years, 01384 232359. 


AT M&M SKIPS 

Fast, friendly service 
All areas covered 
All sizes 

Same day service 

Freephone 

0800 619 0189/07904 915016 



STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


Tiling 


BOBS HOME INTERIORS 

Wall and floor Tiling 
Bathrooms Fitted 

FREE ESTIMATES 

bob2granger@gmail.com 

07480 141537 

www.bobshomeinteriors.co.uk 


Upholstery 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 



“I am very happy with 
my Express & Star and 
Chronicles Advertising 
Campaign, also by using 
the local directory on 
expressandstar.com we 
are seeing benefits from 
visitors to our website.” 

Gary Downes - 
Bilston Upholstery 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 


4 

Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



CROSS PUPPIES will be small 
dogs. Ring after 4pm. Dudley area. 
07722 663466. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISTews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902 291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 
y Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 
@gtwolverhampton 

TWO PARROTS, one Amazon, 
tame, 10 years old, one ring necked 
parakette, 14 years old, £1,200 + 
cage etc, £1,200. 01902 650930. 



Business & 
L Farming 


business 

directory 


\ 

Accountants 

v___ 


ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

for Small Business. Competitive 
Rates. Call 01902 882600 


Business 
^ Opportunities 


BEAUTY ROOM with facilities avail¬ 
able. Nail technician, other treat¬ 
ments considered 07900 435960 


Commercial 

Premises 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



% myji 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

A SMART SINGLE EN SUITE room 

in a Shared house,Netherton. 
£85 p.w. inc. bills. No DSS. 2 weeks 
deposit. 07940 116130. 



LOOK 


WOLVERHAMPTON WV2 

3 bed house, off road parking 
for 2 cars, large garden, down¬ 
stairs toilet, upstairs bathroom, 
good location. Must be seen. 

£125,000 
07855 340733 


Properties Wanted 



Of purchase price 

tEMERY4>TiIMEj) 


Your House 




You agree the price, we buy the house... 

► NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 




Yes/ntn 

HOMEBUYERS 


\Ne will buy your house fast! 

Free Vdua+ion? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fa$+ Sale? Yes/ Any Loc.a+ion? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, 6UAKANTEED, instant o££er today! 


Call 01384 913 543 

or text "Cash" to 66777 
yeshomebuyers.eom 


ISSBSBi 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Jobs 


DUDLEY DESIGNS & 
TECHNICAL SERVICES LTD 
REQUIRE 

ENGINEERING DESIGN 
DRAUGHTSPERSONS 

for all types of interesting and 
lucrative contracts. Applicants 
must be fully qualified and 
experienced engineers. Must 
be able to use Inventor or 
SolidWorks and 2D AutoCAD. 

Please contact 
Maurice Arnold on 
01384 291139. 

NO AGENCIES 


MIU 

Eiprtu A SUf 


NEWS DELIVERERS 

required in the Cradley Heath, 
Haden Hill area of Dudley. 
Please contact 

Customer Services 
on 0800174064 


CV 

MATCHING. 

IT’S QUICK, 
EASY AND 
FREE 

Real opportunities for you 


jobs 


i.expressandstar.com 



BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 May (also 5-6 Sept.) 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 25-26 July (also 17-18 Nov.) 
STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path accredited 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification 

• No previous experience required 

I For more info. 

| or to book online: WWW.gUU|JCiUe.COm 


High demand in: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD - Research 


Full Time General 


Senior Accountant 

French Ludlam & Co Ltd - Kingswinford 

We are a well-established firm of Chartered Certified Accountants and 
Auditors. Due to recent growth levels we are now looking to recruit an 
experienced Senior Accountant. 

The candidate will join an existing client team and will be looking after a 
diverse portfolio of clients. The successful candidate should have a good 
experience of accounts and tax preparation. 

They will have direct client contact and personally develop these 
relationships including working from the Client’s premises when required. 
The candidate will also enjoy the challenge of developing the existing team 
and supporting the more junior members of staff on their career paths. 

REQUIREMENTS 

ACCA / ACA Qualified or Qualified by Experience. 

Experience of working with accounting software’s IRIS and Sage. 
Self-reliant and self-motivated 

Good IT skills and knowledge of Microsoft and other accounts packages 
BENEFITS: 

Competitive Salary 
Family Friendly policies 
Onsite parking 

Please email Cv to john@frenchludlam.co.uk Or post to:- 

French Ludlam & Co Limited, 661 High Street, Kingswinford DY6 8AL 

BUY LOCAL, SELL 


TRIED AND TRUSTED 

SELL YOUR CAR FAST LOCALLY 



MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

JOBSDAY 


Every Thursday our 
special jobs section 
is packed with the 
week’s latest 


Make sure you get 
your copy - it might 
be just what you’ve 
been waiting for. 


jobs. 


expressandstar.com 


Jdk FOR 6 NIGHTS 
■ ^ IN PRINT 

AND ONLINE 

X T.99 


(200^^,^ O e&. 


PEUGEOT 207 
2.0 PETROL 

2003, metallic gold, 
nice interior, all electric, fsh, full 
MoT, sunroof, radio/CD player 
very good condition. 
Advert example only. 
£2,600 o.n.o 
01902 123456. 



''^'se^'biac^L 0 ^ 

t&Jsesjs® % 

^^^2 3 4S6. 


We reach over 680,000 potential buyers a week. 

At only £9.99 we give UNRIVALLED value for money 
The price you see is the price you pay, NO HIDDEN COSTS. 

For your convenience you con TALK TO US, or BOOK ONLINE. 


(Jus on 01902317878 

or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

n 

* Private advertisers only ml^k ■ ■ 

** Ebay Price checked 2/1 /2018 ■£! itti IMs Mr 
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ClassifiedAds 


8 

Motoring 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



2010, 1400 diesel, red, 54,000 
miles, full MoT. 

Cat D. 

£2,995. 

07828 678711. 


LOW MILEAGE 


JAGUAR X-TYPE 2.0 DIESEL 

Classic saloon, November 
2005, manual, MoT February 
2019, 47,400 miles, very eco¬ 
nomical, alloy wheels, very 
good condition. 

£2,595 

01384 291853. 


MUST BE SEEN 


LANDROVER FREELANDER 


2004, 103,000 miles, black, 
reconditioned engine, new 
tyres, springs and shock 
absorbers, receipts to prove. 


£2,500 


01902 782642. 


MUST BE SEEN 


LANDROVER FREELANDER 

2004, 103,000 miles, black, 
nine months MoT, recondi¬ 
tioned engine, new tyres, 
springs ana shock absorbers, 
receipts to prove. 

£2,500 

01902 782642. 



MERCEDES Cl 80 


KOMP 

2006, 32,760 miles, 
11 months MoT, 
nice condition, 
black. 

£3,500 o.n.o. 
07976 284351. 



MINI COOPER 

2006, silver with black roof, 
69,200 miles, drives absolutely 
spot on, clean, tidy, any 
inspection welcome. 

£2,250 ono. 

07543 919304 


RENAULT CLIO 
DYNAMIQUE 

Diesel, 1.5, 5-dr, silver, March 
2011 reg, 12 months MoT, elec¬ 
tric windows and mirrors, sat 
nav, excellent order, new break 
pads and discs, serviced, 
careful lady owner. 

Any inspection / trial 
£4,250. 

01902 791976 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi 

3dr, 2010, 

black, 39,000 miles only, 
new car forces sale. 

£2,990. 

07557 370800 



RENAULT CLIO 1200 

55 reg., 2-dr, petrol, 58,000 
miles, 2 keys, FSH, MoT'd, EW, 
ideal 1st car, excellent 
condition. 

£995 

07867 685569. 


or 

01384 567504. 



VAUXHALL CORSA ACTIVE 

2009, 36,500 miles, ABS, 
electric mirrors, air con, long 
MoT, central locking, alloys, 
998cc, very good condition. 

£2,299 ono. 

07879 403302. 



VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.6 


2006, 83K miles, FSH, two 
owners, abs, aircon, long MoT, 
central locking, twin pan roof, 
sat nav, super condition. 

£1,695 ono 
07852 864472 



RENAULT MODUS 1.5 
DIESEL 


07 reg., silver, 5-dr, alloys, CD, 
PAS, runs and drives as it 
should, good condition. £30 
road tax per year. 60 plus mpg. 

£995 ono 


07961 669911. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



VAUXHALL COMBI VAN 


06 reg., diesel, 1300 TDCi, 
blue, MoT, SH, side door, 2 
keys, very clean. 

£995 

07867 685569. 


teBSSBl 



CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 

2005, 80,000 miles, ABS, 
electric windows, central 
locking, PAS, CD, MoT, Sep 17, 
2018, 1.6, 16v, petrol. 

£899. 

07879 403302. 



AMAZING OFFER 5 lessons £50, 
10 lessons £100. £21 an hour there 
after. Call now 07958 051263. 



IVICB 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 



FORD FIESTA FINESSE 


2004, 3 Door hatchback, 
70,080 Miles, Silver, MoT to 
July, central locking, pas, CD, 
Alloy Wheels. Reliable 
runabout. 

£495.00 ono 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


07854 691411 



FORD KA STUDIO 

08, low miles, 43k, February 
2019 MoT, full leather trim, new 
wheel covers, very clean inside 
and out. 

£695. 

07821 649276. 


MINI COOPER 2003 97,131, 
E/Windows, C/Locking , pas, 
Alloys, Red Leather and Cloth inte¬ 
rior, Mats Inc. £1,500 ono 07421 
591147 



NISSAN PRIMERA 


2.2 SVE TDi 

2004. 

99,000 miles. 

12 months MoT. 
Regularly serviced. 

High Spec. 

One owner since 2006. 

£995. 

01384 374704/07941 580819. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 



■ lLt. 

CROWN 

MOTORS 


Guaranteed best price 
for your unwanted 
cars and vans 


07903 549849 

buyer will call 



Accessories & ^ 

Services 


NUMBER PLATE K4 JSK for sale, 
valued at £975 but offers invited for 
quick sale, all fees paid. 07831 
828477. 


Clutches/Brakes/ 
v Gearboxes 

A CLUTCH 
CHANGE MOBILE 

Renault Scenic, Vauxhall 
Zafira, Renault Clio, 

Ford Focus & KA 
and MANY MORE!! 

Ring for quotes 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Bob 
01384 251328 
07972 169554 
anytime 

\ 

Spares/Parts 


WINTER SALE Thule Roof Bars 

and Spares. Wolves Hire 
01902 746723 WV6 OLE 



Local 


Information 


PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 


FREDA PERKINS 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons having a 
claim against or an interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of Wyncroft House Care 
Home 16 Moss Grove Kingswinford DY6 9HU formerly 
of 73 Kingswinford Road Kingswinford DY6 9TE, who 
died on 20/08/2017, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 08/06/2018, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

THURSFIELDS SOLICITORS 
3A Dudley Street Sedgley Dudley DY3 1SA T526523 
GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE 

BOOKER LTD of Equity House 
Irthlingborough Road Wellingborough 

NN8 1LT, is applying to change an existing 
licence as follows: To keep an extra 6 goods 
vehicles and 0 trailers at the operating centre 
at Booker Cash & Carry, 89 Second Avenue 
Pensnett Trading Estate Kingswinford DY6 
7PG. Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House 386 Harehills Lane 
Leeds LS9 6NF stating their reasons, within 
21 days of this notice. Representors must 
at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A 
Guide to making representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s Office. 

T526830 


GRAEME THOMAS BULL 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate 
of the aforementioned deceased, late of 7a Evers 
Street Brierley Hill West Midlands DY5 2AR, who 
died on 21/12/2017, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the undersigned 
on or before two months from the date of this 
publication, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 

CO-OP LEGAL SERVICES LIMITED 

Aztec 650 Aztec West 

Almondsbury Bristol BS32 4SD 

(Ref: SCA/4220409P/Bull) T526079 
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Personals 




# % 



FC PERTON 

FA CHARTER STANDARD 
CLUB 

Require under 10's players for a 
new team. 

Also Under 1 6 1 s players 
required. 

Contact Paul 07592 065735. 



★ ★★ 

RESPECTABLE MALE 

GSOH, No ties, non smoker, 
solvent, classic car owner, nice 
home. 

Seeks respectable attractive 
female, 30-55, friendship / 
possible relationship. 
Photo appreciated, will return. 

Box Number P21127, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


SWAP NUMBERS with local singles 
& couples seeking Adult Fun! 
01902 489181 /Txt: 07860 021670 



TWO LADIES 
60-70 

Willenhall area. 


Looking for two gents for 
Sequence Dancing. 

Box Number P21132, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


Fn* itMik 



THE ONLY READ FOR REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 


Par, o, Express & Star Ltd EXp^SS & Star 


The ASA 
regulates ads 
on websites. 

#socialmediatoo 



ASA.org.uk Advertising Standards Authority 


































































Golf club call-up for 
new young members 

A GOLF club is to host a junior recruitment evening to encourage children 
to get into the sport. Oxley Park Golf Club, in Stafford Road, will host the 
event for youngsters aged six and over on Friday, April 20, from 6.30pm. 

The club is keen to recruit new members and encourage children to keep 
active. Craig Thomas, head professional at the club, said of the initiative: 
“We have invited children we work with through the junior clubs and our 
members’ children and grandchildren to come and join us. 

“We have reduced the cost of our junior membership to encourage them 
into sport. It gets people more active. A lot of the younger generation think 
golf is seen as an old man’s sport - and we are trying to turn that around. 

“At the event children will be engaging in fun games and there will be 
coaching on that evening. We can also talk to parents about the opportuni¬ 
ties available for juniors at the club.” 

Anyone interested in attending can call Craig on 01902 773989. 


Battle of Baggies 
as boxers line up 

TOMMY Langford and Jason Welborn meet at Walsall Town Hall for the 
British Middleweight Title on Friday, May 4. 

The pair, both massive West Bromwich Albion fans, will battle it out for 
the Lord Lonsdale Belt in front of a sell-out crowd on BCB Promotions’ 
Neutral Ground: Battle of the Baggies. 

Champion Langford collected the strap in 2016 with a comprehensive 
victory over Sam Sheedy before successfully defending the belt against Jack 
Arnfield earlier this year. Welborn, back with BCB Promotions, claimed 
the WBC International Silver Title last year and will be looking to add the 
British Title to his increasing cabinet. 

“This is a massive fight,” said BCB’s Head of Boxing, Errol Johnson. 
“Tommy and Jason are two of the best middleweights in the country. 

“Tommy is well known for being an Albion fan and Jason is a massive 
Baggie too so it adds a little bit of spice to the fight. The whole of West Bro¬ 
mwich and the surrounding areas will want to be at this one.” 


Tennis club serves 
up free coaching 

A WOLVERHAMPTON tennis club is serving up free coaching as it looks 
to increase its membership. The eight-week coaching course, staged at Lin¬ 
den Lea Tennis Club, is aimed at anyone, of any ability, over 21 years of 
age. 

Sessions start at 7.45pm on Wednesday, April 25, and will be led by an 
approved Lawn Tennis Association coach. 

The course is open for a maximum of 12 players. The club is also offering 
as an alternative, an invitation to join in ‘Mix-in Tennis’ on Tuesdays at 
6.30pm during May which is also free. 

To become a member of Linden Lea Tennis Club the first year’s subscrip¬ 
tion is only £60, as opposed to the normal membership fee of £90. 

To enrol on the coaching course, visit the club - at Compton Park within 
the Wolves Academy complex - on Sunday April 22 at 3pm. 

Alternatively, anyone interested can contact Alan Hughes, by telephone 
on 01902 425599 or via email at achughes@talktalk.net 



Ready to the flag on the Gold Coast 



In action as Dominique gets stuck in 


This is what makes 
hard work worth it 


“IT’S times like this that make all the hard work 
worth it.” The words of Dudley-born Dominique 
Allen, who has flown out to the Commonwealth 
Games on the Gold Coast after making the Team 
England basketball squad. 

The 28-year-old landed in Australia after a 23-hour flight, 
to meet up with all the English athletes. 

Allen and the rest of the squad were taking part in the a 10-day 
camp in Brisbane before the opening tip-off this week. 

“We found out a few weeks ago but it was really weird because 
we didn’t know what time the team would be announced,” said 
Allen. “Everyone was checking their emails every few seconds all 
day - and I didn’t officially find out until 10pm. 

“We were all texting each other but when I saw my name on the 
list I was so happy. It was really special when were all given our 
new England kits - I didn’t want to take it out the plastic! 

“It never gets old, getting that phone call or email, putting on the 
jersey. I’ve never been to a Commonwealth Games either and it’s 
also nice representing England too.” 

The Gold Coast Games mark the first time basketball has been 
included in the Commonwealths since 2006, when men and wom¬ 
en’s teams both came away with a bronze medal. 

Seeded 

Both basketball teams will compete in preliminary matches in 
Townsville before the semi-finals and medal matches take place on 
the Gold Coast. Team England women are in the seeded group up 
against Australia, Canada and Mozambique. 

The top two teams in each seeded group (Pool A) progress to 
the semi-finals whilst the bottom two play-off against the top two 
teams from the unseeded group (Pool B) for the two remaining 
semi-final spots. 

Selection for the women’s team was made during the Great Brit¬ 
ain’s Eurobasket qualifiers, held in November and last month. 

Allen, who still lives in Dudley and works in Birmingham as an 
assistant project manager at Atkins Civil Engineering, said: “We 
have the same coach for GB and England, so however well we per¬ 
formed in those decided if we would make the England squad. We 
didn’t have a specific camp or anything like the men. 

“We have won two out of the four Eurobasket games too so we’re 
in a good position to qualify for that, with two more home games 
left to play in November.” 

Allen attended Lutley Primary School and Windsor High School, 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By James Driver-Fisher 


‘We were all texting each other 
but when I saw my name on the list 
I was so happy. It was really special 
when were all given our new Eng¬ 
land kits -1 didn’t want to take it out 
the plastic! _ 

both in Halesowen, before studying A-levels in Newcastle. Allen, 
whose father, Clive, was also an England international and is now 
head of basketball development at the West Bromwich Albion acad¬ 
emy, said the team’s overall goal was to come back with a medal. 

“I first started playing for England at U14 and U16 level and 
then headed out for the University Games in China in 2011,” she 
said. “Next year it was the Olympics in London with Team GB, 
which was also the first time I’d played with the senior squad and 
made the senior team. 

“Since then I’ve mostly played with the GB squad since 2012 and 
I’ve got more than 70 caps. 

“I’ve never been to Australia before but having played in the 
Olympics I remember what the Olympic Village was like and meet¬ 
ing up with all the other athletes. 

“Things like that really make all the hard work worthwhile and 
to play the Commonwealths has always been a dream of mine.” 

Allen’s journey to the top has been far from easy too as she com¬ 
mutes from her Dudley home to train with the Manchester Mystics 
two to three times a week, with Women’s British Basketball League 
matches at weekends, all while holding down a full-time job. 

“I’ve played in Manchester for two years. We won the WBBL Cup 
final last year and we’re constantly improving,” she said. 

“It’s hard work, especially the commuting. I still in live in Dudley 
and work in Birmingham, so I have to travel up to Manchester to 
train - and then there’s games at the weekends. 

“Sometimes I can get picked up if the team is travelling through 
the Midlands but pretty much every game is an away game for me.” 
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Byfield feels 
good ahead 
of ring return 

NETHERTON boxer Les Byfield has a 
secret weapon he intends to put to full 
use when he returns to action at the 
Venue in Dudley on Saturday night. 

It’s 10 months on from when paid pu¬ 
gilists last performed under those lights. 
And Byfield has benefited from extra 
coaching as he prepares to get his year 
up and running. 

He’s trained under the watchful eye 
of respected Black Country boxing fig¬ 
ure Ronnie Brown, who has led several 
champions from the area. 

Now retired, Brown has worked with 
him and trainer Jason Astley at the 
Golden Gloves School of Boxing in Cra- 
dley Heath. 

Byfield said: “We’re working on little 
things all of the time, we’ve had Ronnie 
down and he’ll tell me something to do, 
we get that right and we move on.” 

Strong 

He now feels better than ever ahead 
of his second super featherweight six- 
rounder, which will come against Alec 
Bazza. 

The Northern Irishman is winless in 
35 attempts, but is strong and aggres¬ 
sive. He’s seen the distance 31 times out 
of that. 

Byfield, aged 30, will reach double 
figures for pro outings after they touch 
gloves and has lost just once in nine, a 
points setback against the capable Reece 
Smith on his debut. 

‘The Minefield’ said: “It’s good to be 
going back, I’ve good memories of the 
Venue and it would be nice to get a TKO 
again. That’s my best memory of boxing 
as a pro.” 

Tickets, priced at £35 or £50 ringside, 
with waitress service are available by 
calling 07976 283 157 or Byfield directly 
on 07772 808 803 or via Facebook. 

Last-ball victory in 
low-scoring affair 

STOURBRIDGE edged out Enville on 
the last ball in the WCB Indoor League 
north division. 

The Enville batsman struggled against 
tight Stourbridge bowling, limping to 83. 
Stourbridge’s reply was steady but cau¬ 
tious, but they scraped home, winning 
on the final ball with the scores tied and 
after Enville failed to effect a run-out 
with the stumps on the floor. 

Envlle had bowled 25 wides in the 
low-scoring game. 

The 2018 National Indoor champi¬ 
ons Hagley put the league leaders to 
the sword and take on Stourbridge who 
take over top spot in their final match. 
After their epic victory at Lord’s, Hagley 
enjoyed themselves, posting 60 without 
loss at halfway and only losing their first 
wicket at 100. 

Coombes Wood made a bad start in 
reply, and Mike Langford was left last 
man standing, using the final overs as 
batting practice until caught by behind 
in the last over. 


Youngest Albion player dies 


ALBION’S youngest ever play¬ 
er has died aged 93. Frank 
Hodgetts, who was born in Dud¬ 
ley, made his first team debut in 
October 1940 at just 16 years 
and 26 days. 

An outside left, he joined the 
Baggies aged 15 just as the Sec¬ 
ond World War was breaking 
out in September 1939. 

Just over a year later he made 
Hodgetts at Albion his debut against Notts County 



and went on to help Albion win 
the Midland Cup in 1944. 

Hodgetts clocked up 70 post¬ 
war league and cup games for 
the Baggies before moving to 
Millwall for £6,000 in May 1949. 
In total he made 178 Albion ap¬ 
pearances - scoring 34 times. 

He subsequently spent four 
years from 1958 to 1962 as 
a coach at The Hawthorns, 
largely working with the club’s 


youngsters. One of his was a 
young lad called Tony Brown. 
Hodgetts, who lived in Hagley 
in later life, was a special guest 
at the unveiling ceremony for 
Bomber’s statue back in 2014. 

An Albion statement said: 
“The club is saddened to hear of 
the passing of Frank Hodgetts, 
who remains in our record 
books as the youngest player to 
represent Albion.” 


at 93 



Hodgetts in 2014 


YELTZ IN N0.9 
DERBY DOUBLE 


Halesowen Town 1 Stourbridge 0 

HALESOWEN Town boss John 
Hill heaped praise on ex-Bag- 
gie Lee Hughes after the veter¬ 
an striker rolled back the years 
in the No.9 Derby victory. 

Hughes, aged 41, put in a relentless 
shift as the Yeltz ran out 1-0 winners, 
completing a league double over their 
fierce rivals. 

He played a big part in the goal as his shot was 
saved by Matt Gould. The ball fell to Ahmed Ali 
who finished from close range. 

“He’s worked hard and done all of that as the 
lone striker,” said Hill. 

“We have to remember that he’s got a lot of ex¬ 
perience, but he’s 41. He’s still putting that kind 
of shift in, which is a credit to him.” 

Hughes and the rest of his Halesowen team¬ 
mates celebrated with supporters following the 
final whistle. 

Dished 

A flare was thrown onto the pitch from the 
Glassboys end and a group of those fans also ap¬ 
peared to break a part of the fence behind the 
goal. Stuart Pierpoint was sent off for Stour too. 

There were also seven yellow cards dished out, 
but both managers felt referee Darren Wilding 
had a bad day at the office. 

Hill said: “You don’t want to see a red card. 
It’s a foul, but it’s not a red. I thought the referee 
made his decision too early.” 

Glassboys gaffer Hackett added: “I’m very dis¬ 
appointed with the referee. The sending-off was 
harsh as there was a covering player.” 

Hughes said: “I’m used to it. I aimed to come 
here and use my experience, hopefully I’ve done 
that.” 

Both teams saw their Easter Monday games 
called off because of the weather. Stourbridge 
are at Hednesford on Saturday, while Halesowen 
visit Stafford Rangers. 



Referee Darren Wilding dishes out one of seven yellow cards in a feisty derby clash 


Meet magnificent seven Heathens riders 


CRADLEY will hold their annu¬ 
al Meet The Riders event next 
Tuesday. 

The evening, at Cradley 
Heath Liberal Club from 
7.30pm, is a chance for sup¬ 
porters to hear from the seven 
riders who will represent the 
Motor Market Heathens dur¬ 
ing their 2018 National Trophy 


campaign. Team Manager Will 
Pottinger said: “These nights 
are something that have proved 
to be popular ever since the club 
came back. 

“We’ve got a very passionate 
fan base who love their speed¬ 
way and they like to get to know 
who’ll be riding for their club.” 

Bradley Andrews, Kyle Bick- 


ley, Conor Dwyer, Jason Ed¬ 
wards, Jordan Jenkins, Drew 
Kemp and Adam Roynon will 
all be in attendance. 

Entry is £5 on the door with 
proceeds being split between the 
riders. 

The new 2018 club race jacket 
and team clothing is also ex¬ 
pected to be revealed. 


Champs are 
straight back 
in the groove 

INJURIES, breakdowns and a serious 
lack of sleep. Not the ideal start to the 
No Limits endurance championships 
but defending Black Country champi¬ 
ons Pete Wright and Martyn Siviter are 
made of strong stuff. 

And the Double Two Racing team 
went on to secure victory during round 
one at the Snetterton 300 circuit, in Nor¬ 
folk, by two laps. 

Wright, from Tividale, and Siviter, 
from Blackheath, claimed the Club 
600 class title last year. And they were 
straight back to winning ways during 
the opening three-hour race. 

Wright said they were not even sure if 
they would be racing until the day of the 
race. He had been recovering over the 
winter after suffering a broken collar¬ 
bone in October and only climbed back 
on his bike in Cartegena, Spain, in Feb¬ 
ruary. Then, just as he was getting back 
to race fitness, team-mate Siviter injured 
himself after crashing while testing. 

The day before the race, Siviter de¬ 
cided he was fit to ride but Wright suf¬ 
fered minor hand damage following 
another crash on test day. 

To compound matters, Siviter, who 
had set out at 7pm the night before, 
came to a stop near Coventry when his 
motorhome broke down, meaning he ar¬ 
rived at the circuit on the back of a low 
loader at 6 o’clock in the morning. 

Despite it all, the duo were soon back 
in the groove with Siviter posting the 
10th quickest lap time during qualify¬ 
ing, the quickest in their class. The pair 
took the Club 600 class, second place in 
National 600 and 10th overall. 

New course to get 
people out running 

A BEGINNERS’ running course is 
under starter’s orders in Dudley. The 
course, set up by John Glover, of Dudley 
Kingswinford Running Club, starts on 
April 17. 

They will operate on Tuesday and 
Thursday, meeting at Dudley Kingswin¬ 
ford Rugby Club at 7pm. Registration 
takes place at 7pm on April 12. 

The course will take runners from 
zero to 5K over its 10-week period. The 
cost of the course is £35, to include a 
Hi-Tec T-shirt and entry into the Gavin 
Tipper 5K at the end of the course. 
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